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LETTERS 

SERENA: 

CONTAINING, ' 

I. The Origin and Force of Prejudices. 

II. The Hiftory of the Soul’s Immortality among the 
Heathens. 

III. The Origin of Idolatry, and Reafonsof Heath enifm 

As allb, * 

IV. A Letter to a Gentleman in Holland, fliowins 
S P I N O S A’s Syftem of Philofophy to be without 
any Principle or Foundation. 

V. Afotion effcntial to Matter'^ in Anlwcr to Ibme 

Remarks by a Noble Friend on the Confutation of 
SPINOSA. ^ 


To all which is Prefix’d, 

Vl. A Preface *, being a Letter to a Gehtletnan in Lon- 
don, ftnt together with the foregoing Differtations, 
and declaring the feveral Occadons of 

Mr. T o L A N D. 


Opinionum Commenta delet Dies 
Natur* Judicia confirmat. Ck. de Nat. Veor. /. 2. 




LONDON.^ 

rjntcd fof Bernard L'mtot at the Middle-Temple Gate in Fket- 
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Ad\rerti(eaieat concerning the Faults of 
the Prels. 

* • 

J^OtwHbjituiJhif the Care hat been ns'd in etrreffing tbit 
LN jxf the Reader mud with bk Pen amend at foUms. 
In the Perfaetf ta aviid Am^gnity, for Vlamomte read Meniio- 
nift. Page 34. Une 4. read Ionic before Philofophers. The 
Marginal Site m p. 4 1. marift thm (') on^bt to be refer' d to I, p. 
*fh 50. P.ji.l. 16. fwr eighth read fcventh. Inp.^o.t. 
iy(^ter the »)riMinds, add tbit Period : From the Cime Ori- 
guul, and in die Cune nunner, the Poets did vaftly incrole 
the Catalogue of the Gods, apodrophing as fuch not only the 
Winds, Meteors, Clouds, Rivers, Fountains Hills, and all 
^uts of the Univeife ; but. likewife Facultys, PaITtons, 
Habits, Accidents, and every thing they cou’d exprefi by one 
word, or which they cou*d addreU as a Perlbn ^ -and they pre> 
IokIy nude it a God or a Goddels, as the Word happen’d to 
be of the Malcultne or Feminine Gender, which was all the 
Rule they (^^*d in Deitys of fo little confequence. Pag. 
log. /. 10. /or on read over. F. 127./. 2g. read many before 
Mediators. P^iy^ for met lead meK. P. 184./. 2. 4^ter 
Relations, read the ReTults of peculiar internal Dirpodtions, or. 
F. 199. /. 20. blot OHt of b^re Adion. F. 224. /. 29. for 
little read dinted. In the Sotes, confe]uati it put fir confe- 
quuti in the lad lane of p. Boy at i k put fir it in the fird Line 
p. 49. and perb^s there may be found a fern others like tbefe^ not 
capable to perplex an intelligent and candid Reader. The Greek 
printed without Accents^ which' are a ufelefsy troublefom, and no 
very antient Invention ; nor (hou'd there have bin any Abbreviations 
or Ligatures^ bad the Astthor's DheSions bin tdferv'd^ there being 
no more Reafon or Authority fir fuch thingt in the Greek than in 
the fo /peak nothing of the Beauty of the Page. 
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PR E F A C E; 

Being a Letter to a Gentle- 
' man in London, fent to- 
/ gether with the following 
Diflertacions, and contain- 
ing the leveral OccafionS' 
of writing them! ' 


2^ qH your Letters, S 
■ 'you ' injtnuate that conltder-^ 
I ^ lace I am in, and 

JL Company I keep, I muft 
needs forget my ‘Books _a4 laell as my Ac- 

a ^uaintance ; . 
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The Preface. 

iiuaintance • which you kindly endea- 
vour to excujcy tho not wholly to 
afproVe. At for ohjerving no re- 
gular' Correfpondence , 7 helieVe you 
receiv'd ■ Satisfa^'ion in my lajly nor 
are you to expi*B any thing more 
fnm me on that Suhjen .* where- 
fore nowf iriflead of ‘‘ the, 'public. KewJ 
or the private Intrigues of this part 
of.the.^Wyrldy lUJend- ym fome '^at\ 
count of ■ ,my_ oli^M Studys- 'liSj !■ 
readily confefsy '.one of the hdrre'nejl 
arid deaf - enteifaining illemes I cbu'd 
take ;bt^jyow may thanh your Jfelf 
for- the Trouble, as 1,\ hope you'll '.ac- 
qmt me fromyhe.Qhoic?^-, .Jiidy prjt 
of all» J.miift frankly fay f that you 
are Very unjuf to this Country, and 
that all your Comparifons between 
foggy Air. andsloudy Undepfan^pgs, 
between j flow Motions , and .dull '.Con- 
ceptionsy - between - immenfe IVtldsfiand 
Mar foes . and indigefied j irnagintittons 
or immethodml . Qmnon -placesy\ are 

altogether 
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The Preface; 

t 

altogether gromdlefs ! nor needs there • 
any other Cenfure of your Partiality y' 
than to put you in mind of thofe 
great Names for War and Peace^ 
for Arts and , Letters^ • ufhich this. 
Country has in all times produc’d^ 
with which it is adorn'd at prefenty 
and with many ' of lt>Jx)m you might 
haVe ■< agreeably conversed at Londotty 
were ' you tejs conceited of your - owri 
Countrymen,' or had .you a greater 
regard to Strangers. ' For there's hut 
too much reajon for the QomplaintSy ' 
which mofl • Foreigners make of the' 
Qoldnejs aud Negled they ' commonly 
meet' in Englandy and \ery often 
from thofe to "talyom abroad they ha've 
bin mofl friendly and obliging. ‘ 

4' ^ 

1. THIS Towny where I remain 
at prefenty feems to be the Metropolis 
(f Tolitenefs and Gallantry, As be^ 
ing the Seat of the Qoyernmenty you 
may be Jure the mofl refin'd Wits, 

2 2 the 
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the’'7}ioJl pmmg !Beautys^ .,dnd the. 
7)ioji Jplendid Fquipa^es make a Figure 
hert ' ; bejides a perpetual Concourfe 
of Strangers, \}Ain of the firjl Di- 
Jlinfiion in. their- own Qountrys, . whofe 
Curiofity excitef \ and whoje Fortunes 
e?iahl*d' ^em to .fee, other Men and 
Maimers, - r7/;o; they abound 'iuith 
true and ufeful Bh^nowledg, yet J own 
to you, • that'-^ thert^j little to he found 
of what the-mifaken Worlds if apt to 
honpr-^ with the^ name of-, Learning j 
and tho they ha1>e yarietypf excellent, 
iooksy yet hookiff Torers for Wif- 
dom- are^ the mofl contemptible fort 
qf Animal f among *em. To ■ judg of 
things .here \ by Appearance, there's but 
one continu'd Scene of. Lp've and Gay- 
ety among the Young and the Fair, 
temper'd indeed, but not interrupted 
by the Men of Politics and Employ^ 
vnmt,' A.J?afly fPaffenger, or . one 
that cannot , produce himjelf into aU 
Companys, fees no. more 5 .and . knoTtis 

>•: A i. 
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kfs- than he' 'did at homej hy 
hts Friends a'- wronz Account, But 
belie'tfe' me^'' 'S I neVer ' tnet in 
any- Tart with choicer or more ' nu~ 
merous ColleHions of Books in private 
Lfbrarys^ - with freer Inquirers into th 
Series of^ Hiflory and the ' Secrets of 
Kaiure,- nor with any '(in ^ a word) 
who better underjlood the Art of 
making Study a help to CmVerfation\ 
of readhg to good purpofe by praBifitig 
the iVorldy' of dijlinguilhing Bedantry 
from Learnings and Ceremony from 
Civility, \ • -'i V ■< >’• • • 

> • w •• I • ■ • ' ' f . 

■ ^ . IJsIg fuch a Tlace *ybu may 
imagine its mujl be my ' own faulty if 
LnegleH thoje Studys^ -to which you 
know me fo much addiHed^ ' and which 
I may rather improve' than abandon by 
fuch Variety- of 'diverting Intervals, 

1 ajfurt youythat while 1 enjoy Health 
and Liberty, "no Conftderatton P)all '* be 
'able" to debar jne^" from the nfe 
a J of 
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of good IBooksy wherein I am fer- 
juaded the- only perfeSl Tleafwe ts 
to he found; for tho ./• loye a great 
many other ^leajurn natural to Matty 
and that’ I temj^ratek indulge^ my jeif 
in all that are lawful y .yet. ] muji 
agree with common Exyeriencey that 
in eVery one of them tbere*s always a 
.mixture of /Faitty either in the Ex- ' 
peBatiotij in the Enjoynunty or in the 
Ccnfequences ; whereas in going o\er 
an entertaining ^ooky the ^adcr 
tafls an ahfol^te SatisfaSlion without 
any difturbtng Allay ^ unmindful of the 
pafly not foUkitoM for the futurfy and 
wholly taken up with his prefent Hap- 
pinefs, LhaVe therefore the ^ower 
and the Will to purfue my former 
Studys, as well as many Occajions to - 
increafe that IQiowledgy which is the 
Ornament and Terfeiiion of our Na- 
ture ; hut you are to impute the 
/mall Advances 2 make under fuch 
favourable CircumftanceSy not to 

' ' mant 
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want of‘‘fnclinatm, hut of ^apa- ■ 

W . ' ... 

' T H 0 1 ha’Ve 'lep '^ujinejf 
than fome^^e6ple think\^ or at leaft W- 
port yet -when 1 frjl carrie hither, I 
did'refolVetoconfimmy'felfto^ead^ , ^ 

ing and 'Co)iyerfe, ' yiPtthoatpVer yields 
tng to the jemptation'^of writing fo much 
0/5 a familiar Lett & : hut I was quickly 
oblig’d 'to 'take other Meafures, by the 
repeated Vef res of a Correfpondent, to 
whom its not in my power to deny any 
thing,' - The ferfon Hives on this fide 
the Sedj ' tho ^not in ' this' Town ; andy 
what Thin 'further mortify your Tar^ 
tiality' it is a fair Lady,' who was 
pleased to’ ask my Opinion concerning the 
SuhjeRs of the three firfl Differta- 
iions hi the Racquet annext, and which 
I fend to" convince you that J wo 4 not 
quite fo idle as you thought, ■ She's 
Wife to ' a Man of confpicuous Dignity, . 
which k all that imports -you to hivw 
, a 4 , at 
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at frefent of \ her Terfon,'.-. • 

“NO W do J fee the mmoji 
Thoughts of yo fir Souly, ai well as if 
I had the. managing of all its IVeights^ 
and SpringSy or had the Very forming 
of your (Brm, lou may . r%member^ 
how often I took the part of \the other 
Sex again fi, your^ Prejudices rather, 
^han your Judgment, 1 'was\ cenfciouSy 
it\s truCy of • tJ^e Goodnefs of .ny Caufe j 
^uty .without Vayiitjy Lcoud, defend a 
N worje againfl f uch .Argument s^' as. were 
only drawn from the 'habitual t)ifr 
courfe of your Qompanions^ \ ^ front I 
ordinary, bad . Educatipn of, Weimny or. 
from the famous Ladys of^ that place 
where you happen’d to be-.Jirfl bred; and 
with Vphom you had a more^ intimate 
/icquaintancey than with amy of a better^ 
Characlery ' either fence ..^orf.^before^ 
How often was .1 forcd\\ to ^defertbe 
to you what rude^ unmannytrlyy ignth 
rant^ and rougjs-hewn M^nfeersj thefe 
, ’ ' of 

/ .J- .. « 
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of pMf, Se:f yufe, .u he , . whsj are. not. 
cultivated^ and ^lijht fyyfonVerfatiofi 
or Letterf y, and, that . the\:fVmsi and 
• Daughters ofJfiicl:^,feafanU\ haVe^-^e-, 
neraily ^ more , Wit ^ and -Cunn»^:^v a 
greater (hare o^,j Breeding .and ,Saga-- 
city ? Whetkr- the-^clujhn % of Women 
from^ Learning he, the EffeEi of inVe^. 
terate Cujlom, or. proceeds from De- 
Jign jn tk Metiy fiall he no Inquiry 
of mine : but Jf a Woman once . in 
her. Lif^ happens io pry into Books y 
and. that upon - this pe grows trouble- 
fom,\apeBedy' pr\ytdiculout'j{as *ti$ a 
tlmfmd to one,.,pe, does not)^ what a 
clutter do we. ma\e' about this .mattery 
how ready are we to, improve it again jl 
their iiati4ra( Genius y' Jri- 

umphs are we decreeing to the Superi- 
ority. of our own Under Jiandings ? 
Whereas, . God knowr,', this ds nothiijg 
of all to fhe purpofe, . ' or at\moJi- but 
the' fame thing., toith the Impertinencey 
and Pedantry of thofe Men, 

who 


Digitized by Google 


The Preface. 

who are only Smatterers ■ in Learnings 
jitperficial Raders of ^ooks^ the 
Jworn Heralds of Authors and Edi* 
ttonsy ColUHors of hard or high'^ 
founding Words and crabbed Thrajes} 
eager Hunters after ^les and Bfy^\ 
mologySy \or-mere Scholars, and there- 
fore mere AJfes, 1 won*t repeat what . 
1 demonfirated to you ( for I thought 
it 'Worth the ^ains) about the Parity 
of the intelleBual Organs in both Sexes ^ 
and that' what puts *em ‘both on the 
fame foot in TAfeourfe of ordinary 
Bufenejs .{ytfhich is'' denfd by no body), 
makes "’em equally capable of alt' Jm-^ 
proVementSy had they but equally thtf 
fame Advantages of Eduedtiony ' 'Tra^ 
Vely Company y and the Management of 



»6, 1 MIGHT difpenfe with the 
Trotdle of alledging . ^eafons, where 
Experience is Jo exprefs of fide ; 
and *tit . not likely that you haVe for* 
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got. fome /uttire f^olumes,\ .ufhich 1, 
commended to your ' Library ^ 'containing^ 
nothing, but the Lives of fuch Wometty 
' among the Antients iand\ the \ Modems^ 
as became famous' in ^ their omt: T(wie,' 
and...deferVd . to have : their Marne s 
tranfmitted JO ^ofl^rity, for -(heir .ad- 
mirable kings in Thilofophyt DivL 
nity. Morality^ and Hiflory^ in Verfe 
and ^roje, as well as for 'their ap- 
prov'd Skill in Tainting^ in Muficky 
and in all the other Arts and Sciencesy 
in the ConduSl of .formidable Vf^arSy 
"and the Adminijlration of Qivil Affairsy' 
no ' lefs than in private Oeconomy, 
Diogenes Laertius dedL 
cates to a Lady the Hifory of the OpL 
nionsaswell as the Lives of the antient 
'Thilofophers ; and therefore Tve mufl 
fuppofetbat fhe underflood their feVeral 
Syflemsy many of 'em extremely intri- 
cate and ahflrufe, efpecially}thofe in 
which fhe mofl deli^tedy the Fhilofo- 
fyfs c/ P j, A T 0 and Epicurus. 

hdonpeur 
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Monfeiir Menage has ^written a 
'iphole'^ook of the Female ^^htlo/ophersj 
tnfcriVd ' to a Woman now aliVCy the 
(jkhratkd ^^adam'D a c i e R, Vaugh* 
ter to the "great Thilologijl T a n a- 
Q,' U I L F A B E r: M the Learned 

' World has doie JuJHce 'to her exceU 
lent IVorksy and no body quejlions but 
Ihis'one^of the hejl Critics of .our 
Time in the Greek and Latin Authors^ 
of which the ample Fenjion JettCd on 
her by the French d^ng is truly the 
wtakejl Argumenty ' cdnftdering fome 
others'^ that- are in hU Tay, 1 cou d‘ 
write 0 ^ Volume to you my jelf offuch 
as 1 know to be iii jeVtral ^arts <f 
■Europe.^ without recalling from the Dead 
the ^ythagoric Lddys of antient. lt aly^ 
And among divers others tn 'Engldiid 
(where neverthelejs ' they are' fcarce' e- 
noughy you may find a Lady not pdf^ 
fonaUy ^known to mCy who^ is ahfolute ' 
Mifirifs of' the^mofl Ab'ftraBed SpVcro- • 
• lattonsiiin the -'dMitaplyficty arid 

' with 

t 
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• * • 

ipith an. eajy Turn pf Stile 
mpit lm defended Mr. L o.C K^S Effay 
of Human .Underftandingy)d^4i«^ 
the Letters cf ' an \ Eminent ^ T)iVme, 
Her 'Book is intitul’d^ , A' Defence, .of. 
the Effay . of Human Underftand- 
ing, .written by Mr. Lock, — *- 
In Anfwer to forae Remarks on 
that Effay. , 

* 

\ X % 

♦ 

7, ,F 0 ^ .Womens, wifely golfertu 
ing of States ^and. their, Valiant QoHduB- 
in . War j I need not go hack to the 'Babyi^ 
Ionian S e M 1 R a M t s, : tk Scythian, 
T H o. M Y R i-.s, the 'Britijh 'B o a-. 
M \ c E Af- or th TaJmyreari "Zi e’n o-i 
B I A . • yp'kat think you of . M.‘a r-?. 
G A R E ,T the . famous . ^gent of the, 
Spanifh 'Hetherltmds L And how.. 'often, 
have I known you. . tr an f ported in read* 
ing the glorious Annals of our ' wn 
moftkarned Lin^iflyQjteen Em z,a< 
B E.T .H," who chofe and dirked her. 
incomparable CounJellorSf and who wifely 
r-; * ^ave 
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hopes to' the • Taplfls of her Fa- 
tfor at the ftrft, that (he might after- 
wards (as fhe did) with the greater^ 
Security eJlabHp? the Trotejiant Reli- 
gion on an unf^aken Foundation? Thus 
Jhe became in a fmall time the Terror 
of- her 'EftemySy the 'Darling of her 
SuhjeHs, the Support of her AUys^ 
‘and filled all Europe then 'tinth E.nVy 
and Admiration^ as Jhe has ftnee done 
the whole World with her' Tfame. ''Ac 
this. Very infant y Queen Anne,' >7;o 
graces the fame Throne^ and wi?o pro- 
pofes i Elizabeth for her Rat- ' 
tem, jibmdantly (hows what a • Lady is 
capable tol do. ' For^ as' fhe yields to 
m Rrince' whatfoeVer ' for the Admi- 
mjlration of common Juflice ' in Ur Do- 
mihions,' in nuuniaining mojl powerful 
Fleets by' Sea and • numerous ' Artnys by 
Landy in heading the Grand Affiance 
(f^fo tnary ddjfeHnt j^ations and Rer- 
Juaftons againft the Tyrarmy of^ France y • 
and providing fit Supply s fair ^ the 

Vh^ars 
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Waf.} in ^ermdnjiy Flanders^ ‘Spain," 
and\the hidtes.z^ fo (Ti^hat fe'emsjo be 
' yet a' weightier . Tajk). jhe keeps rfucF 
an e'i^en 'Balance , among the ‘ federal 
contending Partys at home, that they 
are not able, according to their unna-- 
, tural Bifpofitions, to opprefsor devour 
one another • and even fuch as oppofe. 
her juji Title in faVor of a pretended. 
Brother,, find ' her. as merciful in her. 
Lenity to their Berfons, as- prudent in 
preventing Mr pernicims . . Deftgns.' 
She has given ^ fuffcient ^Bmfs that , 
fhe will not, be influenc'd by the \ Clamors- 
of Bigots from any Quarter ^ as well 
knowing' tni to, be tl)B reltlefs Firebrands • 
of Society,, and the Biflurbirs of the^ 
public Tranquillity, under pretence ^ of 
having greater Zeal than others ^ for 
^ligion. Me they only , pujh forward' 
their own ^ particular Biques^and X>e* 

' flgns, :.tho 'mder^. the fal/e color of 
advancing Godt s Caufe or ^ the Churcb*\ 
^e^ertbelefs fhe generoujly endeavours 


The Preface.' 

to quiet and fatisfy the JMinds of ah 
jorts of- Men j without negleEiing the moji 
uhreafonable ; which extraordinary ^oo<L 
nefs ■ ( not duly ■ under flood at the begin- 
ning) did animate the malignant Tarty 
too hajlily to fjow their Vtndi'ciive and ar-> 
bitrary. spirit y as it drew fome peaceable^ 
Mur murings from the friends of Liberty-,'- 
out of Apprehenftons for her • Majejlys 
- Safety and the TreferVation of the Com- 
monwealth. . Tut her'. Enemys fwere- 
fadly \difappmtedf and her. dutiful Sub- 
jefls [eafetnably ' confirm* dy when . it, 
appear d to all the World '.{and. to 
here efpeciaHy) by her Speech 'at the' 
opening of this Seffion of Tarliamenty\ 
that ^fije woud not ' only . govern' the - 
(fhurcb and State according- to the known 
Laws of England,- but HheToife'refo- 
lutely maintain . the T{egd. Succeffion^ iri 
the Trotefiant Line, .with a full and im-^i 
partial. Tokration to alLTroteflant J)ifr\ 
fenters^) Hires but a fhoft> CharaBer 
of ' whites dufito the .Merits of a Wo^~ 
' man. 
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marly and this under the T>i [advantage 
of /ucceeding fo great a Man as ^ng 
William, Or if there "svanted 
yet an Example y S I to recomile 
you to Female Ability y J. TVoud , alledg 
the Ib^refimptive Heir ' of our Qrowny 
her EleBoral Highnefs the ^rincejs^ 
Sophia,; who for the many Lan- 
guages /he [peaks Jo perfeSlly, for 
her Vaft I^owledg in Hiflory, her 
deep Inligljt in State-Jffairs^ and nice 
underjianding of the principal Contro* 
Verfys in ^ligion and Thilofophy, is 
highly applauded by moji of tire Learned 
Men in Europe, No«», if after all 
thefe ^eafons ' and JnJianceSy you are 
not yet . Jfecome 4 ; jtneere Convert, 
you fhall not only be prono me* d 
an ohjiinate Hereticky \ but, be deli- > 
Vc/d over to the Scorn , of the LadySy 
M an adequate Tttnifhment of your 
Crirrui • v . V. . 
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" ' 'B U T bo'ite‘)fcr^ you conti- 

nue J'tfpoid^ cts to' this ■ matter I J yel 
the Length and Kumker^'of the Vif- 
courfes [6\d' hereby, ^ are a fufjicient 
Anjwe't' what you wrote of my ordi- 
'nary 'OccHpatims in this^Blace, > T^he 
‘Lady at' ii>ho/e ^'tquefl^ J, wrote tht 
mojl^of -\m,\ wants' no . Q^lifications 
for comprehending their Contents, 'no 
more' than p>e'^"wanted Curiofity to fro* 
fo/e the Qtkfions. -She^underjiands none 
'of the ant lent Languages l\Uo (he knows 
'^ery weH the' hnfOrtame'of' Authority', 
'and will helie'ife nO Mattefj ^ofFaH with* 
hut it:' But as weli'-ftW ' your own 
fake,' as 'to -^yiate 'the ~ Scruples ‘of 
ihofe to \'Whom you may occdfionally 
Jhow theft ' Letters ' ( and^-you haVe 
leave ‘to 'do d /o' 'to ■ as ^ m'any as 'you ■ 
fleafeyL *haVe ytddsd dll ' the Original 
Words of the Quotations in the Margin^ 
f/;o m my Difeourfe to the Lady they 
\un m the fame continued Thred and - 

Stile 
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Stile with the refi. This has hin the 
landable . Method of the Jntiehts, noU 
withjlanding the Moderns 'haVe fo 
jirangely perplex'd their Readers with 
the odd manner of inflating their /«- 
thoritjis : nor did eVer ,any • Terfon pre- 
tend^ that a ^oman Lady of good 
Senfe coud net read Cicero of 
Human Ducys, or his Dialogues a- 
Divination, becaufe he has artful- 
ly wrought into his own Text and Words f 
jo many Taj] ages of the Greek Wri- 
ters ; whereas no Woman on Ecirth (and 
Very few Men) can make 'any thing 
©A S E L D E N or S,A L M A S 1 ll S, 
without being tir d and difgufted^ which 
cou^d not faii^ eVen had they w itten 
in the yulgar Languages. To ' f^y 
that.. Lady s ought not to he troultd 
with Authority in'JB^afoning^ is not 
only to fay that ' they are unreafonaUe 
Creatures^ hut dfo. that the Scripture 
mufl never he, quoted to ’em in fh{eligion j 
ihecaufe .ythe Men'' Ml not' let them 
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learn Hebm);, or that thy are not 
, willing thtmjelves to fpoil 'the Soft- 
' riefs If their Tronimtiation by fo harp? 
a Language, 

« » 

9 . YOU may depenJ upon it, 

S / % that my^ Qorrejpondent ts one of 
^ the mofl' cnrioi^ Terjons you eVer 
knew, and \fiprifs of a Vajl Compafs 
of ^lowledg, hdVmg read all that's 
worth the pains in the Modern Tongues, 
to JpeaK nothing of the befl Tran^a- 
tions from the antient Originals:' and ‘ 
doubtle/s you'll allow a Lady to admire 
thofe old Men that are long fmce dead, 
provided jhe efteems the young Men 
that de/erVe it among the LiVmg, 
Iho Jome may 'think 
an imaginary Lady, yet 1 affure you 
in particular that (hes a ^ery real 
f erf on, yvhich I the rather repeat^ 
both to create in you' a better Opinion 
'of Women, having fo frequently preft 
you to marry ; and in hopes that youB 
' ‘ * * give 
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^iVe fuch an Education to your Daugh- 
ters (if ever you haVe any) (U to be 
a leading Eyample to others : for the 
Traflice of one Man of Fortune, 
'Birth, and ^putafion, 'has often gone 
Very, far towards reforming a whole 
Country, . As for others, *iis no nut- 
ter if they Jlill believe S E^EI^A 
a Romantic Name, like tJjc^ Mar chionefs 
of Mdhfieur de Fontekelles 
in his Plurality of Worlds : for 
they'll be fo jufl however to acknoVu'^ 
h'dg, that if 1 had the making of a 
Womoji according to my. own Fancy, 
fhe [hou d be quite another thing from 
thofe Vaml giddy,- affe fled, pratling, 

' and gawdy things, who are as cheap as 
th^y.. are common,^ and who,' as they 
are nothing hut Outjide themfelves^ Va- 
lue nothing but Outfide m others [ being 
Strangers to all good Qjulitys, Void 
of0d Fertile and' true 'Merit f ft 
only for an hour*s Diver f on or Amu^- 
menty, hut not for the principal "De- 
b } light 
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fight 'and tnd'iffoluhlc ' Sodi'ti /oj. Pife'. 
Jins' is no 'more a %efleHl6n oh the 
fi^omehf than om , the "generality of 'the 
Men, 'whoje fFolipcry', 'Smgularitj\ 
^r'fde. Ignorance, ' and 'Intemperance, 
nuijf fet 'em at leafl on' dh equal %ot'~ 
i umyalth the other 'Six. '2>lpr' ough’t 
this Cohft.dfration to heighten 'your A- 
"VerTton, but' 'your" Qmtion', 'fm'ce he- 
'tnghone of tlipfe dMen^' you niay. rear 
Jonably ' expeU your , ' .^natch' among the 

mmen. '‘■'•/V , 


. 10. 





> i iu \ 



or 


^ . • Y 4 ’ n * ' ’ I ■ • • .4 V ^ I • I 1 

this time,. Lmult prepare you a little, 
■'SI OC,'for_ reading the Letters anhext, 
by telling you^the feVeral Occaftoni of 
. ■ writing ‘them. . ■ 7 he, 6 ubjell \ of ' the 


but p,heir^ moral X^Jes. „.fhe pccafion 
. urns my ' (howlhg tafS EtfEkX ihe 

' c ii’’ I- -vv''! ■ 

hllowmz ■ \t>l c E R o. 

Iseither 

■ •■• ; ■' ? .... 

■ • . V- • * ■ 
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'.Neither Parents C/j)r he ) > .6t 
Nurfe, or Sdioolmaftct, or Poet, or 
Playhoufe depraves our Senfes, nor 
can theConlcnt of ^th^. Multitude 

t 

miflead them ; but ,all forts of 
Traps are laid to (educe: our Un- 
derftandings, either by thofe whom 
I jiift now mention’d, who when 
they receive us tender and igno- 
rant, infedt and bend us as .they 
pleafe ; 'of. elfe by that. Pleafure 
.which lies fo , deeply rooted in 
every one. of ^ our Senfes,' the pre- 
tended * Follower. . of ^ Good, but 
the real. Mother of all -j Evils, coir 
ruptedby whole Allurements, iwe 
do not (ufficiently dift inguifh thoie 
. . , ' b 4 .iv 7 \ things 





* Senfus noflros non Parens, non Nutrix, non 
Magiaer,noa Poeu, nonScena dcpravac, nonmulcitudinis 
Confenfus abducic : at vcro Animis omnes tenduntiir 
,Infidii, vel ab iis quos modo cnnmeravi, qui- tcnerps 
;Sf rudcs ciim accepcrunt,inficiunt & Heftunt ut volunc ; 
yd ab M, qua? penitus in omni fenfu implicata infidet, 
jluacrix Boni rolupus, Malorum autcm mater omnium, 
i J cujus 
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things that are good by Nature, 
becaufe they want > this Soyftnefs 
and Titillation. . > Adnuringthe mafr 
ttrly Strejigtb, and yet natural Bajmefs 
of tkeje Words, Jhe own'd to me, '.that 
after dtfeoVering many Prejudices to he 
really fuch, yet pae did not pnd her jelf 
ferfellly cur'd of their htfuence and fre* 
cjuent ^Bytwns. . Ff^herefore fhe de- 
manded. my Opinion of this ^matter in 
it ing,, Tohich 1 perforin d. in as brief 
a. manner as I coud, taking that ^ery 
Parage' for my Text; p?owmgthe fuc^ 
cefjiVeOroM and Increafe of Preju- 
dices thro every . fep of our LiVes, and 
proving that all the Men in the World 
are joind in the fame Confpiracy to 
deprave the P^eafon of every individual 
Perjon. 1 haVe drawn as lively . a 
Pt^ure as Icon d in little, of the Pre- 


cujus Blandhiis com^i quz nsran bona fuitt, qua 
duiccdinehac &fcabic qrent, non cernimusfatis. ,t>e 
-'Leg. lib, i. ' ' 

judkes 


I 
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* 

junket in all Qmdltms of Metty mr 
haVe I tax'd any. thing but llfhat is 
blam'd by, eVery one in otherSy boweVer 
they may indulge their own Mijlakes : 
and he that will infer y that I am againjl 
either Lemiingy or_ ^ligiony or Go- 
Ifcrnmenty from what I, haVe cenfur.d 
in Schools j UniVerfitySy Churchesy or 
Statefmeny may with aa good reafon 
pretend that I am againjl breeding up 
or nurftng of Childreny againjl all 'Pro- 
fefjions and Irodesy againjl, ordinary 
Conyerfationy or living in Society ; 
jittce time's none of thefe wklmt 
their peculiar Abufes., and . that they 
are only fuch Abufes which I. dif- 
prove, L 

hi, THE fecond Letter contains 
' -TheHiftory of the Soul’s Immor- 
tality among the Heathens, and 
»as written at S As Tlg- 

^efl. After asking me one day, whe-f 
ther Jujlice was done to P i a t o in 

' ' 4 

’A 
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a French' Tran flition of his *P h d oj 
which I recommended to her^ 'and my 
anfmering that his Senfe "iras prettji well 
reprejentedy tho his Elegance far from 
hewg ,expreji ; [he wonder d that 'the 
reading of that "Book^coud add any 
Force to C a t o V Byfrlutton of laying 
Violent ■ hands on him] elf ^ • to ayoid 
falling undir the 'Ufurpationt of C ?f- 
; and 'much more that it coud 
fo tranfport C.lEombrotus/o^ 
Ambracia as to precipitate htmfelf^inio 
the Se^y tJje [ooner to arrive at ‘thVt 
happy State therein dejcriFd : acknovi)^ 
ledging that jhe- found ^little cogent 
• Evidence y and a world of precarious Sup^ 
ppjitionsy throughout that whole tedious 
T)ialogue. 1 told her that ViVine 
Authority wad the furejl Anchor bf our 
'Hope'y and the befl if not the only i>e~ 
'monjiration of the Soul's • Immortality, 
1 added^ that it was not flrange • to 
find tiny Opinion doubted dr deny d by 
many\of uhe Heathens y "and ' m'ade a 
t ^ matter 


/ 


Digitized by Google 


The Preface/ 


• ' , f I ^ 

matter of futh Indifference by mofl of 
Vw, confidering how it fir [I came to 
he known among theojiy and' the feeble 
-^afons they had to bdie'Ve it: conclu- 
' dingy that C A T o' ' won d' nbi haVe 
ftirviVd the Liberty of '^me’^had he 
neyer feen the Works of Plato; 
that the Story o/'Cleombro t u s 
tP 04 far from being well attefied'; that 
forne of the Antients themfehcs laid lit^ 
tie firefs on the Arguments there' put in 
the mouth 0 / S o c r a T E s ,• and that 
C i c E K Oy - the' profefl Admirer of 
Plato,' and particularly of this 
^ooky' coud yet'giye his Certfure of it 
^ in thefe'words : ^ But I know not 
how it happens- ( that 

‘while I read 1 aflent ; but when I 
'have laid afide the Book, and be- 


gin to reafon with' my felf about 
• • • ^ the 



* Sed nefcioqpo modo, duro I^o'aflencior: cum 
eoToi 8; mecnm ipfe dc Immomlitate Ani> 

invunq 
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the Soul’s Immortality, all that 
AlTcnt is vanifli*d. 6'/;e was fur- 
to hear me talk of alime when 
lUs Opinion be^iin among the Heathens, ' 
as if like other ’N.otions it had its pi\o- 
per^Juthors, Favorers, or Oppojers, all 
which I roundly affirm'd to hr, and 
that withal I won d [how her the gra- 
dual fProgrefs of it- thro all the Tarts 
of the Earth then known, together with 
the true Original of .the Toettcal Fables 
concerning the Blyfian Fields, the TJ- 
Vers^ Judges, Qates, and Ferryman of 
Hell, ,of Souls being dijquieted for 
want of orderly 'Burial, and tnimfefl 
T roofs ti)at the antieht Egyptians were 
the genuine Fountains .of all Learning 
and f^eligion to the. Heathen World. 
All this 1 ha've aider Vo«rV to make out, 
i will not fay by the bejl ^uthoritys 

that ever were, but by the be ft in the ■ 

• / 


manim ccepi cogicare, 

. it. • 


Afrenfio onnis ilia elabitur. 
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mofl antient ^ooks we haVe remain- 
in^ ; jnr hi thtfe cafes\Supp6ficmn 
ought to go for notijingj and there- 
fore when we Jay ^ that fitch or. fuch \ 
were tJye frA that taught Aflronom^y ' \ 
that built CernpUs, that praciisd SMa- \ 

«*' gick^ \we do not mean abfolutely the | 

firft’ ffor in jo .many Ages who' coud | 

be' certain of that ?)'. but the fir (I that \ 

ean be proV'd on ^cord jo to haVe \ 

done’ y 'and thus 'l.tboud be under flood \ 

whenever 1 exprefs' my felf in that ‘ 

manner, I haVe in this Letter like- \ 

wife prov'dy that the Opinion of the Soules | 

Immortality had not its .beginning from \ 

the ThilofopherSy as making fuch an 
Inference from tfe Spontaneous Motions, > 
^eafoning,' or Speech of Men ; 'but, on i \ 
the contrary, 1 have. Jhown this l^otioH ^ 
among . the Heathens to haVe bin jirfl | \ 

taken npbytJje Mob, popular Traditions \ j 
often becoming, the .VoSlrins of Wilth | 
fophers, who ftriVeto fuppoft by good 1 
^eafons what the others- begun with none ■) 

. . * or ^ 

\ 

, / 

/ 
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or Very had ones, Jf \ what J haVe 

alledg d be' found to - be truc^ it, firjl 
confutes thofe whos commonly . fuppofe 
that the Heathens: had learnt the Soul's 
Jmmortality from the Jews^ and jecond- 
ly' the Opinion which Dr. Coward 
has efpous'dy. ^ That the feparatc 
Exiftcnce of Human Souls, pro- 
ceeded from the. Heathen rPhilo- 
fophers and no others j tho when I 
'wrote that Letter I did noti know; there 
was any fuch 'Bookin the world' as the 
DoBor*s, which I have but lately Jeen^ 
and found nothing in it to my.purpofe.-, 


ii: IK -the third Letter \ written 
likewife to SB^E-K-^y (tndather 
own Defire j you ih find The. ’Origin 
of Idolatry, ' explain d^ after -a Very 
different manner from what is 'commonly 
receiv*d.^ • There, alfo • you may read the 
firft Taufes of-^thi ^Heathen' Temples^ 




- 1 — 


♦’Grand Ertay, pi loj'. 




Trieftsy 
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^riejlsy '^ an 'd - 'Altars^ their’ Feajls, ’ and 
Sheri fids \ 'vf Images ^ ‘ StatueSy and 
Tutelary Foytrers - of Ghofls\ SpeflerSy 
Oracles y 'Magitky and Judiciary Aflro~ 
logy • , with \ .the ^afotts 'how People 
came 'ttr- imagine 'that Heaven' (or the< 
tPdlac'e*of'' the ^ood) was o^ef their' 
Heads y andy hat Hell (or' the 'Trtfod 
of th'e'WicKed) was' under^ thdr iH’ef ;> 
yiffy' tidy 'IpK'^uf 'tdhen‘\iheyy 'pray‘d 
and' feVerat other things of ‘ this nature y 
for -which ' iFs generally 'ima^nj\ m() ' ac- 
count can^- be given b'e files' Cilftomy 'of 
that in ' the Abyjf of Tifne'y ^and'undeP 
the ^ins of proper Mamments\ fuefj 
OHginals are irdco'Verdbly'^' bury'dl' 
^eafons are likewife givenHiy this Letter 
for the principal of the Hedtheh Rite's, 
the odd 'Defertpfions they 'have made of 
their Deitysy- 'the''' ungodltke ' Hijiorys- 
they relate pf'^ their ABidnfy and other 
^arttcularitys which hatfe tfiri long re'-^ 
gardedas the FiSlions of 'Tods'f or the 
ExtraVagancys. of hmm Jmagmatm^ 

but 


11 
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hut no way to be probably reducJ to the 

dnd lafi of all 

ii explam d the threefold m^lfton of the 

Heathen Theology into Hatural^ Civil ^ 
and Toeticaly with the Allegorical Inter- 
pret at ion. of their My fiery and a <P a- 

rallel of their Traliices with the Corr 
ruptions of Chrijhanity ' y whereby itup^. 
pears that itt. all Ages Superjiition is 
aBuallytk fame, however, the Names- of 
it may Vary. ■ Tins third is the longek 
of . all the. Letters y but .you'll think it 
impofjiblt' that in- fo jhort a one any 
Satisfablion can be given .cqncemtng. fo 
rnany different Sub jells, as IhaVe already 
rMmdy.not. to injtji on whail haVe not- 

ttfMtO fHBHtiOft • UHcl^ thcT'cfoTC yOU UKC 
to. fuppofe- that I don t\ empty common 
places herey. and. deliver all that may be 
[aid on each o/ thefe Heads (which IhaVe 
f. j. from doing) but only all that’s. 
flriPlly nectary to make '*em. V>ery cer- 
tain, pajj/y and intelligibie to. a Lady, 

and cwfeauenilv to Al Capacity s, .^ This 





•• 




is 


f 
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ti l not ‘ah Argumsnt itherefort^ that, t 
have m i mm ]^afons ':or' Authorityi 
Irft' to ^defend ,what. may i be • reckon d 
dangerous TaradoXeSy byVfuch^ as are 
mortally afraid if they , are led , but ^ <me 
ft ep cut of the common ^oady tho hut to 
make their way .fhorter and j after, or to 
TValk upon Carpet DownSyinftead ofutan'^. 

gtudelefts thro dlVtlderneftsy' over. 
Lakes ond MoraffeSy amor^ dreadful 
^ocks and Precipices, • . . ' ^ 

* i ' \ ,i ' \.w. 

- 13 c .YO lift wonder, J belieVe, that 
Iftyou d differ fo much \ both ' about y the 
Origin andPto^efs. of Idolatry, with\ one 
wixi/e i!Book oh this< Very Subject I.haVk 

fo lately recomrnehded\'to\you'under\an. 
advantageous Char afler^i' . I rhean the 
moft fatthfuhdnd laborious ' Antiquary, 
Antony V a n d a' ls, principal 
Plyficm to.the Cuy oft Harlem, \ 
Opimn of.thatx.^Qok is flig. the fdme^ I 

only tlmftss Hhen toldyo^l uftedd tift j 
the Origm.and PtogreC&of Idolatry^ j 
hhihk it ought tfi ,h'aVe\hm intktift,: ! 

Ml c ' ' A ‘ 
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X 0)nipiwCbUedToo^^ the moft: 
ancient^': Heathen',; ,'Jewiflii ‘ and 
Chriftiaiv.Siipcrftiiions : \/«r tkfc 
t^yrn^S' at'C ^ook aCiurMtiy 

df rii^Jy'Sut 

6r^ nolhthg ('outr;U>y ta^ niy' ^A'^ihmi'ys} 
(txfppf < ki'Jf \-'l> haW\c^ifuttd' about. 

Ci'lcjhii Bodys ) 
ami ‘the -of Uotitry . Cha /• 

del\W'iyrt^ and ofher 'P.a ti of Ajia, 
pAftkulirly to lonut,. tkuce to Gmce^ 
and foon^ barely J up pot but not oj^ 

fer 'd fo.biiproTd'i' aajnay U '.fwi ;mti:e 
jfi:tin{' and tkhi .(^hapters ’’of :, the firli 
t>'f(fertatimj-^kre.tbe Subjecl ii indeed 
hlU kiiidentklly hhttedi^ \'Hor.doJ (\uef^ 
tim bat that learned gentleman mil pre- 
/rr^mhAuthorityk- tho not^cpnmmly. 
tiikemnotice of\ to^a. ’vulgar rBrror^ th 

generally appKoV.di Mrf* Vandalei 
fjijtoryof the UeathenDradts you haVi 
already perutd loith’ great\SatiafaSlion* 
Hedjas latelyr^pnbUpj'd ekven ;Differta-^ 
dons relating chiefly to the tsacred Func»' 
Uons\ of the. .HeatUnsy mhmm from 
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Xhdalsy hifcriptiont:; aM'Taffagh of 
Authors, yajl T)ifcoyerys are made in 
Antic^uitT, ‘ He has at' prfjent • in'' the 
^re/s’ f Confutation of the' preMed 
A R I s T E A s , and ' cbnfeiiumtly ’ the 
Htfloyy fftfye’' Greek Iranflation ^of 'the 
Old Tefiamhit, faljly attributed ^tb the 
Jeventy Interpreters y In the' fame Vo-^ 
lume'he treats of the ahtient ^tev of 
TuriftCiiiiod andfiygeneration, ' as Wafh^ 
ingsf '' Sprhikiings, Immaftms ) ' by -Wo* 
ter, hyiSlood:'and the like* whence 
- ate to 'expect many curious' 
relating to ‘(^hnpian 'Bapn 
hot only with the gredtefl Freedom, but 
dljo with the utmft ’ Fairnefs: for" - ihd 
Mr'. V? A n d' a l i"he by' ^Profef/ion 'a, 
Menhohite, or (as w^ term them) aft 
Anabaptifi, ^yit ^ he\ 'i/ie ’b/' the ' m/i' 
paffmate Loners' of TtutB, ^ as WeU^ai 1 1 
of his Friends, that 'T'e^fer knew^^^^ U 
ilargeSonl^n^wi^JIkriMng his fi^r^w ' 
Tortum,'and'd^^^ 

to be ^ h ^'Bigdt tb ^^any tiihg a^aihfb , 
“ Cl. plain 


Digitized by Googic 


Circumfiances 
fm\ deliver d 


The Prefaced 
flatfi, ^eajhn^ or Authrit^^^ 

r\ '-‘.i 1 . \ ^ ■ 

V» 14. J . H AV E written efJjer Icf- 
^ntQ^ NA, and concerning 
m^t^rs m^ch more curiota f ht not 
having yultr^fcrih*d \em fitir^ / fend 
you mjiead^ them.^ two Thilofpphical 
Letters^\ written to Gentlemen altoge^ 
tjjfr^^known to you. The firp^\ being 
tJ» fowrthin\tbe.pacquety was fent. to 
an \e>;ceffive Admirer of ,S ,p i n o s, a, 
or\e ^whopy addiSUd to. his Trinftplesy 
(pnd refuted jhe hep of any.^ to^ imderr 
jpo(idhis Sypem,^ ^fter\ ha,i!iagydf- 
futed dfgether^ at feVeral time$ ,on jey 
yeroL Hea<py^f pldj him mety .en .fafi 
that \thf, w^ Fabrick cf pinf 
fhiiofofhy tyjfhout any folid FoiW;* 

dation » M' 

hgldy ,^otfd nfVer let n}C ^ be quj^ty ■fill, 
gittir^MfureenofgF^ adoye/y Conn- 

r T*’*^ i 4 s A 
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s A' to: in thaf p^r^^ a)tct^ 

mfiquentfy in aU thdt ^^pmded oh 
tho be bad ne^er ob/e‘rV*d >fo rntkhi hA 

f)re^^ and \fme ether Spinofijk Jh&M 

the . fdme'^ h^mity,^ ' \<But a gentle 
man^^^naJefr iOufir ions' for -his 
lent^Lxarmng than his ntfhlgParnt'ty'A 
ihg 

Confutation- of^ $>v'i\shs A*^ - 4rid 
^hich they ’^handed one ^ '-mother, '- 'hi 
befiowd many Commendaims (not \fk 
fori me -iorepeaty vn^ that part -of ' thi 
Letter ^vfhkh Srelily regay ded that 
^hilofopher I hut exprefi -his1)tflike 
of the Latter part^ wherein L deeUrd 
my own Opinion, that Motion isefTm- 
tial CO Matter nolefs chan" Bxtea- 
iion, -and that Matter'- neither ev& 
was nor her can he 'a /luggijhi iead 
and inoHiVe * Lamp; 'on in J $tm ^ 
ahfolute ^^epofe,' ' iiii- the- f^ertiL^Oh- 
jeHitms he was pkas%to mdtf/i fi- 
atm'dv'difidfi knfitrsn k th'^ fetWd 
lemry\ which h the\ fifth (dji^ik 


XbCjFiiebcV 

t]?ir,TaCqiiet\: 'V. \Fon i 

- fHaintam ing a vfa 

^ally'.plfdfite \tathMo thi 4/iti 

fiiioderusy, :l/nffr:.you to \ thti,Lftur^ 

when>yQu[il\vhKt‘^^ con- 

yp^*d .that tnyi (lf>imon\ir, \iiok€hargtn 
ahle^'.wdk^n . ^jv th/e- ill €mje£juenxes\ 
at fir ft j^hkmay ijeem oh 
ftoxiQuy, . .1 not: anticijfatei yoii/ 
e»n Oh/erVathi ytjhh hiation sto < what 
mportant ^ Ufii it may jerye/tn.. ^hilo- 
foph, -fuict they Q^ftion- ought 'not' to 
be- how conymtent^ but hotp true ^u is I 
nor^ will J e^cuje jny -wriimgy 0 / ' the 
Myfterys of thikfoply in fo'-uplm \a 
Stihi being fofry lJ?ad not tkne enough 
to render, thofe Jijifjgs: rnttck tnOn 3 com* 
tnon and intelligible,,, k ''hemgi.a great 
deal, e after tQ {MtVer ’mM the ordinary 
fCtrms ofArt ^ but-thnfew. an ieft 
fudges, of the, Controyerfy^),.ani\^'the 
Suhjefl made.hff, ujeful .or entertainr 
jng» , J hoptyrdfr^ 

(, wk^ft laftSooh l hayt. ktely pprm d) 
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l^appeh} 4 /;^wM ' 

^laih ^^'h'ar4vliidob 
e ho iiP' w ^ cofMt 'fd^rfefine^ itf, ' [c^V 
i:ir,‘ 'Wc feVi^ hirdty^^fiftd 
e)ij)re1i ksICSi^cldity by : 'f^-l farv^ 

Cy 'I it Wtj/^ cleaty'- f^iiB 

MduqH '*is - htcts^Matkr w^ef '^ a 
Confiderkionf ' ifyo 'ii ^^S‘%t'intfiy'^'ef 

ixhau]Y[the\'whlt' fri 

tno'rt ihJn Sxttvpoh^ doei. * ^Ok'e^ihx^ 
faw ' {'ds^l^e ^prvftlfc)'-^ii) 'I V' 
Poflibility ioP Go^^i eridWin| 
Mitteir* ‘wkb fclf-moViAc \prvrtfci* 
^\cs-'HM whiter M)fHt f flf^phit^A. 
fbphicalFy "ittipoffibk mm'tdii$ 

thah II' ’’it ' d’6ei'^ iibc^ ^1w^y^'''ie3^^rt;i¥ 

ftlf ' fVciih ratete* a^d ' 

krioWfl 5 Rt^(bjri^*of^ Ihe'^cD^Vind 
Wiiddnil i^dhict 


*■ Grand Eflay, p. 74. 
f Ibid. Preface. 

U Ibid. p. isi* I 
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Thfi lP«facr.r 

fes nuy he toj^prcferye thc Order 

andJPriMi)e.of rhe Uc^iverfe, 

{he. thtnh') fliop’dc all: -Mau^r iUit; 
iip' inco jSelf‘^rnocian, wou*d. ne-i 
Cfflitily 'Wf.d^roy’d,; ^d jiherc-, 
fpre C^d h^; thought fie tp re<«. 
i % confideriiiny 

find np> Juch danger, to 
t^e dt he apprehends^ from 

idatjfr's, t^fiant^Ey;erc\{eof its ejjen^ 

^ 4^X0^ : indeed it ipoud^be 4^ 

C^rsdiHi^ that Motion 'tons ^ejjential 
^d,cj)t that oulydfome 
^arid as certain; pc€a/ 
with^,a\ power,, vf 
themf^^s lli whereas <, Mattel 
v^eid , fme(ime $ . wiiJmt, Ex^ 

if. there, h 

anytt^ht^ ^ 

thef th^nqr.tJfAtinor anj^o^her i^tkfthff 
VireBian of its Motion be ejfential to 

4 *: A ,vl 7 :^ * 

.{?! .'i I'.'ll ll 

:j ity - ' 
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The ^preface. 

• • ‘ w » A 

' bnt left^ttijhe or Jinary. Detertninof 
tiqnS '.of the ini^ual ^AHion of !Bodys 
OH one another .to tU ^immediate 
Tower and. rnofr wife Turpofe. of , Al^ * 
nitghty God» ,^ut to fay that God 
take Motion ^ from Mi^ten^fho it 
were e If ential^ to, tty is to /ay yjhat he 
can . deprive ,Jt \ of.. Exten fw\ \ or Soli- 
dity .^.andjhis k to.fay^ that he can 
mkeitnoMdtterAf,^.^..- 

M 5 : ACCO\T>12^.G\tothelk 

berty I ^ay^e yon before y yon may ■ in^ 
differently^ fhottf . thefe Letters i to all 
your Acquaintance. that ^ are. curious of 
jUch things , without [ inquiring-, whther 
' they he Friends Foes, to/tne^i- whether 
tky he IFbgs lOr., Forys, Latitudinq^ 
tktns oi^.TrmltaytSy .Oc(afima( Conforr 
mftsior 2>fyhjurant Schematics i ■ far 
Xbexe*s. nothii/ig in .tkk.Tacquet’^relatir^g 
tit \ the 'J)ifputes which divide *f m.atpre- 
fent.eith^ in ^elighh or .Totitics.,An(u 
ihhg. but ^iWhatl'may be rerU witljout 
vj’c Taffton 
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•The^Prefiice. 

^ajflt’on hy ibofe of’ dh TartySy Seflsj 
^ and'fuBiohi: Ihefvare only itmdcent' 

[ _ ^'feddcHes httoyhe Veneraile %iuns ti/ 
i Ami<^uiiy^ \6ir ' ThUo^ 

I ^ (fdlculdteJ'fo offend' my{' but 

j to aO y and to^dt'i^ert^'- if they 

5 are not fafiMe t& 'inflruB. * As '^for 
thofe uho^ are jealous' 'off'eVery ’■ rhih^y 
they are'' fuffktently ^ttnifh’d m havht* 
their (jenjutes "Valu d'by ho body a«i/ 
(as we ufe to quiet f toward' Children ) 
to neokB' ti:eir Com^ldinh} and not to 
liumour their Tettifhnefsy is^ the mft 
xert'am way of filenein^ thofe'' fteVlfh 
fQiM'ts'' Efrdnt\ 'who' are'' a(Ti>dys'>'in 
fearch''of'y.'new. Adve’ntureSj , and' makk 
~e'Viry 'brie • they encounter^ a' Giant' or d 
"^warf, ‘•'-it fwerX' aii'-effeSiual Metlxrd 
indeed iodifeourqge aHihihroVetnents in 
fjarniitgf ' dll further \ ( ; ’ in 

%no 1 t>ledror f olitenefs^^ if ^Men 'coud 
be det&^'a from' prejenting'\\ihe World 
mth 4 he Opinions y- Mann^ ^eli^ionsy 
or Gd'Verftnierits of ''the- Antienis/ le^ 

any 
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The^ Preface! 

of 'tlx '^odem^'<fi?()u(lfancy^iJmr 
own Ter foliages to tiiukr this 

Difgu^e : nor will / deny hut Appli- 
€a(ions of . ilnSi. kind may jomtunes he 
KejyMatHrallj nude, ho. a U^riter had 
'fteyeKwthloUgbt or imemicdfuch a thing', 
whkhj .declare, Jp he my..preftne Dt/- 
p9ftiion\ except wh&e :I have . direBly 
exprefiithe Comparilon.; but fuck Infe^ 
rinces art much eafer'drawn hyth^Teo^ 
pk: Concern'd^ wJjo mujl: needs perceive 
the jfefl of ".any what the greateft 
^femhlance Tritb their ownDoffrins oir 
TraBi£es\ • ' i 2^w . in ' this (fafe' ‘ there 
r mains, in my judgment^ but . one 'of ! 
thefe two things either to .re jeR v^t i 
they themfelves defend, if it be nolhetter , 
grounded: than what 'they condemn itt the j 
]/4ntients, ^ and rlsat^perhaps .it has. from ’ 
t})mct MS-Very Origin^ i to get j 

W LdWitiioRed, Stha^.^eople muft.mt^be 
•told \ what , the .Antilntl believed, and 
that thp Moderns <^neVet ^py d any thm 
from jthm hut what was abfolmdy ufi- 
1 fid 
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fid dttd. go(klj tmitting'idl that^ wus 
any bad or erroneous* \ ^ > ' 

\6* AS far the^ ^efieSiions yon 
may not he 'totUing, to hear againfl[ me 
from any . of your . angry Friends^' I 
have often advised you ' not to trtuhk 
your jelf : about .fucb Trifks no^ fwfrt 
than Idof at.leaji till you fie that my 
betters in Qhurch’ and r State 
able to fecure themfelves from the Slan^ 
der.and Gdunmy of thofe^ who haVe an 
htertfl to decry their Terfons^ OrttKoit 
Ability ^ . to op^fe s their Terfomancet, 

, Mankind is in all ! Ages the fame \ the 
I fame Artifices. haVe^bin ever us* d fo 
\ raifeiixir Taj fions or to mij^uide their 
' A!eal^ land no Apolcgys can fatisfy fuch, 
as Ore ahgry mthout^areafon, cr out of 
^ pepfonA 1. Hatred i ' wherefore I all w^e 
Mcnvhtveever itfpis'd the Outcrys\ of 
Stiif firt^^ dnd '4f . t^ 

I ibiAg worthy N^tke ■ or Traifi'^ 

won* d wonder nmt'^io'hedr^^tiky mse^ 
\^\ not 
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not ^Jamd {nfhich feldopt happen d) than 
iliat tbej vm^mdlcimfly attacKd as th^ 
espeBed^ JulpeEling by the $ilmce> of 
others that their Workwaa contemptibley 
or feark^ from the general Approbt^. 
tion that they had not written tke^ Trutbm 
TifkateVer mi^t he their Fortune in 
th^r om Time, impartial Fojierky. doet 
juflke ts^ their ^rfemory^ when that ' of 
ih^r Adyerfarys is utterly forgot^ xm 
remerndjer d , oply ti their Dtfgracey for 
their, enyiotA pr 'ig^^ Oppoftion of 
whai dejery[djheir Thanks and Apprth 
baf ion*,,. Of all Weaknejjes Vanity is' 
ceffainly ^tli tnof unbecoming \ and yet. 
wlkn{ an Adyerfary railsj a man is Very 
apt joSthinK^.ht retAojii that 

^'en hej angrfy Uis hecmfirhe carinot 
aifwer ytUt hf^h^ iktle.ip j^, tathe 
Suhjt^y: wfetf^he. ramtlesi to.^y£^s 
tp£\^are'f^ei2n to itfand^ th^ when 
Hffilh 'af>^;;;,^"fis. tf htmi ^ 

der s Eyes^ or ^(o efiap^ ^V.d^^ ^he faVor 

hii own Clofidw , There m 


The Preface.* 

^?zo«>,' ofl that peculiar" Tem^cr’y' thaf 
they canndtlhe'^^ ifithe^^^ 

/pattering one or other’ ^ \ni if^‘ \i he 
neceffaiy for tJ?ar 'Healthy " or ''that 
their [Conflitution requires' thi's'^’^fp 
charge of ^ their fholer^' we ought^ ^ito’ 
more to blame theifi^' ihah we fnaotherf 
regard what they fay. ^ ' As ^ for tlic‘ 
CbariCtleV of a Low ChufchrtiartV' 
Mcfyybu Jent 'mey and fuch other Au-’ 
thorf^^who fiotwithfanding my 'AhferiCiy 
or not intermeddling in their Contfo'^^r- 
fySy i kndxonjtderihg the ' St^ttifaflion f 
gave in Vindicius Liberius coftcerh^ 
ing- the' Exceptions takif^' at ‘Cilriftl- 
anity ’ not 'Myfteri6us,‘ ‘yei^'pavf 
wiro^ drawn my lSlame into theirfirre^ 
tigious InvhSliVes^'^ and 'wou^d ' ikedf 
hondr^ me with their Ahufes in' fq ^'gooi 


fame’ Language price my 
line Compliance "ds ' before \ *^'^tis 
prainlfeiidenCfthat all their tpretencei 




■A 


were 


Cr‘- 
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i)s hj^d'critical as' their' Charity is 
Marr'oiify ^that' they were lieVer' aSted by 
^e'ai fdr )iny''S6uV^ hkt Mqlkea^^ my 
Terfon^' ndt- out .of Concern for the 
Church fut' to grcitify a FaSlmi^md fmie 
of Vwi' tdfenwardedfor petty Services^ 
who can neVer expebf TreferyneUt ^ by 
greater.' Theje are the me)i who \ oc^ 
cafion d that Scandal on theClerfy]that 
they -never forgive but God forbid 
that k great ^ody jhould be ‘chargeable 
with the Offences of -a few] who fcrib-^ 
hie without their Confent, ^He fhall at 
any time haVe my 'Thanks., "and not my 
I^ifpleafure., who treats me with no more 
^efpcH than our neVer to be forgot^ 
ten 'tkliVerer from- Slavery and the 
mimitdle Stator cf our Liberty^ J(ing 
W 1 L L l A M i who gives me rib better 
fluarter than to fo conftderable ^ 'Body, 
of Broteflants and good Subjefis as 
the EngliJhDiJf enters and whp fhows 
no more Tendernefs to me, than to all 
the moderate Members of the eftablijh^d 
^ Church, 
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Chtirch.^ ^ut th/U f er/on has pleas*3 
Jo itery few.ly. his furious^atid mtem^ 
per at!^. way of writings mt to fpeak^ of 
his wmt of J^iowledg as well as want 
cf Civility, . and indeed the Very Dejign 
of his fib f was \/q extrernely wickedy 
to ppprfs JoYhe, ipid. to JMe us ^ll- 
that without regard, to him or thofe of 
hk IQ3neyy I, may Venture to declare 
my fetf a. Jfw Churchman at , home, 
and anJQccifona{ Confprmijl with. the. 
Trotejianu here afi’oad, . - 


.51 V„'\ i. 3'-v j',. . \ . 

fo well . pre^. 
y9t\-.before:fqrr^eadingyhe\ faU 
lowkig j)ijfert(ttiqn^^^^^^ \xiny- ^{f 

“HV’ v/. fh<dl. re* 
kaf^jmf<^Am J^jfpm ary fur^. 

thex^franhU at, mly.affurirg 

U 9 nZ'. M fwldch . J 

mch 'a^ 
that,, Am 
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: LETTER I. 

The Orkin ' and Force 
: ; <?/ Prejudices. 


Letter 

I. 


■ .) 


.V/> ^'OMA S • 





0 U greatly complaioj 
MADAM, that you 

, are ftili a Captive to 
(everal Prejudices ; and 

1 wonder more how 
you came to get rid of fo many. Youl 
be cafily comforted, and entertain a bet* 
ter .Opinion of your felf> when you fe- 
rioufly confider in what a ;roi(erable 
Condition all men are born, and how 
impoffible it is for them not to be edut 
Gated in Error ; how. difficult to get 
free from their Prepo0effion» in riper 
Age, and how dangerous to do ir, when 

-tjicy. become .well-difpos’d by. the Di^ 
covery of Truth. j 

B a. NO\Y> 
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2 Tl^e Origin, and Force 

l4tcer 

I. 2 . N O W, fince you are pleas’d to 
defire it, I (hall briefly trace thisSflbjed 
from the beginning, fliowing By whit 
degrees our Prejudices grow, and what 
additionalj^eppb jihey artc^ntly re- 
ceive' in ■t(^ir>^ur(e. We a41 partake 
but coo much of the Inclinations of 
thofe that\give us Lifcj* ^nd of' the 
Paflions that are: predortiiriant in ‘the 
Blood of the. Family j ,ai\d if , our Fea- 
' tures and A£Hons were hot infallible 
Arguments, that we are fubjeft to re- 
ceive good or bad Impreflions in the 
' Womb ; yet the extraordinary Marks ‘ 
which we lometimes bear,VoccafioH*d by 
• the Longing of our Mothers, \or by fome 
other Accident • (which they often re- 
member) afford a fufficient Proof that 
the Foundation of our Prejudices is very 
ftrongly laid Before we are bbrn..-Tbc 
Temperament' we- receive in the ' firfl: 

. ’ Formation,- gives iiot only a DifpofitioB 
' to this or that ‘particular Humor and 
Habit but alfb a< viflble Biafs to moft 
' Aff ions of 'our * future Lives, wbich us 
not to be cur’d but by the utmofb Efforts 
andExerdfeof Reafon.’- • i i 

WE no (boner fee the Light, '‘but 
the grand Cheat begins ‘to deludc> us 
V .1 > from 

/ 

- * 
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from every Quarter.: iThe^very Klid-'^Lettir 
iwife hands us iiito tbe.World withTupef- • V. 
-ftitious Ceremooys, :and ; the good’ 
men aihfting at the Labor 'have a tbou- 
land Spells to avert the Misfortune, or 
;to. ptocnre the Happinefs of the Infant ; 
xnaking'-feverai ridicuious Oblervations, 
to difcover- the Omen of his future State 
of Life.' Nor is the Prieft in fbme pla- 
:ces behindohand with thele' Goflips,- to 
-initiate him : betimes, into his ■ Service, 


d>y pronouncing certain Forms of- Words 
‘as fo many powerful Charms, and uiing 
'the gentle; Symbols of Salt 'or Oil, of 
•the leverer Applications of Iron or Fire, 
oor. by marking him . after fome other 
manner,’ as;his own Right and ’Property 
ifor the. future:: The Child, it’s true,' is 
aiot.yet af&£bd by any: of tbele or 'the 
dHce' Fooierysj‘,wbatever Virtue he may 
be aft^ wards perfuaded to allow them-: 
but- this >lho>ys;h6w- early ^thole about 
‘him begin to infeft him. (if they'cbu’d) 
withtheit own miftakes,. and how- in’- 
duftrioufly every one with'wliom he has 
afterwards to do, endeavours to deprave 
his' Rcalpii ' from the very- beginning’; 

■fo that'noc remembring whep,'- or where, 

■or howche caroecby.imany’df his .No- , 
^ions, he’s tempted to believe that they 
■proceed tfropNature it f^lf;-aodisl aftd- 
c r.i B 2 nilh’d 


Origin and Force 

iLetter niOi’d to /find that any fbou*d call the 
.1. , Truth of ’em in queftion; as it will 

more evidently appear from the follow* 
ing Reflexions. > ■ 

—.4.. WE are prefently after our Birth 
, deliver’d, to Nurfes, ignorant Women of 
raeaneft .Vulgar, who jnfufe into us 
.their Errors with their Milk, frightning 
I us into quiet . with the menaces . of 
^Rawhead.' and Bloody-bones,' Buggle- 
.bows and Bullbeggars. -And. left we 
;fliou’d be loft by wandring abroad, or 
•drop into Wiells or Rivers,’ they, terrify 
^us with ftorys of Spirits, and .Hobgoi> 
■lins, making us believe that ail lonefbme 
places are haunted, and that the invi- 
.fible Powers are. prindpally aXiveiand 
;mi(chievous in the oight-timel What is 
•thus invented at the beginning ;t6 keep 
Children under Government- (a Go* 
.vernment that indeed makes%.’ehi mile* 
rable Slaves -.ever after) is believed by 
them in good earneft when they grow 
older, ' . whereby the whole. Generation 
and Country comes to.be perfuaded of 
it .at laft, and this to.fuch a degree^! that 
many. People . (other wife, prudent e- 
nough) darenot-fleepalbne in a'.Chan> 
-ber, nor travel but by. Dayr light, mqch 
lefs have . they the courage to enter 
i i into 


of fPrejudim: 

iato empty Houles' or Churches. ‘ Letter' 

:■ ' ^ i: 

. 5. FROM our Nurlesnwe are 
brought home, where we are ftili pur 
iato worle hands among idle and igno>> 
rant Servants, whole chiefcft Enter- 
tainments are Dilcourfes of^ Fairys, 

Elves, . Witchcrafts, walking .Ghofts,' 
Fortune- telling, confulting Aftrologers,- 
or fuch other chimerical Doings; de- 
lighting to fright and delude one ano- 
ther,, not feldom to carry on their pri-^ 
vate intrigues: which things,; however 
intended, never fail to make fatal im- 
preflions on the Children ; and for the 
moft part our Parents are not wiler. 

6. THEN we are fent out to School; 
where all the Youth come equally infeft- 
ed from home, and hear of nothing there 
but Dsmons, Nymphs, Genii, Satyrs; ' 
Fauns, Apparitions, Prophecys, TranP 
formations,, and other (fupendous Mi-« 
racles. We tell all our ftorys oyer again 
among our lelves; and what may be 
conceal’d from a Child in. a prudent 
Family, he’s fure to hear, of it at School,' 
where fo many Children are brought 
together, not to improve one another 
(which cannot be fuppos’d of fuch Con^ 
verfation) but to communicate. their 
B 5 ' mutual 
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loccterl mutual Miftakes and vicious Habits, toi 
II grow the more idle, and to meet with 
bad Examples. We greedily devour 
the Poets,- Orators, and Mythologift^iJ 
committing great Extra6ks of* thei^i 
Fidions tol our memory, being fut^' 
priz’d andigain’d by the Charms oF theieJ 
Stile, Numbers, and Compbfition'^ 
whereby itbomes'to>pafs»that we fvval-^ 
low the Poilon' of their ‘Errors with’ 
inexpi'cdible iPleafure, aod‘ I^y i larg^ 
Foundation for future Credulity, infen- 
fibly acquiring a Dirpofitibn for heariHg 
things rare and wonderful, ’'to imagin 
we believe what we only dread or defire^ 
to think' w’hen we are but puzzl’d that 
we are convinc’d, and to fwallow.what 
we cannot comprehend.* • i 

7. W‘‘E arb made little wifcr,- tho 
much ' more' Vain and' conceited- In ihe 
Univerfitys,.’ efpecially abroad^ syherb 
the ProfelTors-(f right ot' wrong*) mufli 
accommodate- airihings* to'-* the Law^ 
and the Religion of the Goiint'ry : or, ‘ if 
they ReaI:fomct'imes'into the Liberty of 
Fhilofophizang,! they generally run intd 
Extremes; either making tfs '^truft-rott 
little or too much to ' ;our^ Sehfes, of 
amufing us-with illufory* AbftriiEHortsi 
and Subtiicys which refine- tRt Subjeft, 

I " < ^ out 
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out of ^ciur Vidiv'V ' red 06 irtg’ 4 t '‘af lalf- to Lett^ 
merfc tjothidgv ’ • The^ Univerfityr is ‘ th^ I.- 

moft- 'fertile r'Nurfel'yfJ of^ Prejudices,* 
whereof the greateft- is^ that we think 
there to Jeatn'^tVery’ thii^, • when' iri 
reality we are taught nothins; only„we‘ 
talkbyRote with mighty affurancefhe 
precarious' ' Nations' of ’ ' our' Syftemtj 
which if- deriyM by another, we have 
not a' word further to*^ fay' out of our 
common- Road; nor any- Arguments Icfr'i 
toifatisfy 'the* Oppoler;'or our felves. 

But our comfort' is, that we- know as 
tnuch' is our Matters,* who affed: to 
{peak a^ barbarous Jargon which com- 
monly has noi Signification" and the 
main Art that fits their Difciples t(J 
take their Degrees, is to treat of very 
ordinary Matters in' very extraordinary ; 
Terms^' Yet this dos; not render thenj 
half fo infupportable to People of Sehfe', 
as* their formal Stiffnefs and Pedantry, 
their perpetual Itch of Difput'e and Con- 
tradi^ion. I purpolcly forbear faying 
any thing of the Advantage commonly 
taken there from the Inexperience of the 
•Yoiith - (who mutt naturally rely on the 
Judgment of their Teachers) to ingage 
betimes' to different Partys and 
Fadions," to Sournefs, Cenforioufnefs, 
and Bigotry for, in one word, there 
- * B 4 IS 
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8 The ^ Origin and ^ Force 

Letter is.fcarce any thing learnt- : at ^ the VUni- 

what a man muft forget, ; if 
would t be . underftoqd, Qr not, ap- 
pear ridiculous add. troubJefome,i when 
he comes inio.ptW Company:, c j . ;!j 

8. BUT, as if all thi^.ivere not 
enough to corrupt our Uoderftandings, 
there are certain Perfons hir’d, .and fet 
apart in moft Cpmmuaitys ofthe.Worid, 
not to undeceive, but to .retain r the reft 
in their, Miftakes. ; This 
will be counted a hard Saying, buti it 
cannot concern the Orthodox . Clergy,? 
and of other Priefts what can there be 
more certain, fince ’tis for this very, tea* 
Jon they are counted Heterodox .Thq 
ftrange things and amazing ftofys we 
have read Or heard (if of any' Goncern 
to a particular Religion) are .daily con- 
hrmd to us by the Preacher from the 
pulpit, where all he fays is taken for 
iruih by the greateft part of the Audi, 
tory, no body having the hbelty, .to 
contr^ift him, and he giving' out his 
C^ceits fbr/the very Qradcs 'of 
Tho every Sea will deny .this 
Or Its .peculiar Doarines (and that, we 

' Z’r “> >>«- -felfe of 

the Reform d Religion whkh we pro- 

fefc) ypt the reft affirm it with’ unde. 

• ‘ ‘ niabip 
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niable Arguments of one another; for it Letter 
is impodible they (bou'd be all or above L 
one of ’em in the right, which is 'a^>W 
Demonftration that the reft, being the 
bulk of Mankind, are retain’d . in their 
Miftakesby their Priefts. And never- 
thcleft the very Poubts about the Joysi 
of Heaveniand the Torments of Hell,* 
are enough to procure Authority for 
their infinite Contradiflions : fo ftrong 
are tthe Impreflions of Hope and Fear, 
which yet are ever founded in Igno- 
rance!.- . ; 

. ‘ • ' ■ ! - . 

. 9. WHEN we come abroad into 
the World, we find all thofe'Errors to 
be in fo high a Credit, that every one is 
gaz’d on as a Monfter, who is out . of 
thiSf univerfal’ Mode : or if .by .fome 
lufiky chance we fhou’d happen to be 
undeceiv’d, yet the prevailing Power of 
Intereft will make • us hypocritically 
(or, if you plcafe, prudently) to pre- 
tend 'the contrary, for fear , of lofing 
our Fortunes, Qmet, Reputation, or 
Lives. This coi^rms others in their 
Prejudices by our example, as much as 
if we were deceiv’d our (elves ; for 
-knowing nothing of our Minds but by 
our outward Affions, which appear io 
like their own, they judg us to be of 

.the 
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Lettex^ the (^tnfeiPerfijafion.'-' Befides; thait’ttf 
IJ maifitaln ive are' tti'ltbe Right, while 
othtts are in the Wrong, ' will' be inter*' 
preted fuchan Affrbnt to all other PeO'i 
ple/as4s 2Uan wou’d tfcn Venture >to be 
guiky-df -whoknowi Mankind, ilndi » 
refolv^^to' lead an Ca'^ Life far frbw 
the Noll^ 'and Oowd, 'and Hurry of 
the World.-' <: ■ 

, ly.'j ' . k .) • . . ..J 

to. 'TH O S E ' who ate more in love 
wichth8>Buftle ofithe Publick, or more 
under a Neceflity to endure it, genei 
rally betake themfelves to feme Pro- 
^ 'This indi fpenfably engages 

to many Prejudices Irt fiivof of their par- . 
ticular ^^alHogi' which iOall of ^em do 
hoti always ‘ iSlieve,’ yet they find i| 
theirintdreti that Others ilidu’d da(b^ to • 
gain With; d^erri thei greater Credity Rfti ' 
pufatlonj and ‘Authority. ' C a t o> the 
Cenfov wonder'd,' that when one Augur 
met another, they, did not laugh at the 
SimplidityT of thofcrwho' believ’d their 
Divinations; and if' they had done ifb 
amOng !themlelvesi(a8 we know from , 
Hiftory they often did)j^et they ’WOu’d 
never the ‘fooner^ cxpole the Craft 6f 
their Order to the People;' who thoughic 
’em' thO' infallible hiews-mongers of 
Heaven, artd who paid ’em (b well for 
' i their 
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rlitlr Hence not Only every ' tetrei^ 

Profeflion, but alfo every Rank of Men;* , J.‘ . 
have their particular Language, rWhich 
is thought by others to contain very 
extraordinary Matters, iriuch above the 
common Capacity or Comprehenfion., 

The‘ Nbbility,*. Country -Gentlerneh,. 

Jocky's,' and ‘Beaus; have, as well ^ their‘ 
feveral Gants (thO not io barbarous) as 
the Divines/' the Lawyers'; j PhyT^ians,' 
and PhilofojbhersJ Except the few wife^ 
and cunning, alf the reft are really per^ 

Iqadcd ' that they ‘are far greater-, Men 
than’ fuch'* as" ar^‘ ignorant ^bf *' their 
Terms ; 'and I have. many fimes‘'reeh a 
Mufttcr as much defpife. the good Senfe 
of thofe' who' did not underftand^ his 
noify Jargori, as^'an ^AftrOio^er, very 
prOud'of illuminating the credulous Mob 
with that vile j Stuff, which he did not 
fb "much as underftand himfelf,. In 
moft Profeidions ( efpecially in thofe 
they repute' Mechartick) the Members 
arefworh not to difeover the Myftery 
of their Trade, which very Notion of 
Myftrery makes others imagin that 
tbere^ lomething extraordinary in - Very 
trivial matters thus artfully dilguiz’d ; 
arid your Myfterys of State (tho not 
to bt pry’d into by vulgar Eyes, but to 
be Hdnrir’d with Veneration) are feme- 

'll'' 1 • 

‘ times 
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II 7he Qrmn and Force 

Letter tlrnes.as airy and imaginary, as (light- 

‘ ■ r. ■ and ridiculous as any others. . r : 

‘‘ V • 

ii.’BUT no fort of Prejudices (fick 
clofer tb“us,'6rare harder to be eradi-_, 
cated, than thofe/of the Society whereiuOy 
we live and had our- Education. Thi|' 
holds equally true of iheircivll Cuft<^a 
and religious 'Rites,,' of their Notiqns; 
and PraQices. We pan hot eafily be, 
brought to believe that ouf Ance(lors. 
were mqfily.^in the wrong, much le(s_ 
that'thofe with whom we daily converfe; 
have fo little ground, for many of their, 
Adions : efpecially fince ^we are as apt 
to love, or to admire the Opinions of 
Menas we do their Perlbns, and that, 
we are bred in the fame Perfuafion as 
well as they. On the contrary likewise, 
we freq^uently hate the Opinion for the 
fake ot the Perlbni and not left fre- 
iquentlythe Perlbn for the fake of his 
Opihion j commonly for no better rea- 
fon,', than that we were differently bred, 
andaccufl'oni’d to think'.that one who 
errs in his Notions cannot be right in 
his‘Pi^a£iice.‘ Thus the Body of the 
People ‘in all Places of the World do 
greedily,' imbibe whatever they .are 
taught (o imitate or to " refpeft from 
their Infancy, and without further ,Evi- 
- ■ ' derice 
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dence are ready to die for. the Truth Letter 
of it in'old Age; which is to become I. 
properly Martyrs to a Habit,’ but not'<-^^V>^ 
,to Religion or Truth, unlefs by mere 
. Accident. Nay, Cuftom ( which is 
not unfitly call’d a lecond Nature) has 
imprelffuch a Stamp on the very Lan- 
guage of the Society, that what is de- 
liver’d in thefe or thole .Words, tho 
Jiever fb contradidory or abftrufe, palTes 
x>rdinarily for current Trutbi but change 
your Terms, or ufe the Expreflions of 
any'’ other Party , and then 'if.lyou.fjjcak 
.Oracles, . whatever you fay is reputed 
falle, or at beft fufpe£led. . And j indeed 
it cannot well be otherwile,L(ince thefe 
Prejudices of all others muft newer be 
examin’d. ' You; may realbn your felf 
(for example) into what- Religion you 
pleafe ; but, pray, 'what Religion will 
.permit you to realbn . your: felf out of 
it? . I know feme of ’em profelsto al* 
low ^ a Liberty of examining, but iheir 
Proceedings notTeldom (how their want, 
of '.Sincerity :» for let any of. their .Doc- 
trines be call’d in doubt, or' deny 'd ;after 
-fuch an Examination, and the Ferlon 
thatdos: it will pais his time. very ilh 
If he’s not put td Death, feat into fiaf 
•nilhment, depriv’d, of* his. Employ*- 
ments^'^ fin’d, or. excommunicated; jic- 
. ' cording 
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Letter cording ’as His Church has naore or left . 

I. Power. ;t yet the Icaft he may expefb, as 
to be abhorr’d and Itun’d by the ochqr 
Members of th& Society (a thing in all 
People’s power) which every Man . has 
not Fortitude enough to bear for the 
> fake of the greateft Truths; and the very 

Dearnefs-of Acquaintance has often re^ 
tain’d Men of admirable Underftahding, 
in the external ProfelHon ofthe naaft 
abfurd and ridiculous Errors, i ^i: ;L> :o, 

r r-' ifbi'i' -i "1 i • i'j i.. J..1' jjuy 

J 13.1 A. D D I to all this vOur own F^ars 
and Vanity ; our . Ignorance /o^ Things 
i paftv <the iUnoertaiqtyl bf'< the prefent 
' Tittle, arid, our IbllicitcJus. Curiofity 
'bout what’s to come; lour Precipitation 
N . in judging, ’ our '(Inconirderate'neftf ia 
afleotiogv' and want' of due Suf^nliop 
in. examining : ..which ^ makes us .niof 
Tonly be carry ’d away by vulgar :Ecrots 
in oar 'PraSice,' to be mifledlby our 
Senfest as well as by our Appetites, and 
to take- numberleft . Fallitys feri demoo- 
drated Truths in matters of < Specula»> 
tion ; ■ but likewifeto bbLunjulTto.ttie 
Meric of - others,, to confound the litno^ 
cent with . the Guilty,; and generally.fo 
prefer the latter.' ’ And;. as 'our Pilejii- 
dices govern us, ’tis next to impodfiblc 
we ihould ever truly, difcern'whodsi the 

innocent 
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inoocpnt or guilty Peribrrr whQibasi got Lend: 
the better or the worfeiof any.Caufe; I. 
iince ouriirft Queftion is > hot what 
^ Man has done or how, but ^who> Or 
whence be is? being re^y toj approve 
or coodemo,' tO'cead over hisjSook or to 
throw'ic away, according to the Fafbioh 
or Facty.he efpoures. This furely is nei- 
ther fair not manly dealing :: and I hope 
nobody will pretend tbae it; isithe way 
to difeover Truth,* no more than to con- 
tinue: liedfaft ia.tbe Profeffiohl of Ltr; 
lince it’s .hard to conceive('(for exam^ 
pie), by what means a Man can quit the 
Alcoran iif *. he' irouft never . re^c the 
Bible ; or if a Mi^homecan ought to read 
the Bible^ ilUee. no realbn'.a-iChrifUan 
ihou’d fear to read ' the Alcorao ; which 
is as. true of all: the Books in the .Wbrlch 
{e were fuperBuous to. fpbalt any thing 
more at large of fuch common Places 
as. our predominant Paflions, JtbeCon'- 
, tagioin of. the conlibnting Multitude, . or 
the Authority of our molf mighty Mas- 
ter, I ; the .irrefiftible > Tyrant ‘.Cuftom', 
which ' equally rules < over i Princes, 
PrieAs,! ^ndPepplfi.' , lo 

■ L j.';i ft •... 1.J* n /o t. I 

ij. AFTER thele Obfervations 
we may perceive the perilious Condition 
Bf every particular Man, and how im- 

poflible 
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Letter pofllbleicappears^for him to efcapein* 
.1. feftion, to' obtain onto prderve his 
Liberty ; fince all the other then of the 
World are agreed in the (ame Con* 
fpiracy ^ to deceive him. £uc tho a Per^ 
fbn exempt from Prejudices- ieems in 
his outward Circumftances to have little 
advantage over others ; yet the cnlti* 
vating of bis Reafon will be the ebi^ 
Study of bis I Life, when on the one 
hand) he condders! that, nothing lean 
equals his inward Qmet and. Joy, feeing 
almoR all the reft of his kind ever grove- 
ling in the dark, loft in inextricable 
Mazes, agitated with innumerable 
Doubts, tormented with perpetual Fears, 
and'not fure to find any !]^d of their 
Mifery even in Death: while, oh, the 
other hand, he bimfelf is wholly fe* 
cur’d by a right ufe of. his Under*- 
ftanding againft all thefe vain Dreams 
and terrible Phantoms, content. with 
what he already knows, and pleas’d 
with new Difeoverys, without think- 
ing himfelf concern’d in things inferu*. 
table;' not led like a Beaft. by -Au- 
thority or Paftion, but giving LaW-tO 
his own Affioas as a ftee and reafb- 
nable Man. • > ' ' ' . . *■ 


•j 
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Irji I cis ,7‘:i ioi^.. j h! :. * :r. Lettet 

-*'>14. I AM :'as. leirfiblq.ias- arty in I. 
^he'Woi-ld,! SEREN^A,! 'how little 
you need that I fhou’d -further inlarge 
on this Subjeft, you having already fo 
much Knowledg and fo few Prejudices, 
realbning fo exa£Uy, thinking fb nice- 
ly, and fpeaking fo juftly. Nor is it 
for your Inftrudion (I confefs) that I 
have written now at your Defire, but 
to fhow you how much we agree in our 
Opinions; tho'Iam ready" to acknow- 
ledg that you exceed mofl: men as well 
as my Idf in Quicknels of Underftand- 
ing, as you do all your own Sex by 
your many excellent Qualitys* In the 
matter of Prejudices, you fee that at 
leaft you are not in a worfe ftare than 
other" Per fons ; or if your Circum- 
ftaiiccs are better (asl’mfure they are) 
neverthelefs you muft be content with , 
the inward Pleafure and Satisfaction of 
your own Mind, and not expeCi the 
Applaufe of the Publick, which wouM 
rather expofe you to Difgrace or Danger, 
than do Juftice to your incomparable 
Virtues. But this ought not to hinder 
your in joy ing the Happinefs of free 
Difeourfe with any Perfons worthy of 
this Honor, whom you fhall find to 
have as much Judgment and Dif 

C cretion 
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1 8 ^ * The Ortguty &c. 

Lettef cretion in reafoning, as I have Zeal 
h and Sincerity' in profefling my- (elf, 
M A D A M,' to be your rpoft faithful 
iiumbic Servant.'/ i r 
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iv'TI 'F' the beft Religion ought to 
p -’be' :diftihguilh’d by the Purity 

and Integrity of its Morals, as 

well iiby the Truth' • and Ufefulnefs. of 
its Dodrim, lam not acquainted with 
,any body more fincecdy- pious. thain 
youj^MiADAM; 'which is a Tefti- 
tnony that air thole, who have thciHap* 
tpinels to be acquainted, whhybu, rwUl 
•readily ,graot to .your Virtue! ...'iYoju 
-have, no Doubts, I’m certain, about; , the 
Souft - ' Immortality.^' 1 and ; 'Chriftiaaky 
affords thb bed:,' the dearefl; DeoionAra* 
■^ion for it, even the Revelation of God | 
himfelf. But you have often admir’d,^ 
you -lay, how the Heathens came by/ 

C * the'- 
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The Hiflory of the 


Letter the Dilcovery of this Truth, fince 
. II. they had no fuch Revelation from Hea- 
ven, and that what is fb confidently laid 
of their learmo^lF from"the“ antient 
Books of the Jews, may be as eafily 
deny’d as affirm’d ; befides that it is 
altogether groundlefs, no fuch thing 
plainly appearing in thefe Books thetn- 
Telves, tho it be roanifeft from the Pen- 
tateuch and the Series of other Hiftory, 
that many Nations had their feveral 
Religions and Governments long be> 
fore the Law was deliver’d to the 
Ifraelites. The fame holds as true of 
the pretended Preaching of Abra- 
ham, and of the Tradition of the Sons 
of Noah; thefe being as deftitute 
of any Evidence from matter of Faft, 
as in their Circumftances utterly im- 
i probable.' To have therefore the plea- 
■ fure, MADAM, of doing a Thing 
which you fignify will be very agreeable 
to you, I fball lay this Subjeft before 
'you as it appears to my felf,’ not from 
Gonjedures and Suppofitior^ v which 
give no body any real ConviGion, how- 
ever they may filence. or amufe; ' but 
-I fball argue from* unbiaR’d. Reafons, 
and the greateh Confent ,c(r -ancient . 
.Writers. ,/:,a .'-lijlr/n:? 



2. TO 
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2. T O Perfbns Icfs knowing and . 
unprejud ic’d than S E R E N A, it wou d 
(bund Rrange perhaps to hear me fpeaki 
of the Soul’s Immortality,, as of an 
Opinion; which, like fbme others in. 
Philofophy, had a Beginning at a certain 
time, or from a certain. Author who 
was : the Inventor thereof, and - which 
was favour’d or oppos’d as Peoples Per< 
fuafion, IntereR, or Im:lination led ’em. 
But fo it. was among the Heathens; 
whatever you may . think of the matter ; 
and I have fometimes confider’d with 
aftonilhment the weaknefs of thofe, 
who/ contrary, to their. own Experi- 
ence,' (eem’d afraid to acknowledg (b 
much,.*) as if the nature: of the thing 
cou’d fuffcrlany detriment from the 
Errors' of others about.it / or as if ‘the 
Heathens had not entertain’d as .ex- 
travagant Fancys about the very Being 
of God, and all the other Articles sof 
our . Religion, which no? body takes to 
beany Argument againR. the .Truth of 
them* I.'. 


)- :■/ ,:i ii . 


j. NOW thothe Egyptian PrieRs, 
the Chafdsan Magi, and the Tndian 
Brachmans have di^utedv among them- 
fclvcs about the Honor of this* In- 
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2’x • The Fiijiory of ths 

Letter vention (no lefs than thofe of Harletn 
II. and Mentz about the bcgkmihg *'of 
C/w; Printing, and iliofe of China and Eu* 
rope about\the Origin of Artillery : as 
v/ell as of Printing,, and other .Nations- 
about other Arts or Opinions) yet it. is 
exprefly afferted by. Aristotle/ 
and agreed by the generality of W titers 
as an uncontroverted Truth"/ that .the 
• moft antient Greek Philofophers did not 
dream of any i Principle or aduating 
(Spirit in the Univerfe it felf, no more 
; than in any of .the Parcs thereof: but 
i explain’d all. the Fhxnomena of Nature 
/'by Matter and local Motion, ^Levity 
and. Gravity p or the like; and.rejcOed 
all that the Poets faid of the Gods, 
Daemons, Souls, Ghofts, Heaven’, iHell* 
Vifions, Prophecys, and Miracles,'- as 
Fables invented at pleafurc, andFi^Hons 
to divert their Readers. After T h a- 
LES, Anaximander, 1 Anaxii 
MENEs, and others j had thusjraiigbc 
the Univer{c‘ to .be intinite, ap'd Matter 
to be eternal,^ tho the B^ms’.tbeFcof 
were changeable, comes A n a x a# 
CORAS (as it is unaoimoufly own’d 

»• . ; . I :> > 1 ■' Cy‘ /i 

. Li.;, t'... . . r.xlLr:;./ 

* Tvr A mHiStt Wf 'w 

v^H( s;At ^»7WK4, 

' ' . " ^ by 
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c by almoft alP Authors Heathen o’f Letter 
Cbriftian) and to this Matter adds anoi IL ' 
ther Principle,' which he- call’d the 
MIND, as the Mover and Difpofer 
of the fame : -whereupon from To cu- 
rious, fb new, and flrangean Invention 
he was firnam’d • the MIND, fbme 
deriding and others admiring him for 
this Notion. We (hill prefently fhov(^ 

• , how he came by this Difeovery, tho 
moA of thole that preceded him made 
infinite Matter the Frincifie of aiH 
things. » ’Tis true that Thales 
maintain’d Matter to = be elTentiallf 
Water, as Anaximenes affirm’d 
it to be Air; and that by' various 
Rarefadions and Condenlations all 
things were form’d out of thele Ele^ 
xnents, and refolv’d into them agaim: 
but the meaning of both is, that the 
Particles of Matter are extremely fubn- 
til and in perpetual - motion like Air or 


.{ ‘ Aridoc. Mcaph.Ljr. Placo in Phadone. .Cic.de 
Nat. Door. Li. Diogea. Lacrc. ia Anaxag. Pluurch. 
inPericle, &inplacic. Philof.l. i. Tercul. de Atiima. 
Ciena. Alex.Scronuc. 1. 2. Eufeb. de Pnep.Evang. L 
14; Auguit de Civ. Dei, 1. 8. Themid. Orat. 1$. 
Enam Proclus, Simplicius, cum mulcH %li<s, tarn Gen- 
tUibasquam Chriftianis. 

L * Pio|ea. Laert. io Anaxag. Snidas in Anaxagon. 
.Plitarch. inPcridc. 

I IV ‘ • r-* 

C 4 Water; 
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■T4 Jh'e ^HiJiary -hf.. the 

Lettet Water ; from; which. Motion» iahd the 
ir. Infinity, .of the Univerfe, : the Whole 
vr/%^'Tribeof;'Philofcipher 8 (as weifaid juft 
■- now) accounted for all^thePbaenohiena 
of Nature, till An A XAGOR AS ad- 
ded .the moving and ordering. Mind. . 


r\ 


4.' O N E wou’d think that a Perfori, 
V'ho' delervM fd well of the. Greeks, 
;|bou’d have met with futable Rewards 
a.nd Applaufe;..but whether :it be that 
the other Philofopbers envy’d hirh, or 
that they, willi’d there was’ no Spirit, 
or that, be did (not fufficientlyanfwer. 
their. Obje(iioosi..of whatever were the 
.lealboi ’lisi certain that he*was' unfori- 
,tunate in 'bis. Reputation at that time 
.and ever fince, 'having bin very ill lisM 
i)y all Parties,. for no caufe that I;;can 
lee, bUttfiat hedid not.fully.;corae:up 
tQ.'atjy of .them.j.'. Some! affert: that^ he 
•d.id; not uriderdandthe. corpufcular Phi- 
lolbphy, and that he efpous’d the Opi- 
nion brTEe Teparate'Mihd (for he was 
•jiot nhei 'Aatbonof it(.)' • to > lave hira- 
•lelf' -iahdn- DT;,dnde’rft4nding“M6.- 
,phapicJis, /cr, making': long Deductions 
•and ''accurate Obfefvationsj' dr 'prying' 
'into'the Nature' of TNngs.l-i^ndiasiU 
.Confirm«tkm.‘^of > thisfi they r. tell you 
fhat in ether Matters his 'Itntiginaifdh 
;i. 1- i-' was 


DigItizSd 


SouVs Immortality^ 2 j 

was very grols, witnefs his ' teaching Letter 
that the Sun was little bigger than the II. 
Peninful of Peloponnefus ; that the 
Earth was flat, and not round ; that 
the Firmameut was made of Stones, 
which were kept from falling by their 
fwift Rotation ; that in. Generation 
the Males came from the Mother's right 
Side, and the Females from her left; 
that Snow was black ; and that the Par«> 
tides of all things, as of Blood, or 
Bones, or Gold, or Milk, were, already 
form’d and exifl;ent from Eternity, but 
that they conflituted Blood, or Gold, 

Black' or C^een, as it happen'd that a 
Cifiicient Number of them were brought 
together into one Body, fo as greatly to 
iurpafs the. Particles of any other fort, 
which Opinion the Greeks exprefs by 
the Word Homoeomeria* cThcy further 
! laught at him for leaving his Grounds 
to the difcretion of his Sheep, that he 
might be the more at leifure for the 
Study of Aftronomy, in which his 
Syflem of the Sun and the Stones of 
the Firmament (hows he was a wonder- 

C d i . ■( ' 

: ii ' i iT- > ■ . I j ii ? .1 ' .. > — ' 

J. Vide Diog. Lacrc. in Anaxagora,. .&ad.eum Anno- 
tatores. 

• Diogen. Lacrc. in Anaxagora, ^ : • 

ful 


t 


TJ)i Hfflorj of the 

Lcttef ful Profksicnt they blam’d him for neg* 
IL Icding what was neceffary -and pro» 
htable in' Life, and giving* himfelf up 
to '’fpecuiative, ablirufe, and remote 
Confiderations, which are wholly ufelefs 
and - uncertain ; and laid that hede- 
fervedly wanted Bread in his old Age, 
having bin in danger of ftarving with- 
out the afliftance of his Scholar P e r i- 
CLiEsJ Thofe who believ’d a divine 
intelligent Being, counted him a muh> 
grel Philolbpher between themfelvesand 
thofe of the lonick SeG^, and were an- 
gry with him for not employing his 
ordering Mind on every occafion ; for, 
as often as be cou’d without it, he^ex- 
plain’d all the Phacnomcna of Nature by 
i;he AGion and ReaGion of^Bodys on 
one another. Plato (in. his PhadoJ 
introduces Socrates charging him 
with tlus very matter, and Blowing no 
fmall cotuempt for his Books. For . the 
iamereafbn he w'as not counted Onho- 
dox by feme Fathers of. the Chriftiati 
<^hurch,' nbtwithftanding his adding 
' Spirit to Matter ; and ' I rt n ^ us 
(in his fecond Book againft Herefys) 
'dns not only call him irreligious^,— iw 

. A-,: «_ 

; Lib. 2. de Hantf. ^ a. ■ j' >i ■: 

1. 1 - allb 
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alfb irt'prccife ‘twms an Atheift, and' Lettet 
laysl diat he was^ To' ftil’d by othersv II. 
Ct>£M«NS Alex ANDRiNus bears 
very hard upon him with Puns, which 
I ^1 In here render Word for word, 
u A 1!^ A X A' G o r'a %\ (ays he, vom tht firfi 
i^ho added Mindko things : but^he did not 
freferv'e the Dignity of the efficient Caufcj' 
defer ibihg certain mindlefs V orte^esy to~ 
getlier wJih ' a Mihdlefnefs and InaBion of 
the Mindi.- ‘And ^Aristotle com- 
part him to a-Pok that brings' off his 
Hero with a Mirade,^ when no natural 
Caule can ftve him : for he affirins that 
“Ana X a g o r as makes ufe'ofthe Mind 
as of' a' Machine in the Formation of the 
World ; and produces it onlyt when he doubts 
by what Cauje it neceffarily exi/ts * but in 
other matters^ he dffigns any other Caufe 
of' the things which are made rather than 
tht'Mind. However, there wanted 
Bot*thofe among the ' Amients and Mo- 
derns who entertain’d a more favorable 



* EtTM KAt Tfurof W€SHrt TW NW'TO#? 

ittje^iyfuiityy dOjC nA iret tTVfym Tty ^ot- 

■mtMy^ Ttyitf ayoiflvf eaed^aypufiay, nr yu Vi N« 
•air^iA It Keu Avotiu Stromat. I. 2 . 

• I ■ Ai^«t;p£5ej 7ry»f T9> 

rcofffMTrtitAr 'y xeu iivv errtyns’^ JhtTtv aray~ 

tuK fftt * "wn €A)ui tu!1*y : ik A ro/f mrja 

-tu\t<UTtu ’ray }<voi*tv«y ti nr- Mctaph.1. i. 

fif ) Opinion 


i 8 7 he Hijlory of the. 


Lettef Opinion of* him, and -the; gica^i Dr^ 
II, B u R N E T (in his ! Archaeology), faysr 
that his Sirname of the Mind is farmore 
honorable than thofe of Africanus and 
Afiaticus ; nor did, A n a r A-O o r A s' 
fail of fetting a juft Value on bis own 
Worth; for after his Exile ^(whether 
for Atheifm in ungodding the^Flanets, 
or for Treafon in confpiringjWith^P E: 


RicLEs) when fome body told. him 
that he was . depriv’d of the Athenians, 
he immediately -anfwer’d, I not 1 of 
them, ht they of me-^ ./ . j. „ • 


.1 


. ,, 5 .^ P H E R E q Y P E.S ,pf the Iftand 
Syfus, ;.as . we are iTifprav’d by C i c e- 
R o and others; was the ftrft among the • 
Greek Philofophers that committed the 
Immortality of huinatjf Spul§ to writing; 
for tho Th ALE.S' is faid to have bin 
of the fame ! Opinion, yet he publifbM 
“nothing; and M.a.ximus Tyrius 




- L*— J* c« io» . ... ... 

’ Diogenes Laertius in Anaxagora ; t 

.... .1 ■ 

. A Credo eguidem etiom aluR fed (quod Lieteris 
.extet) Pherecydes Syrius prlmutn dixit Animo* Ho- 
minum'cfTe fempiternos. Hanc Opinionem Difcipulus 
f jus Pythagoras maxime confirmavit.; Tufc, Husji. L i. 
* . EKiW^^ xo/jov ’r^ajov Tfit 

rtiffjitf. ; Diogo^ . 19 
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,.Soul*f Immortality^ 

(ia ,bis twenty eighth pil^rtation)^, af- Letter 
with C i{c £ R 9 . that H.y" t h a- Jf. ' 

O o JiiA,?. tbf^ ^pifciple of V^VX^ 

E R;E <; Y D E .s, '. ttr4S the frfi O^Oftg 
the Greeley ^k?.\4^^fi ?PJ^Ph ^AtntAin. that 
\the Bodf\ only djfU^; hut] that the Soul was 
immonalff n^ith/er fuhjeii to^Jge jiof Cor^ 

"ifind that it .exijled before it tame 
hfil vr. ;-}You/ec, it^was fo great an In- 
Dovatieij;^ that he wa^ recfcn’d a bold 
,Mani who had Courage enough to vent 
.1^7; Afterwards f i, A.t o and the r^ 

f reedily itnbrac’d this Doftrinc ; ind we 
now J19W jwidelyjthc Grecians cou’d 
fprcadf,k, by their numberlels ^Colonys 
JQj Alia, ^ in Italy, in Sicily, in, Gaule, 
and other Parts of the World, as well 
a? by their Poets, Orators, Hiftorians, 
and Philofophers, vvhofe Works were 
(bjmuch admir’d by other Nations for 
their Subtlity, Politeneft, and Learning, 


6. BUT the next Queftion is, 
whence Anaxagoras and his 
Followers (who pretended to no divine 
ilcvelations)’ borrow’d this Invention. 


.r 


.Ji I 

Mr 
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.(n-jl.) .1 . ; . ^ . . Jit L 

.S f .UuJiay&t A _i,'Za^aof ,?rf«7o« tv ,.70ff 
.dlp\fuitnr.efrtty, 57 / to fitv au^ » 

.lA km ja^m^Ktu 

mtu <rciy nkny Av^, ‘ 
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'io The Hijlory <if the 

Lcycr It is evident from antfent McinUrnirtfs 
,n. that he and the other Philofophers of' his 
with the Poets and MyihoIo^iC^, 
jlearnt it partly' froni« the* Magki\W"heb 
thePerfians tranlpbrted^tlfeir Arpl^fntb 
iGreecc, and 'partly from thePriefty'erf 
'E^pr'when they travcPd 'for ICndvi^ 
Icdg into that Country;;' • dr 
had' his Philofophy'* of the^Egj'ptTTO 
Prielfs. : P L A TOi‘ was in Egy^ a long 
time, ’he has’a great many of the Egyp- 
ttaij D,oftrin§ iti his , Works/ antf‘:is ac- 
knowledg’d ' by" all TO have'‘iearrit''-Cff 
’ theni aiSj of their DHciple ' 

G o'r’a s. as well as of the Peffan’May, 
whatever he has deliver’d about • tfe 
Immortality of the Soul, the different 
Manfions of the Juft and UnjiHF, in 
a future State, ' the Expiations' 'of 
Crimes, the Lakes and Rivers,'' • the 
Meadows, Caves, and Monftcr$‘‘-'of 



* DiogcB, Lam. in Thalece. Clera. AIacand. Strosf. 

1. 1 .- Eufeb. dc Przpar. Evangel. 1. lo. Jofeph. l.j. 
contra Ap. ' - ' * ‘ 

* Diod. Sic. 1. 1 . Cicero I. 5 . de Finibus, Lib. de 

Seneihatc. Tufe. Quart. 1. r. ' Ariftot. Mctaphrb-i. 
Diog. Laert. in Platone. Quintilian, lib. i. Clem. 
Alexandria, in Admonir. ad Gent. Valer. Max. l.S. 
Phifoftrat. vit. AppoHon.' lib. i. Hieronymus- Mib. 
3. Ep.'i. ad Paulinam. ' 'Lart 8 nc. 'Hb.' 4 . cum muitis 
aliii . . ■ ■ V i r ' ^ .iJ 1.- < 
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5o«ivi ImmortalkjiT M 

Hell. P Y> TiHiA G o'-R' A ©oe I of ^ rfffi iJette# 

gteateft' Travellers in' the' Worldy.' coh» •If. 
vert’d with' thc -Chaldaean' /Magiv‘ithe’’'^v^ 
Indian Gy mnofbphiftsy -and* particularly 
with the Egyptian iPrielh: .and^ Pro>- 
phets, ' fuSering Ji imieif ro i»e ' ‘ '^iFcnint 
cis^d that.be might be admicted-vto 'llea)' 
tbelecret Do&riiis xif the latter^ 1 which 
they wou’d not communicate to. him 
without this Condition. I will not 


here'ihfifl; bojfhe Poets, ^ as O iL^' k eu s, I 
H OMERjiipb any Mother efi rhe-moft j 
ara^ent^ who. yec are all confe&to^have ' 
horicdw’d' theici Fidioas. frdm‘4ihe Egyp* 
tiaosy as may beileen’tinothe^hM Book 
ofi i£> 1 6 b OR'U'S. SiG'.a&usw3u>.A^ 
ja k X A 6 OiR A‘s : Wi^ hi# taiight by the 
M^gVba’vihgbm twisty.' years of ilge .. 
lut. the Expedition'; .of ^ X rs^'. ind 
(ftsi ’D ion y.&i us P halb r BU i fe» 
mes). he begun tQ^ pbiloiophiseMa 'A* 
thens atthOle'Yeart..\ He wasi Hearet ~ 
of ..A NAxiMEN £s,. and'.(as'TMEO* 
90 RBT and Amm.i:a N us} Mar- 


. Hcrodot. m.TJbIit>*'' Plod.: Sic.' Itrfiv.'iGiccra dc 
Fioibus L 5... PjtnriHift. Nat. J. ctiaia iib. a$*' 
Diogen. Laerc. in Pychag. Ifocrac. in laude Pufindi^ 
^aliipafllm.; - - ^ • - v : , 

•‘Ocm. Alex. - Theodprct*^n,Scrta*.cona« 
^r^os.^ • ^ ' ■*. V w. 3 


I Piog. Laerc. in Anaxagon* . .» • ; 


; S. 
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3 1 The' Hifiary of the 

Letter CELL IN us inforra us) r had traVel’d 
.II. likew.ife into 1. Egypt fb ^ that we 
plainly perceive whence he: had his No* 
tiortoI the orderiogMind. The Greeks 
learnt feveral things of the 'Magi] ia 
-thofe lDays> which afterwards. iqlpir*c| / 
others ;With . the , Defire ofz going iihto 
thole Parcs for. perfeding theif/ 
ledg. ] r- > jcn vn.ij 

J ,r. : •iiij jinrliiv-' ,V 

7* RUT the great -Doubt ftill xb^ j 
mains, who were the firft »Invehtor« of ' 
the Do£h*in of Spirits among the Hea-i- ! 

' thens, the Egyptian Priefts, the Chali . 
dsan Magi, iior,< the /^Indian Bramiim - 
Paus A NIAS; is vcry.'ipofitive'ih fa* i 
vour of. . the I two laft: ‘ For^ layy he, i 
I know the Chalddetn Md I»did» .jMagi I 
to be the frfij who affirmed • thst the 'Soui 
of Md» WAS immortil', and of this* the} 
perfudded.as weU other ^Greeks, \ as '^ef* , 
feefAByV 1. AT o the Son of AristoNv 
A fewi more ! Greeks , befides P a li s a-* 
NIAS (and from their Authority lotnc 


*' * Theodoret/dcGrJEC. AfFed;' Serm. 2 . 'Theodor* 
Melitenioc. Proana. in AiFronomian;. i Aitini. Marcel* 
1,22. ' ' • li. ■ -iG 

* 'Ey* cA XccAcTtf/v; )>j.i lyJiuy rJf Ma*^ • 

*Sf dSkvetTof tjw ayd-goTns 4*^^ 

yjj E^Anyuy aAAo/.TC tTu^oay, yjj riuSA 
riA*7wi' e Aeifarof. Meffeniac. . ' . ! o ' 
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Sours Immortalityl g j 

of the Roman Writers ) believ’d the Letter 
Chalda:ans to have bin at lead the In- II. 
ventors of Aftrology, if not of the 
Soul’s Immortality. But we might pro- 
duce an Army of Witneffes, if the 
things did not fpeak themfelves, to 
prove that the Oialdaeans ( to whom 
the Bramins ' were Dilciples) had all 
their Learning and Religion, and con- 
fequently the Immortality of the Soul, 
no lefs than Aftrology, from the Egyp- 
tians. Wecou’dfhow that Macro- 
Bius * did not exaggerate, when he , 

call’d Egypt the Mother of the SciettceSf 
and its Inhabitants the Parents of all the 
Arts in Philofophy, the frjl of all Men 
that dar^d to fearch and nteafnre the Hea- 
ve ns ^ and the only Perfons skilPd in ad 
Divine things ; that is to fay, the beft 
Divines then in the World. But fuch 
a Difquifition not being abfolutely ne- 


’ cAi o tv 7ij> vmJleuxf, mi 

TKf itvcu 7 UV Mciytv ^naiv. Oiog. 

Laerc. in Prosmio HiAor. Philofophoruni. 

* Dies quidem hie incercalaris, aotequam quincus 
Annus incipiac inferendus, cum ^gypti mams Artium 
rationc confentit. Saturnal. iib. i.c. 15. Plato ^Egyp- 
tios omnium Philofophii Difciplinanim Parentes fc- 
cutus eft. Somn. Scip. 1 . 1. c. 19. Quos conftac primes 
omnium Coclum feruuri & metiri aufos. Ibii. c. 21. 
Imitatus j^gyprios folos divinarum rerum omniuin 
‘confeios. Saturnal. 1 . i.c. 14. 

- . D ceftary 
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^4 Mjlory of the 

Letter ceflary here, we muft be content with 
U, juft what makes for our purpofe. . ^ 

8. THOSE who attributed the In- 
vention of Religion to the Chaldaeans, 
had noreafon but their becoming lb fa- 
mous for Aftrology (which they firft 
taught the Greeks ) and the mighty 
Noiie which they made every where 
about Spirits and ’Daemons, their Hierar- 
chy of Angels, the final Conflagration 
of the World, and feveral other Notions 
like to thefe. But this Aflertion is 
eafily overthrown by more antient and 
numerous Authoritys. Herodotus, 
the Father of Hiftory, lays that ' 
Egyptians nere the frfi of Men who in- ■ 
Jlituted JjfemhlySf Shows^ and Pilgri- 
mages in honour of the Gods, and that 
from them the Greeks have learnt it ; of 
which he a Hedges for a Proof, that thefe 
Things were practis'd from remote Times 
by the Egyptians, whereas but very lately 
by the Greeks. ’Tis confeft by all that 


' Tlaviiyvetat J'i K%t rToyLTAf jmu 
TScJjot Atyv'/jiot it Tnoirofitvot i kcu 

mt-fif. ru'Jav it Ttxpieiov /s 

(Aet t«7» tocA*. ^ 'At (MV yxg feuvoyjcct tx T6AA* lie 
’rTo/fvji^iyttt, dt ys»s7 trowinffay. 

the 
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' '.Souls Immortality r 

the Athenians had a great part of their Letter 
Worftiipfroin their King Cecrops II. 
an Egyptian; they had many Cuftoms'^-^'^ 
from Danaus and his Daughters of 
(be Arne Country, and the Eleufinian 
and Samothracian Myfterys were only 
Copys.'from thofe of Is is and Osi- 
ris. As to Adrology particularly, 
Herodotus maintains, ’ That tjbr 
Egyptians fir ft invented what Month and 
Day /bond belong to each God, and on 

■ whatever Day any Per fan was to be born; . ' ^ 
.what was ^ to be his Loty what Death he 
fltOfPd die, and how be ftjon d live \ and 

that, thefe things were made ufe of by fuch 
Greeks as were addiHed to Poetry. To 
the Ame purpofe Dion Cassius 
Ays, ' That the Difpofition of the Days 
according to the [even Planets was the In^ 

■ vention of the Egyptians, tho not com- 
municated to all other People but very late- 
ly ; and that it was utterly unknown to 


• *■ Ka/ <0>Xct AiyurOtMTi Kt 

% tuu n/a/n iottm -Hjw otiu w } xmj % iKo^i 
i'ltMei tyiuit*9Vy >uu iicuf 

mu exM@* i9U‘ mai 0/ tV 

Woitmt yvofmoi t"xyae0.v\o. Lib. 2. 

• * To A ff agiiaf 7«< ^haytlidi *»w- 

uaOtnni 7<t< arnltfn i»V A/jvt- 

*')/«►, tBHn A Ml f»i imflat ^ m\du 'xaji, 

«K Kiy^ <i««ir, . '0/,yup ‘EMwif 

nJkfut aihoy waykifie uJWtu mmalk. lib> 37* .. 

‘ D » ikrg 
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■^6 TJ:e Htflory of the 

Letter the oldGreciaris. Herodotus again 
II. ' acquaints us with what the Egyptians 
affirm’d from their own moft antient 
"Records, ' That they had frji in ufe the 
Sirnames of the twelve greater Gods, and 
that the Greeks borrowed thefe things of 
them : that they were likewife the frfi who 
appointed Altars, and Statues, and Shrines 
■for the Gods, and to carve Animals in 
Stone. Tliis is further confirm’d py 
Lucian, whofe Words are thefe : 
\The Egyptians are [aid to be the frft of 
' Men who had the Kjjowledg of the GodSf 
who - built Temples, - and infiituted Shrines 
and Affemblysi They were likewife the 
' fr(l who underjlood the facred Names or 
Words, and t he' fr (I that taught the- fa- 
cred Difcourfes or Language. --But not 
long after the ■ AJfyrians learnt the Doc- 
trin of the Gods from the Egyptians ; they 


l SuatiKi.. A 

'J/vf KAi 'Es^hnvoi a,v<0^uv : ' 

'•Tt Ktu vnv( eurewiJtM 

YMl CuA £K Atbntst t\yhV.\M. Lib. 2. I . 
c? * i^iv Aryv-Zj/oi Siur 

' 7i fl'TO/HI' retQiV, Ml l£J5 UCttStOA, Mi Mt 

■mv\\y.iejtij( a'^rqJlnya.i. Tlfdjoi J'i jctfl i 
’ tyywAV^ kai h.cyn( ifvf tM^AV. MfjA t\e « 

VffV^ TAf' A/yu-Aiay S\.oy>v Aojvfiiw, sf siXAffAr, 

VAl IfA KA/ ytltlf HyVfAy, tv rcifft KAt AyAhfAA}* 

XA.I ^OAVA tsycTAi^a'.. ro tt m^MoyiLAt TAt AiyrAwff 
A^tAYOL y*9t iKT*!*.- Ocfica Syria. , 

, * K ■»//* 
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Soules Immortality. ' 

alfo built Temples and Shrines ^ and in 
thefe they placed Images and ere£led Sta- 
tues : yet of old the Temples of the Egyp- 
tians were xvithout any Statues, Here 
are decifive Paffages againft the AtTy- 
rians and the Greeks. But let’s hear 
‘Diodorus Siculus of the Ma- 
gi in particular. The Egyptiansy fays he, 

\ affirm that many Colony s were 'fpre ad over 
the World - out 'of their Country. For 
B E L u s, who is reckoned the Son of 
Nept u N E and Libya, led a Colony 
into the Land of Babylon ; and having fxt 
his Seat near the River Euphrates^ he did 
after the manner of the Egyptians infti- 
tute Priefsy exempting them from pub- 
lick and expenfive Offices ; and by ' the 
Babylonians they are fliPd Chaldeans, who 
obferve the Stars after the Example of 
the PrieflSy and natural PhilofopherSi and 
JJlrologers of Egypt, This is back’d 


’ '0/ vv ktyj-rmi KAt (iijx tavJa atoikia( 
?rA«/caf AtyjrJn kaIa TtAvajf mu ontn- 

Mvv\v: ttf BAfiu\uvA fiiv }«.? A)Ay<(u Aro/Kitf BiiAo;/ 
joy noTHjioyof eivAi kai AiCwif : ov ticl^a 

rov EvpfA^4V TojAuoy ' xxt^tJ'm-Sti^A, J's 
KAlAtHTA^I ’TAiATKoaUf 7»f KAt' Al-}U7r]oy 
KAI TAini( ^flJs^}IA{ ATO\i\VlAiyV(, K( BAaV\ca-/lol KA- 

Avn : ta( t» T<t»atn>fti(r«.'{ -twi at^cuu r>s%; 

foiUffAiy /u4fAiiiAtyii( Ttf TA! Aiyurnoif laufy kai 
yveiKtft tTj j\i Af(y\fytf. Lib. i. ' 

D 5 by 
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^8 Tl^e tiiflory of the 

J-.ctter by ' Pausanias, who fays. That.. 

II. Bel'US the BebylonUn had hu Name 
j'rom B E L u s an Egyptian the Son of' 
Libya. And * Diodorus repeats 
once again, That the Egyptians faid the 
Chaldeans of Babylon xoere defcended from 
themy and that they learnt from the Egyp- 
tian Priejls that Ajlroiogy which gave ^ 
them fo much Reputation. To tire you 
with no more Proofs, the Egyptians 
had many opportunitys to fpread their 
DoQrins in Afia as well as in Africa 
(cfpecially before the Afly rian Monar- . 
chy) by the prodigious Conquefts of 
Sesostris and his Succeflors even, 
into India, much further than Alex-, 

' AN DER the Great cou’d penetrate many 
Ages afterwards. Sesostris was 
likewife in Thracia, and feme other 
Parts of Europe. * N eg e p s o s, ano- 
ther Egyptian King, is related to have 
taught many myfterious Rites to the 
Magi, the lienees not being then un- 


’ *0 •I' ^a£v\uvt anra avS'(ji Bha» 

TV A/Cinif oyofjcec Mcffcniac. 

* Xt rv( ty BaCvXay/ a/ironvtt A/jvt- 

Tiav TW At^cLv iytty TW Tee/ vtt Ar^xo;<« 
vcL^x 'my ^lifiuy yM^y]dt/( my Aryj’ltvuv. Lib. I. 

' ’ Quique Magos docuit Myftcna vana Nccqjfos. 

■ ’ ' Aufm. Epijf. ip. 

worthy 
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Sours Immortality, 

worthy of Princes; for 'Porphy- 
ry tells us, Ttiu the Race of the Magi 
was fo potent and honorable among the 
PerJianSj that Darius the Son of 
Hystaspes caus'd to be •infcrib'd 
among other things ^ on his own Monument^ 
that he was Majler to the Magi. I know 
the Jews and a world of Chriliians 
pretend that the Egyptians had aH* their 
Learning from Abraham, a Chal- 
dean by Nation, tho not by Profeffion, 
a Stranger who liv’d there only two 
years, and who probably fpoke a dif- 
ferent Language. The Pentateuch 
makes no mention of his Learning ; 
or if he underftood Aftronomy or any 
other Science, why did he not take the 
fame pains to inftruft his own Nation 
as he did the Egyptians ? for the Jews 
were of all Eaftern People the moft 
illiterate ; whereas it is recorded in thp 
AQ:sof the Apoftles for the Honor of 
Moses, not that he follow’d thi? 
Do6krins of Abraham, but that he 
was educated and had excell’d in all 
the Learning of the Egyptians. The 


* 'OuJa a (jttya, Kett 

nrofusith /^ctftoy rov 

7tf funtpiTT, •jr^i ran et\Aa/<, on mi M*- 
'34K»P jvofjp AiJihffiUiKK- Os Abflin. Animal. 1. 4.'- 

D"4 ‘ ‘Pentateuch 


19 

Letter 

II. 


.. 7 . V. 22. 




’40 The Hifiory of the 

Letter Pentateuch it felf makes mention of 
II. their Religion and Sciences long before 
the Law was deliver’d to Moses, 
which is an indifputable Teftimony of 
their Antiquity before any Nation in 
the World. 

9. HAVING thus done ’Juftice to 
the Egyptians, and proving them to 
have bin the Fountains of Learning to ' 
all the Eaft, the Authors of the Chal- 
dasan and Greek Religions ; I come 
■ now, SERENA, to fhow that they 
^were the firft among the Heathens, who 
'particularly afferted the Immortality of 
/ the Soul, with all that depends on it, as 
Heaven, Hell, and the intermediate 
Spaces, Spefters, Vifions, Sorcery, Ne- 
cromancy, and all kinds of Divination. • 
H ERODOTUS, who liv’d long in their 
Country, who convers’d familiarly with 
their Priefts, ' who carefully diftin- 
guiChes what he law, and ask’d, and 
examin’d, from Hearfay and Report, 
and who had opportunitys to fearch into 
their Antiquity and Opinions the beft 


’ fter ^ yvufxtif ){gj 

•Tuvja Myuffi £si .* ec.m rnXiy AtyuTVut 
Xtynf tfiay ttKnoy, vrfyffffcu Avfoi^l 

JM/ •m L. 8. , 

of 
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Souls Immortaltty, 41 

of any body, is very clear and poGtive. Letter 
' The Egyptians, fays he, were the firft II. 
who maintained this Opinion, that THE 
Soul of Man is Immortal; 
that the Body Being dead^ it removes into 
fome other 'Animal that is born ; and that 
when it has taken its Circuit thro aU 
terrefirialy marine y and volatile BodySy it 
enters again into the Body of fome Man 
that is born. Now this Courfe is per- 
formed in the fpace of three thoufand 
Tears. Certain Greeks have made ufe of 
this Do^riny as if it were of their own 
Invention, fome fooner and others later ', 
whofe Names, tho known to me, 1 pur- 
pofely forbear to write. Diodorus 
Siculus acquaints us who ’ they 
were : and here, to name no other, we 
fee whence Pythagoras had his 
Tranfmigration, of which I fhall have 


* UftJjoi J\^ Kdu rev hryev ktyjTnei «« 

uSwaJes i T it aa(M}o( 

KtiJetfSivoy'Jof, a (^uov tuet yvoynvov j 

iTIWV A Trt^A tv. KAt Ttt .SttAttMTrt, 

Ktu 7* m-mvA, eurnt sf av^poTr* o»(4c yaeyAVW 
Tnv Tietet^tia-tv </ls twin tv ret<r^- 

hjotfft tjifft. T»7^> 7?» eiffi ot 'Ewmvm vx^vtanvie, 

•/ fur TT^ultesv, 0 / Awsigjr, utv-mv tow, raf 

ija ftJivf >ht^vvoiJLtt}A K yfjtpu. L. 2 . . 

* Orpheus, Mufanis, Melampus, Daedalus, Homcrus, 
Lycurgus, Solon, Plato, Pythagoras, Eudoxus, Demo- 
critus, iEnopis. 1. 1 . Alii alios oomioaot. 

cccafion 


Tl?e HiJlorjof the 

Letter occafion to make (pme mention before I 
II.' have done. Thus it was with other 
Doftrins. Yet, as I hinted before, be- 
caufe.tbe Greeks learnt moft of their 
Aftronomy and Aftrology from the Ma» 
gi, they imagin’d them to have invent- 
ed thofe Sciences : for by reafon of their 
Colooys in ^AGa and in the Ionian 
IHands, they were acquainted witli the 
Magi, muchibonerthan with the Egyp- 
tian Prophets, having little knowledg of 
the latter, till Egypt was conquer’d by 
the PerGans, and till the time of A l £ x- 
ANDER the Great; travelling after- 
wards very frequently thither, and in 
great numbers. 

10. THE Getes learnt the Immor- 
tality of the Soul from their Country- 
man Zamolxis, who was Servant 
and Dilciple to Py T H AG OR A s, and 
who'fo wrought by his ‘ Addreft on 
thofe Scythian Nations, that they not 
only receiv’d Laws from him, and the 
Dodrin of a future State ; but (b 
great was their Refpefl towards him 


’ Herodot. I. Strabo I. i6. Mnafeas & HcUa- 
niciK in E^ mologico magno. Porphyr. in Vita Pj dl^g. 
Piog. Lacrt. in Pythagora. \ ■ , 

for 


Digitized by Google 


■ SouFs IrnmortaUty, 4^ 

for.tbefe Benefits, that after his Death Letter ' 
they worOiip’d him as a God. This II. 
Opinion of changing the prefent Life 
for a better, made them fo fearlcfs in 
Battel, and fo ready to ‘ expofe them- 
idves to the greatefi Dangers, being 
continually fir’d to a noble Emulation 
by their Poets, who (like the*Gallick 
Bards) eterniz’d the Memory of thole 
magnanimous Worthys that lofl: their 
Lives in War. The Druids of Gaule 
(of whom were iffu’d thofe in Britain) 
who were of the fame Perfuafion with 
theGetes, and who* taught the Tranf* 
migration of Souls, borrow’d theii* Let- 
ters from the Greeks, and probably 
their Philofophy, as Julius CiE- 
SAR'in * exprefs 'words informs us. 

This might eafily be done by means of 
the moftantient Greek Colony of Mar- 
feilles, famous for Arts and Learning. 

They might have a Communication 
with thofe of the Grecian Country and 
Religion behind them in Italy. And 
from • their " Neighbors the Germans 


’ Pompon. Mela I. 2 .c. 2 . cumaliispame innumeris. 

* Czfar de Bello Gal. 1. 6. Pompon. Mela 1. c. 2 . 
Amm. Marcel 1. x $• Plinius aliique. 

* Cum in reliquis fere Rebus, publicis privatilque 
Bationibus, Gncch Littcris ucaBCur. Lib. €. de Bellq 
Callica 

(who^ 


Digitized by Google 



44 

Letter 

II. 


( 


The Hiftory of the 

(who'are often comprehended under the • 
the name of Celts as well as themfel ves) 
they might likewile receive the Doc- 
trin,of Zamolxis. But however 
this cou’d happen, Lucan in the 
firft Book of his PharfalUj fings of all 
thofe Nations in this manner. 

- I The numerous Peofles of the frozen 

• North 

Are truly happy in their fond Miflake,^ 
' 'Not fearing Death that dreadfuUefi of 
. fears. 

Hence their rough Minds are alxnays 
bent on Arms, 

’ Hence their (lout Heroes fmiling meet > 
• ' • their Death, ' 

And hence they think it Cowardife to ' 
[pare 

A Life, thais certain to return 
again, 

1 1. BUT tho I have trac’d this 
Opinion to its Source, 'yet your.Queftion, 
MADAM, is Bill unrefolv’d, till I 


’ * ; certepopuli, quos delpidt Arftos, ^ . 

Felices errorc luo, quos, ille Timornm 
^ ■\iaximus, baud urgec Lethi raetus. Inde rucndi 
In Fcrrum mens prona viris, Animscquc capaces . 
Mortis, & ignavutn rcdicurae parccre vitae. , 

c ’ explain 
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explain how the Egyptians themlelves Letter 
cou’d frame fuch a Notion w'ithout Di- II. 
vine Revelation. To this I anfwer, 
that their Funeral Rites, and their j 
hiftorical Method of prelerving thej 
Memory of deferving Perfbns, feem in I 
all probability to have bio the occafional 
Gaufes of this Belief. Their way of 
burying, you know, was by embalming 
the dead Bodys, which they depofited > 
in fubterranean Grots, where they ' 
continu’d intire for thouland^of Years ; • 
fb that' before any Notion of leparate 
or immortal Souls, the common Lan- 
guage was,, that fuch a one was under 
ground, that he was carry^d over the 
River Acherufia by Charon (the 
Title of thepublick Ferryman for this 
purpofe^ and laid happily to reft in the 
Elyfian Fields, which were the common 
Burial-place near Memphis. Among 
other Methods they had of perpetuating 
Events, tbefureftof all was to impole 
the Names of memorable Perfoos and , 
Things' on , the Conftellations, as the 
only eternal Monuments, notfubje£l to 
the Violence of Men or Brutes, ncJr to 
the Injury of Time or Weather. This 
.Cuftom was deriv’d from them to other 
-Nations, who, chang’d .indeed the 
Names, but gave new ones to the Stars 
. • • > for 


i 
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Letter for the fame end. Thus Isis, O s i- 
II. RIS, A NUBis, Thovth, and the 
’O'Wi jike, were at firft pointed to above, and 
their Hiftorys explain’d : S u p h i s," and 
S E T H o s, and P h a n e s, and • M o- 
SES were faid to be under ground. 
But the uncx>ofidering Vulgar hearing 
the Learned conftantly talk of certain 
Perfons in the Stars, l^liev’d ’em at laft 
to be really there, and that all the others 
were under ground; becaufe, as Ci- 
, ' CE RO lays, ' The Bodys of the Dead 
faJUftg on the Ground, and being covered 
inith Earthy they thought that they ltd the 
reft of thctr Lives below : from which 
Perfuafion he oblerves many Errors to 
have proceeded, efpecially the Fables 
and Terrors of Hell. . ^ 

12. ABOUT the Life of thole in 
the Stars I lhall fpeak more largely ano> 
ther time, when I have leifure to write 
the Difcoiirle 1 promis’d you about the 
Origin of Idolatry. • But at prelent I 
V lhall proceed with thofe Funeral Rites, 
which were the occafion of fo many 

" h 

• -X 

* In Terrain cadentibus Corporibus, hifee hwno 
tefiis, fub Terra cenlebant reliquam vitam agi Mor- 
tuotum. Tiifc. Suaft.l. i. . 

Opinions 


Digitized by CoogltJ 


Soul*s Immortality. 

Opinions relating to a future State Letter 
in Egypt, in other Parts of Atrica, . IL 
over all Afia, in many places of Europe, 
and particularly in Greece. Diodo* 

R u s S I c u L u s, in the firft Book of 
his un valuable Library, very largely re- 
lates the Funeral Rites of the Egyp- 
tians, crpecially their manner of em^ 
balming Bodys to fuch Perfection, that 
after many Ages the fame Likenefs and 
Lineaments continue : after which he 
proceeds in thefe words, • ‘ The ReU^ 
tions of the Body that is to Be bstry^dj ae- 
quaint Before-hand the Judges, and the 
K^indred as weS as the Friends of the dead 
Perfon with the Day of his Buriat : and 
after tefffn^ his Name^ they certify' that 
he is at that time to pafs over the Lake. 

After this there ajfemble above forty 
Judges, and' fitting in a certain Semi^ 
circle, prepaid on the fide of the Lake, 
the Boat, which is provided' i»> the' meats 



* T« «/lt (LctAAof7of It nfytVut 

viv ’n:( nfiu rau CkuuLqtut K*t 

■ris «vfytt*nv, tv A ytKui t» Ti7fKiuvi)u}«i ) - Kdt 
in J)aCnreiy ftfMM w 

, /tiiptfjut TV T&tMiSnMltt, ETefJtt Ji- 

nur: TtT'JitffCKtyTn, M,t W* 

wot ifUWKKU, >(d]i<nuUtM'f4»IIH 7l%eflV..71U i » 

ii^v t(g.^Kv.i}cu 'Teiltes* "suv 

ravjyy 
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Letter while by jfjofe to whom that Care belongs, 
!!• w brought thither by the Ferryman, 
whom the Egyptians in their Lani 
guage call Charon. Wherefore they 
fay that O r p,h e u s, having feen this 
Cu(lom when he had formerly traveCi 
into Egypt, composed his Fable about HeB, 
partly imitating thefe things, and partly 
inventing out of his own Head. Then 
Diodorus goes on to tell that every 
body may accufe or defend the dead Per- 
ibn» who, if he be provM to have led a 
bad Life, i^ deny’d the ufual (brt of 
Burial. From this Prohibition of Bu- 
rial in Egypt, which was aiBi6fing to 
the Living and fcandalous to the Dead, 
the Greeks (and from them the Ro- 
mans) had their Notion that the Souls 
of the unbury^d were difquieted, and 
. cou’d not pafs over the River into the 
Elylian Fields, turning a noble Pradice 
into a fenflefs Fable. - Hence yoi) may 
likewile perceive how they came by the 
Notion of infernal Judges, which Office 


of Atyumoi i^7<t tw Aia?^t£}6y oycfm- 
(wt M.t feiaif Of^et ro Traf^idy etf 

Atyovjcy xai d*ami*6yov ti/Jo to tofUfUiS 

fwi<omiwtLi TEC. j Ttf fttf usfMiaKf*yw, m 

J^'otfloy vKwofavay. , > ■ • . . 




■ they • 
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ihfcy beftow’d. on M i n o s, .dE a c a letter 
and ’Rri ADAMANTHus,mhe nuHl II. 
juft Princes -atnong the Greeks. But 
not to digrefs, if any falfe Accufer ap- 
pear’d) he was feverely puailhM ; and 
if none accus’d the dead, then he was 
put into 'his Coffin^ and his Relations 
throwing oft their Mourning) made a 
(blemn Panegydek) not magnifying his 
Dignity or Family, but commending 
his Education, Piety, Juftice, Tempe- 
rance, and other Virtues. • After re- 
lating more Particularitys to our pur- 
pole, Diodorus makes this moft ju<^ 
dicious Oblervation. '.The Greeks,^ fays 
he, w their tommentitiotu Tables, and bf 
their celebrated Poets have difguiz^d the 
Trttth of theft things, as of what relates 
to the Honor the Jufl and Difgraee of 
the IViekesLy and therefore they have bin 
fo far from being able by thefe means to 
lead Men to the bef fort of Life, that 
they are themfelves defpis^d by the Bad^ 
and derided for their tody. But among 

' E.. 

\ . T VI- \ . 

* *0 fjuiv ya,f fJw3oi{ TKTMfff/tn/f i0,i 

iTiut ^euCiCMuivoii . w 'sfei th7«i' ot0I' 

‘w ii TWt' iutnCm Vf/MV, j(g.i tw "Tatf mviifuif vfioatit^, 

TwjetfKy oini mv)<t 

67rr Ttf aemr^tov rtff eevd^itimf •, To'wed^iovvira ^ 

•ntv fstxi?\aiv X^da^efisvtr, 

I 
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Ijsttef thi ^Egy^Um, this Punt fitment, • cf ^ the 
•U. Wicked and the Reeomgencex of, jhe Good, 
not' being contained in Fablesy bat exhi* 
bited to oftn Eyes, each Party is every day 
frit in mind of their Dutys } and by this 
Cufiotn there grows the befi and moft aft: 
fut Reformation of ‘Manners . ' .Lower .in 
, the fame Book he gives a Catalogue of 
fuch celebrated Greek Philolbphers and 
LegtOators as were initiated in the 
£g} pcian Learning ; and repeats again. 
That Orpheus ' brought from Phenct 
' the greatefi fart of the myfieriotts Rites 

(us’d in Greece) with the Orgys that are 
celebrated at their Explanation, and the 
fibiions of Hell. • Somewhat lower a- 
gain* he, that was an Eye-witnels, 
affures us, That* the Meadow y which was 
the feigt^d Hesitation of the Dead, it a 
place by the Lake calf d Jcherufia near Mem^ 

' ■‘■ V phiSy 



na£^<f* 70tf Alyj'TVOn K «6AA’ «£5t7»< TO/f 

7ny»c?if "OK yjs^Aci^, tok w ri/juif 

Mns, yjti' ix^ivy, n,ui£sey ttfxfojteft yuy teu/}o/f rrfen- 
xfiVTuv vmfJXfiymKov'Jeu , km <het t«]ow* t# TfoWK fi*- 
KM eviJ^o^ulAin yy^M •my n^y. Lib. i . 

> ' Of^ut (XiV yoLf ’juv iMJSJKoP TiAeTwr tk cr^sa, km 
w iaJlv •r/^vtiv efjti^ofitycc, ^ vn Twy w 
, jMi/dDAcycuf Kjnyvyys^tM. iSid. 
t ’ hufuna ^ yofuQHV km -m fvjSwyyntyyiy onxiotv 
7VV (jit}nMa,y^l*nT6v ^lu^rnr tcjjj ' nf mm- 

r i . ' ' 
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fhiSy which City is furrounded with mo(l 
beautiful Meads and Groves of Lotfss, and 1 1- 
Calamus. Nor is it imfroferly faid that the, 

Dead inhabit thofe places \for that the great- 
eft part and the rnoft fumptuous^vf the Egyp^ 
tian Burials are made here, the dead Bodys 
being tranfported over the River arid . 
Jkheruftan Lake^ and laid there^ in Grots 
jnade for that purpofe. The other. Fic- 
tions of the Greeks about Hclly do likewife 
agree with thofe things which are to this 
• day performed in Egypt r for the- Vejfel 
•for tranfporting the Bodys is calPd Ba- 
ris^ and a piece of Mony to the value of 
an Oboltss is paid for fraught- to the Ferry- 
man, who in their Country Language is 
calPd Charon. There is alfo near 

thofe places, as they fay, the Fane of 

E 2 . . darkfom 

^ \ 

9 

^ : : — < 

l^vw [MV Si ovw rm 

cylcov.ii^ aJUjiW hei/umuy KctrKl^V% iheov^ Kett 

yj,t to x^^joiKeiv rovf 

Tir&vlumvjtts iV .TOl/jOff TO/f ^OTTO/f,: 7Z T»< TA'P 

Pi.iyiTT'Ttuv ']a,s c5•^e<5tt^ xsf>/ ivJetVrh^ 

fxsK rcov viK^coy J) a. ts tow ^o- 
TiU A:^fow(T/fltf Ti^ty-ivuv <h ^6>x 

(TBu'^'TzaV eif iy/^udvt, Kei^ivus 'Evy.ipuyeiv 

. XSt^ T dLKKct ret 7nt^ TO/f cftcTM \XV^KCy}SUVfA 

. Tois (\t vuy }ivo{xsyou x^r A'lyj'djov : to fxtvyti 

TAfSo^^A <SrA.O/OK, ^AexV ; TO <r’«^CWw?0|; 

vou^C-yux. TJK cCoAok 'tro^d'iAi x^Kw^favt^ x^a 7«k 

%y^^>ejiov J)A\i/joP XA^uys* ■* BtVAt Ji Hy rtjt *vrvi^iw ^tdy 
7o?rwv T^lmy xj,t ’HxsHns wu Tiy^AS 

x^7ow 


I 
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Letter dArkfom Hecate, and the Gates of 
II. C o c Y T u s and Lethe wade fafi 

fvith brazen Bolts, There are alfp other 
Portals of Truth y and near thefe the Sta- 
tue of Jufisce rvithout a Head, There yet 
remain among the Egyptians feveral other 
, things that gave occajion to our Tables, 
"keeping ftiS the fame Names, and the 
fame Actions being performed. Here’s a 
moft natural Account of the Rife of 
thofe Poetical Fiftions concerning the 
Elyfian Fields,’ Charon and his 
PafTage mony, with the different Man- 
fions of departed Souls, and the feveral 
Portals of Hell. All other Origins are 
falfc, or raanifeftly abfurd and precarious. ' 
This whole Book of the moft accurate 
Diodorus deferves to be read : but 
T have tranfcrib’d enough for my pur- 
pofe. , . 

15. THUS have I fhown you, 
madam, how this Opinion of the 
Souls Immorcaliiy,and the Confequences 


tifXi* ttvAcc; juu 

igavAt A;XD; : A 

ctAAtf Tuy ui}Xjuit?>tf)fr(y,fyay ardf Aiywvriictf, 

tji pi( <srponi;fi6ia{ Ml 7»f vt rat >afAT}tiV 
iHfyuctf. Ibid. 
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of the fame, was introduc’d from the Letter 
Egyptians among the Grecians, fpread II. 
by the latter 'in their Colonys in Afia 
and Europe, and deliver’d to the Ro- 
mans, 'who from the Greeks had their, 
Religion and Laws. I mark’d the Pro- 
grefs of it among the Scythians, Ger- 
mans, Gauls, and Britains. I have like- 
wife p'rov’d how from Egypt, the Place 
of its Birth, it travel’d to the Chal- 
daeans and Indians, and from them over 
all the Eaftern Parts of the World : for 
’cis no wonder that this Doffrin was. 
gladly and univerfally receiv’d (tho not 
built among the Heathens on its true 
Reafbns) fince it flatter’d Men with the 
Hopes of what they wiOi above all 
things whatfocver, namely, to con- 
tinue their Exiflence beyond the Grave ; 
there being but few that can bear the, 
very Thoughts of ever ceafing to live, 
ibmewhere, and mofl People commonly j 
chuflng to be miferable, rather than/ 
not to be at all. This was the State of) 
the Soul’s Immortality, among thdfe 
Nations who were not illuminated by 
Divine Revelation, The People begun 
it, from thjsm their Children learnt it, 
at lafl it became a part of all mens 
Education (as it happens to Opinions 
generally receiv’d) and<fb the Learned) 

, ’ E j themfcivcsl 


"^4 T*/;? Hijlory of the 

Lette/thcmrelves believ’d it before they had a 
IL V reafon for it. ’Tis true, the Vulgar, 
who are not us’d 'to Refleftions, em- 
brac’d it ever afterwards (as they do ftill) 
upon Truft or from Authority: but not. 
fo with the Philofophers, who offer’d 
many probable Arguments for the Soul’s 
feparate Exilfence and eternal Duration. 
They conceiv’d their own Thoughts or 
Ideas to be immaterial, and to 'have 
nothing in common with Extenfion ; 
they • found a Freedom in their Wills, 
and a fpontancous Motion in their Bo« 
dys ; they obferv’d a perpetual Conten- , 
tion between their Appetite and their 
Reafon ; they laid much ftrefs on their 
Dreams, and thought that fometimes 
awake they had certain Prefagesin their 
j Minds of future Dangers;, they faw 

" that Men had an unquenchable Third 

after Knowledg, a Profpeft of Futurity, 
and earnedly defir’d a Happinefs that 
Ihou’d never end : therefore they con- ' 
eluded that all thefe things mud needs 
proceed from fbme Being didin£l from 
the Body, w'hich was felf moving,^ and 
. confequently ^ immortal ; fince every 
Parcel of Matter is mov’d by fome cxt 
ternal Caufe, and that what has Mo- 
tion in it felf can never lofe it. The 
Soul’s Immortality was likewile greatr 

iy 
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ly coofirinM among the; Heathens Letter 

their Legiilators, whereof feveral did II. 
not believe it thomfelves ;,but (obferV;- 
ing that tho fonie were, vertuous by 
Nature or Temper, and that others were 
made fo by the hopes of Reward and 
Honor, or by the Fear of Punilhment 
and Difgrace) 'they further adopted this 
Opinion, .as futing all mens Circum- 
hances, perfuading them that in rhe 
other Life,- the Wicked were fure, to be 
punilh^d for their Crimes, tho they 
might here efcape the Rigor of- the 
;Laws ; and that the Good wouM like- 
wife meet there .with thole Rewards, 
which might be unjuftly deny’d to 
their Merit in the prefent Life. By 
others this Argument was deem’d to 
have more of. Reafbn than of Politicks in 
it, and they have labor’d to prove «that 
fuch a Conduft was necedarily -be- 
coming the Goodnefs and Equity of a 
raoft wife Being. They had feveral 
.Difputes about • the Soul’s Prs-exiftcBde, 
Duration, Effence, and the Manner arid 
Time of its coming into the Body, its 
leaving of it, and their Union together. 

:On thefe Subjefis there havd bin written 
-many fubtiland ingenious Conjedures, 
but more that were ridiculous, extra- 
, vaganr, and impoffible. Nor have the 

B 4 modern 
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I/!tter modern Philofbphers (licceeded any bcN 
n. ter than the Antients, and atiMng both of 
them (carcc any two were of a mind ; 
'Whereas in my opinion the Moderns 
have not the fame right to examine this 
matter as the Antients, but ought hum^- 
bly to acquiefce in the Authority of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, who brought 
Life and Immortality to Light. 




•- 14. *TIS no wonder that a Notion, 
thus grounded among the Heathens, 
was doubted or deny’d by great num- 
bers of them, even by whole Sefis, as 
,thc Epicureans »for example ; and in 
Ibme other Seflis the diftinft Being of it 
after Death was totally deftroy -d, they 
• making it then to return to the Soul of 


rthc World, and to be fwallow’d up 
therein. But in all Sefts there never 
• wanted particular Perlbns who really 
j oppos’d ;the> Soul’s Immortality, tho 
i they might accommodate their ordinary 
. Language to the Belief of the People : 
‘ for moft iof the Philofbphers ( as we 
/read) had two forts of Doftrios, the 
. one internal and the other external, or 
I ihe one private and the other publick ; 
I the latter to ‘be indifferently coinmuni- 
- cared to all the -World, and the former 
1 only very caiitionfly to their beft Friends, 
r.y.L ^ - V qc 
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er to (bmc few others capable of rccclv- Letter 
ing it, and that wou*d not make any ill II. > 
ufe of the fame. Pythagoras him- 
ftlf did not believe the Tranfmigratioa 
which has made him fo famous to Pol^ 
terity ; for in the internal or (ecret Doc- 
trio he meant no more than the eternal 
Revolution of Forms in Matter, thofe 
ceadefs VicilRtudes and Alterations, 
which turn every thing into all things, 
and all things into any thing, as Vegeta- 
bles and Animals become part of us, we 
become part of them, and both become 
parts ofathouland other things in theUni- 
ver(e,Earth turning into Water,Water in- 
to Air, Air into Aither, and lb back again ' 
in Mixtures without End or Number. 

But in the external or popular Doftrin 
he impos’d on the Mob by an equivocal 
Expreflion, that they (boiid htxome vari- 
cue kinds of Beafis after Deaths thereby to 
deter ’em the more effeflually frora Wic- , 
kednefs. Take notice, MADANL 
bow his intimate Acquaintance and Di(- 
ciple Tim^:us Locrus fpeaks. 

' If any Perfon, fays he, mil continue 
• impenitent and refractory ^ he (hall be fare 
of Punijbment both from the Larps, and . 

from 

^ ■ — — — — i— 

£i Ji' x£lt( nga <cnu9»(, 

yaKaetf, d t <x rm. rafwr luud tK rm Mynv m- 

•mm 
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Letter ffom thofe Doctrwsy which demmnee * fe- 
ll. leftiil and infernal Judgments ; na that 
unhappy Ghofls will meet with implasahU 
Torments^ and thofe other things which 
the lonick Poet has deliver'd out of an* . 
tient Tradition, For as we cure the Bodys 
of fck Perfons with any fort of Remedy s^ 
if they refufe the mofi whoUfom ; fo we 
keep the Minds of Men in order by falfe 
Rea/ons, if they will not be govern'd by 
true ones. Wherefore there is a necefjity of 
teaching thofe foreign Torments : as that 
there is aTranfmigration of the Soul, thofe 
of Cowards pajjing into female Bodys ajjigspd 
'em for a Difgrace ; thofe of Murderers 
into Beafls of Prey., for a Punifbment ; 
thofe of luxurious Perfons, into the Forms 
of Swine or Goats ; thofe of inconftant 
and boafting Fellows, into Animals flying 
in the Air ; and thofe of the Slothful and 

the 


twjpm J'etudfa, 7* S77W£jtw« k%i to luty j 
•T/ jMAiw/w ; rt«oe/?») 7 o/ a^oKtivleu vtp- 

.lifotf, MJ TtOKhdL oca iTTUyto yov lovixjov ToitjJeey, vt 
Tcid/iljA TOf iyayieif. ‘Hf yap to a»(M}ai 
vttaaJift 'TTOKa vy{dtao(Mit **Ka uM HKif ru< uytun^ 
Tdlctf j »T<* Tas aTeipypM! •^w<r«9‘/ hoyfSi, 

, e/x« m a/yr!]ai A&ypiv]o J^'anueyKotuf kcu 

"nyjieiai ^ivai, ut f/is}ivJUo[isvav reOf •wv (jutv 

• «f yvratxta ffitamA, ^rod-' »€tju ; 

7«ti/ Jle (Mifomr tt Steitn auptaja, uolt )usf\dai» \ 

• ^y¥0f /’«.#»*»■. n ICMrfui pupem^ utftt 

‘ fdjet/pvif 
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Sours Immortality, 

tht Idle^ of the Vnteachihle and ihe 
Foolifb, into the Shapes of Animals liv- 
ing in the Water, . H o m e r.’s Tradftion 
of the Torments of Hell I have prov’d 
already to have bia from Bgypt and 
Tranfmigration is here call’d a -foreign 
TormcDt, becaule Pythagoras 
learnt it of the Egyptian Priefts. 

15. THO the Poets cmbellifli’d 
their Pieces with Lthe Opinion of the 
Soul’s Immortality, yet a great number 
of- them (for they were not all of a 
mind) utterly rejeffed ir, as 1 might 
(how by their own expreE words : for 
Seneca * was not (ingle in laying. 

Noughts after Death, and Death it 
felf is nought, 

. Of a quick Race only the Mtmoft Goal, ' 

Then may the Saints lofe all their 
Hopes of Heavn, . 

And Sinners quit their racking Fears 
of Hell. 

But 


tmlteffvr if «p»ropwi apytr J\t km 

fviff ecputOw Tt XM eatemw'f st tov tov tvvFpvit 
-■ In LibriCaIcc. 

* Poft Mortem ailul eft, ipfaquc Mor nihU, . ' 
Velocis Ipsitii Meta noviftima. 

?pcm poiunt avidi, folUdd Metum. 

' - , ■" Quzris 
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Ihe Hifiory of the 

But ufier Detth youre etkidus ' where 
to he? \ ^ i , 

E^e» where the Cbildrew yet' Ot^rm. 

remun. . o 

IVe^re toji in Derknefs end' dey owing. 

Time. , < 

Death wafts the Body, and, at laft de- 
ftrojs ; . 

l<Jor [fares the Soul.- Infernal Depths, 
and thofe „ ■ 

Dark Kingdoms of tlP inexorable. 

• hordy ' r • . / J 

With CerVrtu guarding the well bolted. 

Gates, ' . ( • ' 

jlre only fenflefs Tales and empty 
Words, • 

ji Fable like unto a frightful Dream. 


I v' 


The beft rcafon I can find for the Incre- 
dulity of the Poets, is the Experience 
they, had of their own Fiftions about 
the future State of the- Soul: for fcarcc 


uii 


' <^iun'is qno jaceas poft obituin loco I 
'<^uo non nata )accnr. 

Tempus. nos avidum devorat & Chaos. 

Mors individua eft noxia Corpori, 

Npe parcens Anitpx.. Txnara, Sf afpero 
Regn uni fub Domino, LirncQ & obfidens ^ ^ 

Cuftos non facili Cerberus oftio, ' “ • ' 

Rumbres vacui, verbaquc inaiua, ^ . 

£c‘par Ibllicito jFattula.Somnio. 

.rn./...'. TjPCfl 

one 
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one of ’em believ’d the charming De- Letter 
fcriptidns they’-^ made of the Elyfian II. 
Fields, nor their terrible tho elegant <-/VNi> 
Relations of the Torments of the. Wic- 
ked. Virgil, the moft accurate and 
ample < Topographer * of the ^ infernal 
Regions, cou’d yet, when he thought 
ofv'EpicaR us,^' break out into this 
Philolbphical Rapture : ^ 

■ i'.. 1 

* H*PPy ' Oa- 

*' ^ ' fes kfH)ip, 

Cur'd of all FearSy who cou'd tread 
■ ' ' • under foot 

Relent lefs Fatty and greedy Waves 
of Hell V ^ - 

' Ifliou’d never have, done if I alledg’d 
all the Paflages where Horace, Ju- 
venal, and the reft of them fport 
with the ftorys about Hell, and Ghofts, 
and the like : but C o r n e l i u s Se- 
ver u s has expreft the Minds of them 
all, tho after a more ferious manner, in - 
his Poem concerning the burning of 
, Mount Etna. 


* Felix qui potuit rcrum cognofcere Caufas, 

Atque Mecus omnes & inexorab^le Fatum 
Subjecit pcdibus, Arepiwunque Acheronris avari! 

' " Qmgx U 2 . 

Of 
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II. ‘ Of all ear Errors and Mifiakes • 
things 

The greatefl fart proceeds from, /m- 
' * giek Scenes. , ■ ; / / . a 

In Verfe the PoetSy not in yijion^ 

«: Black surf. Spirits ^fieetings under 

ground, . ; - . . 'I.: s'i 

Jnd P L u T o’s pallid Regions after 
Death. ' . •. « 

The Poets feigned the Stygian Waves 
' 'and Dogs. - ' ' ^ » n 

Thefe have foul T i T Y U s (fer fevn 
Acres firetch^d ; 

’I*f they, poor T A JJ TALUS, who 
thee torment 

: ' With Hunger mercHefs and Thirjt\ 
■^tis they; 

0 Minos and 0 E a c u s, who 
png 

Tour fplendid Judgments upon trem^ 
hling Souls ; • . - 


• rlurima pars Scenae rerum eft fallacia : Vat« 

At^ue inter cinerc^ Ditis paHentia R^na. 

Mentiti vates Stygias Undafquc, Canei^e. 

• Hi Tityon feptcm ftravere in jugerafbedum j 
Sollicitant magna te circum, Tantale, poena, 
Sollidtantquc Sid 3 Mino$, tuaqnc,^ce,ia umbris 

lun 
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Sours Immortality, 4 

> ’r^ thef who turn Ix ion’s rcfl- Letter 

lefs Wheels . .If. 

And forge all tl) other Fables under 
Earth. , 

* Earth's not enough : they fry about 
the GodSf 

And boldly view that Heaven where they 
ne'er fball tome , , . . . . 

' 

You’] chink me uncharitable, perhaps, 
for excluding them by this laft Line oup 
of Faradile: bur, befides that they de« 
Icrveno lefs for their Fi£lions,in pre- 
judice of Truth, the Injury’s not fb 
great'; fince they cannot much fear a 
Hell of their own making. ... 

, id. B U T the Realbns^of thole who 
deny’d the Immortality of the Soul, 
whether Poets or Philolbphers, are al- 
moft all comprehended in a narrow 
Compafs by Pliny the elder, in the j 
leventh Book of his Natural Hijlory. 

» After the Interment of the Body, fays he, 
there are various Conjeilures about de- 

farted 

■ - * ^ L. 

' Jura canunt j idemque rotant Ixionis orbem j 

’ . I^uicquid & interius falfi fibi confcia Terra c(L 

Non eft Terra Iktis : fpeculantur Numina Divum, 

Nec naetuunc oculos allcno admitccre Coclo, &c. 

' Poft fepulcuram varix Maoiura Ambages. Oni' 

Dibu! a Tupretna die cadem qux ante prlnum •, nec 

■ magis 
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Letter Scuh. W ^.u M„ 

I f/ .^“) f‘>SL>>s to it felf t L- 
^ft w the -very time of Dettl - f„^ 
iefto«»g Immottolit, on the Sol - fZ 
tt«h,ng ,he Tr.nfmigr.tion of the fiZ- 
others .Uovesng Senfe to thofe in Hell . ’s 
fvorjbtpptng their Ghofts \nd ■ 
Cod of him, „h0 isZ) It p 7 et?p 

Iter of hrenthing in Man dOTer'^A I 
fron.th.tof J^sker 
there cou d not be found f- 

tvhieh enjoy a longer Life t”i,hi^k^^^ 
tody dreuns of .ttrihoting the tike j”" 
neortalitjo B»t what fort of BnA 

,he fef.r.te Soon 6f Iht 

Where 

jmgis a mortc' ftnfus ullus aut Corpori au; a • 
quam antcNacalem. Eaefcm enim Vanii« • 

«iam fe prorogat, & inmorgs QuoauJ ^ 
m vitam mcntitur : alias ImmorSfcaJem^''* 
alias Transfigurationem ; alias fenfum 5 

&: Manes colcndo, ^unique facicndo quf 
Homo eflc.d«ficnt Ccuvero uUo inodo 

Homini a cateris Anmaalibus diftet- auf 

riora mulca in vita rep«riantur, quiLc amcur- 

divinac Unmortaliti^tcm: quod a“ccm 

P«« 
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Sours 'Immortality, ^ j 

Where rtfides itsThinking? How does Letter. 
fee ? How does it heer ? Or by what II. 
rmeans does, it touch ^ About what u it- 
buffd ? Or' what. Good can there be . 
without theft things f Where like wife is 
the Man f on thereof i And in fo many ^ 

‘tiges, • how vafi mufi be the multitude ^ 
of Souls, as welt as of, Ghofis I Thefe-^ 
are Allurements to quiet Children, and the , 
f iSlions of Mortals that[woud live with - 1 
out end. .The Vanity of preferving .the^, 

Body s. of Men, is like that of the Re far 
reSion promised by .Democritus,, 
who did not revive him f elf. But what _a 
prodigious, Madnefs is- it, [to think. that. 

Life can be renew'd by. Death? Or what 
Repofe can Mortals ever .enjoy, if the' 

Soul be alive above, and the Gho/l has-. 

Senfe below. ?. In earnejl, this Fondnefs 
and Credulity defrays the Vfefulnefs oft 
F . . . Death, 



perfe? QuxMacem? Ubt Cogiacio iJIi ? Quomodo 
vifus? Audicus ? Aut qui tangic i <^ui ujfus c)us i Auc 
quod fine his Bonum ? Qjue ‘deindc Sedes ? Quantavc 
multicudo tot feculis Animarum, vduc Umbrarum! 
Pueriliutp ifla Delinimentorum^vidzque nunquam ddi* 
nere mornlicatis Commenca func. Similis & de afTerran* 
dis Corpbribus Hominum, ac revivifeendi promifia De- 
mocrito va'nicas, qui non revixic iplc. (malum) 
ifta Dementia eft, iterari Vi tarn morte ? <^uxvc [Gc- 
nicis quies unquam, il in fublimi fenfus Anitnx manec 
inter uienm Umbrat.^' Perdit prcfcfto iAa Dul* 

cedo 
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Letter Deaths which u the p^ituifdl Qood of 

^ II.. Nature ; ani douhles the Patus of a dying 
Man, if he happens to he concerned ahent 
hu future State ^ for if it be a pleafure\ 
to live^ to whom can it be pUafant to have 
' -^Uvdf But how much eajier and .more^ 
certain is it for every one to believe hia 
own Experience^ and to draw an Argte^ 
psent of his Security from the Conjiderw 
tion of what he has bin before he was born ? 
Such are the Reafbnings of Men who 
talk all the while of * they know not 
what, having falfe Notions of the Ori^* 
gin of the Soul, none at all of its Uni- 
on with the Body, and but> imperfe£i 
Guedes about its Edence, which leads 
Vm conf^uently to doubt, of its (epa- 
rate Exigence, and (b to deny its Im* 

, mortality. But, however Men left to 
; themfelves may midake, ’cis impoilible 
^ that God (hou^d lie ; and what he has 
i reveal’d, tlio not in every thing falling 
under 6ufCompfehenfion, 'rhud yet be 
true and abfblutely certain. - And in 


• I ^ 

cedo Crcdulitalquc pracipuun) Naiuri bonum, nior- 
teio V ac duplicet Obitus, ii dolcre eciam pofl-futuri 
itrtimatiooc evenit : eccnim fi duJce vivere eft, cuf 
potcft effe vixiflc.^ Ac qiianco fadfius certiufquc fibi 
quemque aedere, ac Specimen fecufiwtis antegcnitaH 
fiimere experioicnro ? Caf, 

- " this 
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•■'Souli'InvHortaHiy^ 

this confifts'lfe'ffliall’ Advantage teWA 

lievers/ that! Jth6 they may he equally, H, 
•ignorarie with wheV's aboUc-the natuteof 
a thirig; yet they ma|^ haye the grcateft 
•CbnviQion of' its Exilfence, and nnbke 
4fhae ufe of this Difcovery vyhifch is bene- 
orconvenieht.'- 

I f. BU T I exceedi tny ' defigb of^ ’a 
bare Hiftorian; befides 'that %oo Heed 
no Antidote, SERENA, againft the 
Poifon of an abler Adverlary than 
Pliny. I have freely given you my 
Opinion how the Heathens came by 
their Notion of the Soul’s Immortality, 

attribute the Invention of this Do^rin, 
asJwell as of Aftrology, and moft of the 
other Sciences, to the old Egyptians, ’tis 
not out of any Partiality to an extinft: 

Nation (cho never lb learned, wife, or 
polite) but led by bifiorical Proofs to a 
lull %rIii^on. In treading the Mazes 
of Antiquity, I am fecure from all fuf> 
picion of Favor or Fear, of Intereft or 
Revenge. I can’t be thought to flatter 
Necepsos, if I fhou’d make him 
pals for the King of Allrologers ; and I 
am come too late into the World to ex- 
peft any Recompence from Sesos- 
Tais, who, 1 think, far exceeds all 
*. Fa the 


M ^The Hijiory^ ^c. 

Letter the other Heroes and Conquerors of An- 
il. tiquity. When 1 undertook to exambe 
this Subje^I, the Difcovery of Truth 
was the only end 1 propos’d to my (elf, > 
.befides that of ol>eying your Commands, 
.which (hall be always, MADAM, 
receiv’d with more Alacrity and SubK 
miffion, than tho(e of any Monarch in 
,the Univerfe, by your moft oblig’d and 
[devoted Servant. 

t*. ; 1 ■ . . ■ 1 .. . 

1 . ^ \ . «•* 
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LETTER III. • 

I . .. ... • ■ . « *» 

. . : , ■ ' -1 

<rhe Origin of Idolatry , anl^ 

- Reafonr of Heatbenifm. 

. . : . . : . 1 , 

‘ 'I * • 

I. T AM under a double ObligatidnjL 
I M A D A M, to impart my' 
JL *- Thoughts to you about tb€ 
Orhin of IdoUtrjj both from' the Pro-^ 
mile I made you by word of mouth, and; 
by what I have (ince written to you in 
the Letter concerning SouPs Immor- 
tklity Among the Hedthens^ ‘ But you are* 
not to expc6f an account of all the an-' 
tient Superftitions, which , wou’d re- 
quire many Volumes, nor of any one* 
Religion whatlbever, 1 (hall only en- 
deavour to (how by what means the 
Reafon of men, became fo deprav’d, as 
to think of; fubordinate Deitys, how 
the.Wor(hip of many Gods was hrft^ 
' F I introduc’d 
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Letter- introduc’d into the world, and what 
HI.r induc’d Men to pay Divine Honors to 
Fellow-Creatures, whether on 
Parrh Qr. in .. the Hea vens: then I fliall. 
explain the Fables of the Heathens by 
, general and certain Principles, giving 
• the occafion QfTthejr'-X^inple?^ Pi^efts, 
and Altars'; of^heir Fma^s' and Sta- 
tues ; their Oracles, Sacrifices, Feafts, 
E^piations^ Judidjary 4ftrolQgy/,Qhqifs’- 
' and Sp'eHers ; of jhe tutelary Powers of 
feverai CoujUiy^;> bf ^eopteia \fhinking 
that Heaven is over us, that Hell is 

• , under us, and fuch other things as com- 

monly occur in the Greek and Roman 
Authors. yi’drh . very fra^I pains 
I cpuld manifclily pnov^^that m; Egypt 
' hid firjif before othtrs^ arrived 

at tiff variofH beginnings qf'Bfiltgiqns (as 
A M M 1 A ?1,M, A C E L X I N U 5 
and tk 4 t\t^ey prefers d* the fir Ji • 
occ^^otts pfi peered Hites - conceal'd' in ^ 
their ./ecret:i^'rijings ',' 'yep. i.lhiall not 
trouble you ivvith. repeating the Argu-, 
meats havqialready produc’d to this 
\)yv^o[e.in,fh»rHifi^^^ Spufs Jm’>, 


\ , 


^ ^ 


c; i i'.; .tii V.M .V .. \ . f ^ 

• HicrrlmunvHcjtninc^ longc ante Jtliof, ^ varif - 
FrHgfbpum inepnahuia '(lit dicinjr) pcrv^bcruni; ^ & 
inftia priipa biuce cuentut' cotidita Saipcis • 

Vf,. •. 

L^o:/i ..7 pi ' ‘ viortditji^ 
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mortslity, from the Authority of H £• Letter 
koDOTus, Diodorus- Sicu- III. / 
DUS, Lucian, Di on Cassius, 
Macrobius, and others: nor will 
I urge that, by Examples and Laws 
from the Penuceuch, it clearly appears 
that Magtck, the Interpretation of 
Dreams, Aftrology, and Necromancy, 

.were long us’d in Egypt before they 
were known in Chaldsa or. any other 
place..., • 

• 

2. THE^ mod antient Egyptians, 

Ferlians, and Romans,, the firft Pa- 
triarchs of the Hebrews, with ieveral 
other Nations and Se^s, had no (acred 
Images or Statues, no peculiar Places or 
codlyvFaCbions of Worlhip; the plain 
Ealioels of their Religion being mod 
agreeable to the Simplicity of the Di- 
vine Nature, as indifference of Place «or 
Tim? were 'the beft Expreflipns of in- 
finite Power and Omniprefence. But 
tho Ood eUd thus make Men npright^ yit 
they found out ((ays the wifeft King of Eccl.7.29. 
Krael) muny Inventions. And certainly 
when once a Man fuffers himfelf to 
Jed intoprecarioos or arbitrary. Pradices, 
he- canooc. dap for any Reafon, but 
what, if it b? good, mud conclude with 
eq^ai Force .againd/ all.- I . believc/I 
bv-j'i * P4 may 


V 
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Letter may vvithout much difficulty prove, 

, III. that fuch'as- firft. entertain’d Defigns 
againft the Liberty of Mankind, were 
alfo the firft Depravers of their Reafbn. 
f^or none, in his right lfenfi», can ever 
be perfuaded ' voluntarily to part with 
bis Freedom ; and he that makes ufe of 
Force to deprive him of it, muft have 
brib’d or deluded very many before- 
hand to fupport his unjuft Pretenfions, 
by which acceffion of ftrength he cou’d 
feduce, frighten, or fubdue others. It 
«wiilnot therefore appear unlikely that - 
■Men very early learnt to have the fame 
[Conception's , of God himfelf," which 
^they had before of their earthly Princes: 
*and after thus fancying him mutable, 
'jealous, revengeful, and arbitrary, they 
-next endeavCur’d to procure his Favor 
•much after the fame manner that they 
made their court to thofe who pre- 
'tended to be his* Rcprcfcntaiives or 
-Lieutenants,* = nay to' be Gods them- 
Iclves, or to be defeended fef heavenly 
'Parentage, as the antiedt Anarchs us’d 
to do*' * '(j.i’." 

- 9 * IT' Teems evident' froth the * rc- 
/moteft Monuments ^ of I^arhing,' that 
j all Si^rftition originally relate^ to the 
I Worihip of the Dead, being principally 
': •• ^ * deriv’d 
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deriv d' from Funeral Rites, tho the. Letter 
firft occafion might be very innocent or.' III. 
laudable, and was no other than Orations 
wherein they were Ibmetimes perlbnally 
addreft' (fuch as the Panegy ricks of * the 
Egyptians) or Statues dedicated with 
many /Ceremony s ’ to their Memory. 

But the Flatterers of great Men in the 
Perfons of their Prcdeceffdrs, the ex- 
ceflive Affe£Iion of * Friends or • Rela- 
tions, and the' Advantage which the 
Heathen Priefts drew front the Credu- 
lity of the Ample, carry’d this m^ter 
ai great deal further. Not only Kings 
and Qi^eens, great Generals and Leglf- 
lators,'^ the Patrons -of Learning, Pro- 
•moters of - curious Arts, ’and • Au- 
<thors of uleful Inventions, partook of ' 
-this Honor; butallb fuch private Per- 
flbns, as by their virtuous Aftions had 
dilfinguilbM fhemfelves from others, 
were often confecrated to pious and 
eternal Memory by their Country or 
their Kindred, as reputable to the Dead, 
i and exemplary to the Living. ^ This is 
' the^true reafbn (as we ihall fbew in its 
pro^r place) of all Nations having) 

■ their iw|xr ’ tutelary Gods ; and hence j 




lodigecis. 
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are 
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Letter arc deriv’d the peculiar Religioiw of 
III* ’ particular Familys.; Pliny, ’ in 
fecood. Book of his Ndtaral Hi/tor 
fays, Th 2 it the moji Mtient wdy of Men$ 
fgytnff their Acknowledgments to their 
BepefdSiors, was h deifying of them nfttf 
their; (which was aifirm’d;,by 

?Ci.CER.o with, f^veral others bplprc 
]nmy Md that the fe^rA AppeBations of 
the Gods and of the, Stars are derived 
from 'the meritoriorn; Anions of ^Mep^ 
The firft Idolatry therefore did nocjpno- 
ceed. <as /tis commonly fuptoos’d,) 
froiD.the Beauty, or Order, or Innuenoc 
ofothc Stars : but Men, as I told you 
in the Hiflory,of the.Sonf.s Immortalitji^ 
obfefving B^ks to perilh^ by . Fire, 
Worms, or Rottenncls *, , and Iron, Brafs, 
0^1 fubje£| -^to- violent 

Hands or the Injurys ofithe Weather, 
they impos’d on the. Stars (as the.. only 


I . 


f I 


■ ■ ■ ' 


I f .. 




• V f- .V 

"trrrTT? 

. * Sacra Gcntiliria. ’ • > t •' ^ 

. • Hk: eft vetuftiflimus retercn^J bene aa^acehcaiQS 
Gratiam mos,’ ui tales Numinibus adfaibanc : .quippe 
■'& omnitim aKorum nomina' Deorum, & <)ui fupra 
tetnli Sydermn, ex hominum oata funt meritiSk ’ . ; { 

, ♦ Safoepitautet* vha Hotpiaum confuetudoyiie oom- 
'mu'als, utbentfeiis cxcellentcs viros in CkEfum fama 
ac volunute h itacaki, hi n e - C a fle r 8c 

FoUux, &C. De Nat.Deor. U 2 . iv, 1 • ' 

“* ' ever- 

•j.£ 
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everlafting Monuments) the proper ^ter 
Names of their Heroes, or of fome- III. 
thing memorable in their Hiftory. 
Eratosthenes thie Cyrenean, a 
very antient Fhilolbpher of * prodigious- 
Knowledg in all the Sciences, wrote, 
a Book (yet extant) of tke ConJleHa* 
tious^ wherein he. delivers the Reafons. 
of their Names, which are perpetual 
Alludons to antient Hidory, cho won- 
derfully dilguiz’d by Time, and for. 
the ;moft part mere Fables. The moft 
learned MonHeur Le Clerc, when- 
he wrote , an Extra Q: of Eratos- 
thenes, among fome other My tho- ^ 
logical Tra6Js in the eighth^ Volume of. f 
the .Vnivtrfal and Hifiorical Librarj^^ 
made the following Epigram.', 


! Antiquity^ IPing [urt that, Natures 
Force 

Woud Brafs and Marble Monuments 
confume^ 

Did mfely its own Mifory tranfmiti 
, To future Times by Heavens eternal 
Fires. 


* Tempore, cum iapidum feiret monumena Tetoftas, 
Acque perire luo cuofta mecaUa iim } . . 

Cauta, fuam, xtaces fettur docuiile futuras . 
Cslorum xternis ignibus, Hiftoriara. 

• • In 
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ini In other places he cfeclares himfclf to be ‘ 
of the fame opinion concerning • the ‘ 
Appellations of the Stars/ and in that* 
very Journal explains (proc Fables upon, 
this Principle. As^ divers Nations- 
learnt this' Cuftom one 'of another, fo ’ 
they accordingly chang’d their Spheres, • 
each Tnfipofing on the heavenly Body s' 
the Names and Anions belonging to, 
their own Country. This is manifefi 
in the' Spheres of the Greeks and Bar- ' 
barians, and for this r^afdn the Cretans, 
maintainM ' that mofi of the Gods wete 
horn among thenty being Men, rvhoy ^for ^ 
their Benefts to the Publicky h*d obtained 
immortal Honors : for they* believ’d the' 
Grecian Gods to be thole' of all Man-- 
kind, and knew not that in other places 
this way of naming* the Conftellations 
and deifying deferving Men, was long 
in tile before they had praftis’d it. 
Nor was there, wanting one among 
the Chriftiaris,' who, approving this 
Method,'- endeavour’d, to aboFilh thole 
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.Heathen Names, as not underftood, or Letter 
of no concern .to us ; and to impofb III. 
on the Stars new Names in their dead, ' 

containing the Hiftory of the Old and 
New Tcftament. But fince he couM 
’nor prevail .with the Aftronomers, let’s 
.qot digreis. At lad fuch as were ig- 
norant or afliam’d of the true Reafbns 
of ^hefe things, wouM juftify their 
^Worfliip (tho, as 1 fhall evince, 

.weak Arguments ) from the endle& 
and .orderly Revolution, the admirable 
^LuRre, and general Ulefuloefs of the 
Sun, Moon, and other Planets and 
Stars. This did likewife give the 
.Philofbphers a handle to explain the 
Motions of the Planets by certain In- 
telligences hxt and inhabiting in their 
Otl», which they perpetually guided in 
their Courlb ; and hence the Bodys of 
^tieSun and Moon are painted like a - 
Tace with Eyes, No(e, and a Mouth. . 

^ 4. THE Opinion of the. twelve 

f ' reater Gods proceeded from certain 
[iRorys affix’d to the twelve Signs of 
'the Zt^iack, asthe (even Planets bear 
.the Names of as many Perfons, . to 
.whom .were alfo confecrated. the Days 
.of j the Week, but reputed* o^re or leR 

holy, 
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or fortunate, according to * 
III. the Temper and Dignity of thefe Gods : 
fo that the Egyptian Divifion of Time 
' into Months and Weeks, and the ftorys 

they wou’d perpetuate by the Stars, 
gave a Rile to the mod eminent Gods of 
the Heathens. From hence very natu* 
rally Judiciary Aftrology had its be- 
ginning : for the People, ' as you’! 1^ 
lower, believing tbofe Gods to cotre- 
,fpond with their Priefts,' -* who they 
thought might as well foretel any other 
Secret as they did Ecliples, confdlteil 
them about all they dreaded or wilh’d. 

' The -fluftuating of- mens Minds^* Be- 

tween Hope and Fear, is one of ’thle 
chief Caufes of Superftition : for befflig 
no way able to forefee the Event • of 
what greatly concerns them, they hoy^ 
hope the beft, and the next minute 
' jfear the worft, which ealily leads them 
not only tO' take any thing for a good 
or bad Omen, which happen’d to tnetn 
in any former good luck or misfortune ; 
hut silo to lay hold of any . Advice, ’to 
confult Diviners and Aftrefegers.^ 
juft after the fame manner with frdk 
' Ferlbns, who frequently prefer a Goti- 

jurer to the beft Doftor, and a ridicu- 
lous Charm to the moft ex^lleot 'Re- 
medy. 
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medy. ' Mdgick it felf (in * the worft Letter 
feoft) hdi its undoubted Original from IIL 
Fhypek^ as Pliny fays, pretending 
to afford better Remedp, to be no- 
bier and more divine : to its fiat* 
tering and mofi alluring Promifes were 
added the joint Forces of Religion (to 
which ' Mankind . is always extreme- 
ip obnoxiom') > and of Mathematkd 
Arts < (meaning Aftrolbgy) every body 
being ^firous to know what regards him 
for the future^ and 'believing- that the 
Truth of thefe Things may be certainly 
learnt from Heofven, Thus captivating 
Mens Vnderfiandings by this triple Ty^ it 
increased to fuch a prodigious pitch, &c. 

Over and above the ImpreiBons of 
Reitgion. in barbarous Words and 
Charms; and of Aftrology, in the In- 
fiiieflce and Incclligence of the Stars, 
the Magicians wou’d appear not to 
- 1 •. 


’ Natam primum e Medicina nemo dubicac, ac fpe* 
cie lalutari irrepnife ^elut alciorem fanA^emque 
^uam Medicinam : ica blandifTunis defideratifrunif^ix 
pronuflifi addidifie vices Religioais, ad quas maxune 
ctianinuni dd^at bumanuro genus : atqiK uc hoc quo^ 
que&egefiencaiiicuiffe Artes. matfacmaticas, mdlDSOO 
avtdo futara de fefi; iciaidi, atque ea e Czio veriflhae 
pm eredeme. lc^ pofidrts hominam fenfibus 
ci oodb, .in tanoun EaAigiuq) adqlcvit, die. > Vac, 

^ without 
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l^etter witbout'rational- Grounds, by thc oc-''* 
in. cult phyfical Virtues of certain Herbs,' 
Stones, Minerals, and other Things 
extremely difficult to be ' procur’d,* 
and^ only knoti^n to. tbemfelves. I 
have already prov’d in my laft Let- 
ter, that the Egyptians, were the In*, 
venters of Aftrology ; -and tho C i-' 
p ER.O, the Difciple of. the Greeks, 
inclines rto attribute, it rather to the. 
Chaldeans of Aflyria, yet it’s worth 
your while to heaf how cautioufly. this 
■ wife .A^n has expreft himfelf. The. 
C hdldeansy Cuys he, not thofe foenffd 
from their Profeffioh hut from their Ns' 
tion, hy 4 eonjiunt Ohfervation of the Stsrs 
sre thought to have framed u Scienecy 
ivhereby it may be: foretold to every 
Perfon what, may happen to him, , and to 
robot Condition, be is born, ' The Egypti- 
ans likewifey from the Antiquity of 
Times y are believ'd to have had the fame 
Art for innurnerable Ages, • 

... ^ 

i - H ■ ■ 1“ ' ‘ *'* " "-'l JL ■ Ji. ll l ' lil 

> I I . .';**.'*'',*'** 

. ‘ .Chaldzi,! ncMi ex Artis lied ex Geads vocabolo no> 
inSoati,' diunuma Obimatiooe Sydemin Sciendara pa.- 
tancur effecific, • ut przdki pdfee quid i cuique cvetmi- 
fUio, & quo^^ifque Fato nacus elct. ■ Eandem Artem 
cdaiQ Efiifpdi lonj^uitace tempt^um innamefabilibm' 
peoc fiK^confcqtmi put^tnir. Oe Divinat, lib, r. ■ • 

, 5- SINCE 
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' 5. SINCE thus I have accounted 
for Magick and judiciary Aftrology,’ 
1 (hall, before I go any further, add a 
word or two about Peoples looking 
up. when they pray, believing Hea- 
ven to be over their Heads^ and Hell 
under their Feet. I fhall likewife pro- 
duce the occafional Caules of Ghofts 
and Speflers : for all thofe Things came 
from the fame common Root with the 
Origin of Idolatry, that is, from the 
Rites of the Aniiems about dead Bo- 
dys. r In the Letter about' 
tdlity of the Soul among the Heathens j 
I explain’d to you by what Degrees 
the People came to be perfuaded that 
there were > Perfbns living in the Scars ; 
and here" I’ll fhow you how they ar- 
riv’d to the fupreme Dignity of God- 
fhip : from which you’l eafily per- 
ceive that this introduc’d the Curtoni 
of Mens lifting up their Eyes, and ex- 
tending their Hands to Heaven when 
they prayj direding themfclves to the 
Gods w horn they beheld above- them. 
From the fame Funeral Rites they be- 
liev’d Hell to be under tliemj and td 
'be the Manfion of the Good and th^ 
Bad, tho diftinguifh’d in .their PladeS 

Qt 
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Letter and Conditions ; bccaufe all forts of Men 
Ilf. were equally bury’d, and only a fmab 
ler number deify’d, whom they thought 
to be above : whereas in the Univerfo, 
properly fpeaking, there is in reality 
neither Above nor Below, Right nor 
Left, Ea(i, Well, North, or South, 
thefe being only abifraded Notions, de- 
noting the Relations of particular Bo* 
dys to one another, and their foveral 
Situations in refpeft of us. The Fan- 
cy of GhoBs and Spefters proceeded . in 
like manner from the Egyptian Mum- 
' mys, thefo' being fo long kept intirc, 
not only in the Grots near Memphis, 
I but alfo by many People in fine A- 
partments at home, and W'hich (whe- 
ther preferving their Lineaments 
frefh, or becoming ghaftly with Time) 
cou'd naturally make frightful Impref- 
fions on Children, Strangers, and the 
ignorant Vulgar, Tho Humation, or 
the placing of the intire Corps under 
Ground, w'as the raoft antient and uni- 
verfol manner of Burial, and that the 
Athenians are acknowledg'd to have 
Icarn’d it of the Egyptians, yet you 
know the Romans- were accuftom’d to 
burn their dead Bodys ; and neverthe- 
Id's, as C I c E R o judicioufly remarks, 

they 
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they were nothing cur’d thereby of Letter 
their Notions concerning Ghofts and JH, 
Speders, Humation having bin like. 
wife their firil Method of Burial. And 
fo frcvilent Error, ' fays he, that 
tho they knew the Bodys were burnt, yet 
they.feigttd fuch things to be tranf acted 
in the infernal Places, which without Bd- 
dys can neither be done nor underfiocd: 

For as they coud not frame any Notion 
in their Minds of Souls living in a fe- 
parate State, fo they fought out fame 
Form or . Figure. Thence proceeded all 
H o M E r’j ' Divination by the Dead ; 
f hence thofe necromantick Rites which my 
Friend .A p p i us us'd to perform ; thenei 
in our Neighbourhood the Lake of Aver- 
nus, 

Whence Ghojls are nightly rais' d, and 
Gates of deepefi Hell 


* Tantumque Valuit Error — uc corpora ctemaca citrri . 
fcirenc, tamen ea fieri apud inferos fingcrenr, qui fire 
corparibus ncc fieri pofienc ncc incclligi. Animos e- 
nini per feipfos viventes non poteranc mence complefti, 
(ornum aliquam Figuramque quarebant. Indc Homc- 
ri tota Next/rrt : inde ca que mens amicus Appius Ka- 
faciebat ; inde in Vicjnianoilra Averni Laciis, 
Unde Anime excitancur dblcora utftbra, aperto oftio 
Alti Acherontis, falfo fanguinc imagines mortuoriim. 

Ti'fc.SasJ}. /.I. 

G 55 Open 
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Letter 

JIT. • Open to falfe BodySj Images of - the 
Dead. • 

' 6 . T HUS you fee, MADAM, 

how they took care to people Hell ; and 
A the truth is, that the very Heaven of 
I the Gentiles was wholly inhabited by 
^ Colony's from' our Earth. Cicero 
' inhisfirfV' Tufculan Difputation, bold- 
ly fays, Is not all Heaven full of human 
'Race? If I lb ottd he at phe pains of 
- fearching among the Jntients^ and parti- 
•cuUrlj the Greek Writers, thofe, who are 
accounted the principal Gods, will he found, 
to have removed from among tu into Hea- 
‘vtn. jisk wbofe 'are the Sepulchers they 
Jborvin Greece. Remember., 
are initiated^ what is told at the Celebra- 
tion of the My(lerys ; and then you II un- 
der Jl and how very far this Bujinefs reaches. 


‘ Tc:Jtn pene Ccel:im nonne luimano Genere com- 
plctiim c(l ? Si vero ferutari vetcra, & ex hh ca qu* 
Scriptores Graci prodiderunt eruere concr ; ipfi iUi, 
majorcs gcnciuiti Dii qui habentur, hinc a nobis profcc- 
ti in Ca-lum rcpcricnciw. Quire quorum demonftran- 
tur fcpulchra in Gncia. Renainifcerc, quomam es-ini- 
tiatus, qua; traduntur Myfteriisj turn denique quam 
hoc lace pateat imelliges. 

Nor 
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Nor was it at the Eleufinian Myflerys Letter 
only that fuch Difcoverys were made, HI. 
forthofeof the Egyptians adumbrated 
the Death of their deify’d King Osi- 
R I s and hi^ Queen Isis; to fpeak no- 
thing of the Syrian Rites in Honor of 
Adonis and other Deitys,which King 
David moft properly calls the Sacri- 
fices of the Dead. It is as true of all the pfai. ic6. 
Myfterys in general, what Cicero 
fays in another place of thofe of Elcu- 
fis, Samothracia, and Lemnos, ' That 
being explain'd^ and reduced to the Ex- 
amination of Reafony the Nature of 
Things u better known than that of the 
Gods. Euhemerus, an old Sicilian 
Poet and Piulofopher, wrote the Hi Ro- 
ry of Saturn, Jupiter, and the 
reRof that fort, dsfcribing the Birth, 
Country, Adfions, and Buryal -place of 
each ; and, as P l u t a r c ii words it, 

® He humanized the Gods^ not transform- 
ing but reducing them to Men, fuch as 
they ’ truly were before. Bur, not con- 


’ Quibusexplicatis, ad rationemquc revxatis, rcmni 
magis nacura cognofcicur quam Dcoru.ii. De S.tr, Dear. 

Ub. I. 

* Tit 

* Ab Euhcmcro autem 8c Mortes Scpu!tJi.E dc- 
luonftrantur Deorum. C'/c. de Sat. Ueor. 1. 1 . 
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f 

Letter’ tent thus to deify the Dead, they aP 
III. fipn’d them the fame Inclinations and 
Offices which they had before on 
Earth, and, as 'Virgil fings of his 
■Warriors, * 

I , 

' The fame Delight they took alive, 
in Arms, 

To courfe in.Chariots, or breed (lately 
Horfes, 

• With equal Care imploys their Ghojls 
bdorv. 

\ 

So Hesiod, very pertinently to our 
pur pole, reprelents the happy Inhabi- 
tants of the Golden Age like the moll: 
antient Princes, injoying their former 
Power above, and as being the Dirtri- 
buters of Riches and Honors here on 
Earth. 

I 

I Thefeby great Jove’s Decree noiv 
Damons are, 

Ce- 

* 


* — Qua? gratia' curruum, 
Armonimque fuic vivis, qua? cura nirentes 
Palccrc equof, cadem fcquitur tdlure repoflbs, 

JEn. L 6, • 

* T fdiv Aai(/.oyu mt 
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. Celejliaty Good, GuardUns of mortnl Letter 

. Jsden, III. 

Obfervin^ all their jufl or wicked 
Deeds, 

B'i/sg cloth"* d with Air, and watjdring 
o^er the Earth, 

They Wealth and Honors to their 
Favorites give ', 

, For (lill their kingly OJfcc they re- 

tain. 

From the fame Spring the oIJ Ethi- 
opians, as vve. learn Irom Strabo, 

* believed their Benefa 5 iors and Perfons 
of. royal ExtraU to be Gods, and, no 
doubt, to benefit and proteQ them ftill 
/rom above, as they formerly u:>’d to do 
below. 

7. I DON’T pretend, MADAM, 
that thefe falfe Notions of the Heathens 
about the Dead were theonly Rife of Ido- 
latry ; but I maintain it was the Hrlf, the ' 


E^S-Aw, ^vKayjh -d-nijcay Ai’d-^ann’, 

Oi fet 7f e/) 'if Kxr 

Hifjt ir.rtt'XtVOt, ST 

rLrx}o<ti)]ot 5 Ml t«7s JSir..' ^ATiKniiy sp^y. 

Opcr. Sc Dies. 

* 'Of J's imro TjoAy 7 k? Eu?f>%7*»' /S^cr/A/^.s; rj-x; 

V'^mrvrt. LilJ* > 7 * 
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Letter moft natural, the nioft univerfal, and 

III. whac fiavc occafion to all ttierelh . The 

fame cxcdfive RefpcO: was transter’d by . 

clegiecs CO o» litr tilings, both' as beingv 

jthcGiftsof cheGods, and for their own 

inaate;Excellency ‘ There are many other 

Natures of the Gods, lays Cichro, 

( not without reafon^ hecaufe ^cf their 

^reat • Benefit's) infiituted and nam^d by 

the rvifejl Men of Greece^ and by. our 

Ancefiors : for whatever coud bring great 

profit to Mankind^ that thing they thought 

.coud not be made without the Divine Bonn- 
« ^ 

ty towards Men. But they did not re- 
flrain this Notion to thofe ufeful things 
without us, nor to the celeftial Bodys ; 
they alfb extended the -like Privilege 
to the Dirpofitions of . the Mind, to its 
. Facultys, and Virtues; for, according 
to the lame Cicero, ’The things it 
felfy in which there is any great worth, is 



’ Multi' autem alias nacursE Deorum ex magni? Bene- 
fniseorunfi, non fmccaufa, &a Grardk iapientifTimis 
bi niajoribus noftris conAitutas nominataque font; 
cuicquid enim magnam utilitatem gencri atferret *hu- 
n.ano, id non fine divina Bonitate erga Homines fieri 
arbitrabantur. Dc Kat. Deor, /. 2 . . ' 

*; ‘Tum autem' res ipfa in qua vis ineft major aliqvp 
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fo-ternid by them, that even this very Letter 
Worth is call'd a God, as i'tdelity, the III. * 
Mind, Sfc. And To Virtue, Honor, 

Safety, Concord, Cliartity, Liberty, 
Victory, Clemency, Piec), and fuch . 
like, were deify’d ; in all which things, 
adds he, ‘ becaufe there was fo great a 
Worth that it could not be manag'd without 
God, the Thing it [elf has obtain'd the 
name of a God, of. which kind the words 
Cupid and Defire, Venrss and Love, 
are confecrated. Without queflion, 
when wife and good Men perceiv’d 
that the People wou’d needs have a 
plurality of Gods, and .Temples dedi- 
cated to them, they, to comply -with 
their Weaknels, and at the fame time 
to bring ’em as much as they .cou’d to 
better and nobler Thoughts, .deify’d 
fuch Things. Hence may be perceiv’d 
how fo many Things came to be deify’d, 
which have no peribnal Form' or Ex.- 
iftence, and are nothing clfe but mere 


fic «ppellatiir, uteaipfavis nominctur Dcus, uc Fidcs, 
Ut Mens, &c. Ibid. 

' Quariim omnium rerum quia vis ciit tanta ut fine 
Deo regi non poffec, ipfi res Dcorum nomcn obtinuic, 
quo ex genere Cupidinis & Voluntatis, & lubencina; 
Veneris vocabula confeCTau funt. Ibid. 

- Propertys, 
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Letter Propertys, Mode^, or Accident^. This 

■ III. made Cicero appoint in his Laws 
(a .matter praftis’d in Rome before) 
that thofe things fhou’d be reputed 
- Gods, 'for the fake of which Man' was, 

admitted to afeend into Heaven, ^Tis 

wclldone^ fays he, that the Mind^ Piety^ 
Virtue^ faith, are confecrated, of ad 
which the Temples are pablickly dedicated 
at Rome that thofe who have them 
( and ad good Men have them ) may 
think that the Gods thewfelves are placed 
in their Minds, y/ 

* 8. BUT as the Superftitious perver,t 

every thing in Heaven and Earth, (b 
' they fail’d not to do in this cafe, confe- 
crating the moft vitious and abominable 
things, for which our Author juftly 
reprehends them. The Athenians 
.were blefs’d with a couple of fine God- 
deffes. Contumely and Impudence ; the 
Romans had Fear and Hope, Palenefs 


' Propter quas datur homini alcenfus in CojIuip.— — 
Eciie vero qued Mens, Weias, Vircus, Fiejes, conlc- 
crantur manu, quarum omnium Rom* dcdicata publice 
Templa luni ; ut ilia qui habcant (habont autem om- 
ncs Ixjni) Decs ipfos in Animis fuis coHocatos putcot. 
De Leg. 1,2. . ' - 

and 
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and Trembling. The deftrudlive Fe- Letter 
ver had an Altar ; and there was an III. 
endlefs rabble of Gods prefiding over 
the fouleft Dillempers, and even over 
Actions very barbarous and obfeene. 

The Egyptians, befides the Worfhip of 
theceleflial Gods, or of the Stars and 
Planets, had withal a fymbolical Wor? 
fhipon Earth, attributing Divine Vii'- 
tues and paying a religious Refpetf to 
almoli all forts of Animals and Plants, 
not excepting the moft vile and con- 
temptible. Yet all parts of Egypt did 
not reverence the fame Species. The 
Reafbns they alledg’d in their own 
Juftification, were either the Ufel’ulneft 
of thefe things, or that the feveral 
Deitys manifefted their particular Pow-’ 
ers more in one Species than in another, 
or they pretended to fbmc Allegory 
drawn from Morality or Natural Phi- 
lofbphy. ' In their Sacred Rites, fays 
Plut Arch, there's nothing^ appointed 
that's unreafonable ( as fame imagine) or 
fabulousy or from Super fkition ; but fome > 

things 


# 

t 

* Ov^iV tiktyev, fUiSa/ltf, k/s vio 
Vi*s (davit! tmi vonmnv) tynd]icv/xdlo nns!}ieu(: 
' . ' akket 
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Letter things having moral and ufeful Caufes^ 
III. and others not being void of fame hijlo- 
rical or jfhilofophical Elegance. Agree- 
able to which Cicero fays, that 
the very Egyptians^ ' rvho are fo much . 
, laught aty have not ccnfecrated any Be aft ^ 
hut for fome Advantage that they drew 
from it. This fymbolicdl Theology 
made feveral learned Men believe that 
all the other parts of the Heathen Re- 
ligions might and ought to be fo ex- 
plain’d, which I fliall prove to be a 
great miftake before I have done. The 
Egyptians indeed carry’d it farther than 
all others : for they did not only wor- 
fliip the Bird Ibis, Hawks, Cats, Dogs, 
Crocodiles, Sea-horles, Goats, Bulls* 
Cows, Onions, Garlick, and what not ? 
but ’ they worfbipt a Man in the Town of 
AnubiSy in which they facrific'd to himy 
and burnt the facred fluff on the Altars, 


aKhct TO tiiv 7oA 

VK a^otfy. jj (f-jijim i^v- De Ifjde 

^ Oliridc. 

' Jpfi illi, qui irridencur, i^gyptii, nullam Bclluam, 
mil ob aliquam utilitatcm quam ex ca caperent, con- 
^ Iccravcrunt. De Nat. Dcor. /. i. 

Ai’d'StyxfV ffiCxffiv Kitjet AvvCiV KCefaw, tv n mt 

TSt hfS/i3 Pc 

^oitin. 1. 4. , 

. ' ■ ; They 
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They are the words of P o r p h y r y. Lettf ^ 

III. 

- 9. IN other Countrys fbme paid a 
philofophical Worfhip to the four Ele- 
» ments, and certain parts of the human 
Body. Other Cirys as well as that of 
Rome were elevated to the high Dig- 
nity of Goddeffes. And many for fear 
of offending by miftake ereQed Altars 
to ' unknown Gods. The Romans 
frankly naturaliz’d thofe of all other 
•Nations, falling down before fuch De-^ 
itys as cou’d not prottft their antient 
Votarys from the Power of their Arms: 
yet this was rather a politick Liberty 
of Confcience; than the Effects of any 
real Devotion. Now from all this it is 
very evident, not only that the Gods did 
infinitely exceed Mankind in number 
as well as in dignity ; but that, tho 
Superftition cou’d be kept within 'no 
bounds, yet all Idolatry had its Original 
from mens Notions and Adions about 
dead Bodys. But no Abfurdity feems 
greater to me than to find Divinity at- 
tributed to Chance, which is dire£fly 


- ' Diog. Laerc. ia Epimenide. Faufan. in Atdc. &; 

Lucian, in Philopat. 

oppofice 
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Letter oppoHce to all Order, Intelligence, and 
jll. Ddlgn: and, neverthelefs, under the 
name of Fortune it had its proper Tem- 
ples, one dedicated to good, and another 
to bad Fortune ; at the fame time re- * 
ceiving Divine Worfhip, and the moft 
opprobrious Epithets of blind, various, 
incoriftant, true to the word, and a jijc 
to the beft. Thefc things, as in the 
Sequel will appear, were introduc’d and 
invented at lecond hand ; but all occa- 
fion’d and grounded on the Worfhip of 
the Dead. 

t 

» • 

lo, I A M far from defigning to 
bring all the Arguments I cou’d to 
dcraonftrate my Opinion about the Ori- 
gin of IdoUtrjff yet I cannot forbear 
producing one Example, which fhows 
the ,utmoft Extravagance of human 
Nature. Tho the generality of Chrif- 
tians have alraoft made a Martyr of 
Socrates as dying for the Belief 
of one God, and that the Heathens will 
' have his guilt to have bin for intro- 
ducing other Gods than the State al- 
low’d, yet both thefe Affertions are 
falfe : for to his death he adher’d to the 
Worfhip of his.Couotry, being of opi- 
nion that no private Perfon ought to 
> feparate 
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feparate from the publick EftabliQi- Letter 
ment ; and tho he might believe but III. 
one God, yet this was none of the 
Crimes objeded to him by his Accufers 
orthis Judges. However, confidering 
the Sentiments of all Men about him, 
it feems fcarce credible that this Father 
of good Manners, this Prince of Philo- 
fophers, and ableft Phyfician of the 
Mind, fhou’d have divine Honors paid 
to himfelf after his death, that he fhou’d 
have a Temple and a Fountain dedi- 
cated to his Name. We read, it’s true, 
that the Athenians, repenting of their 
ihjuft Sentence, and to acknowledg his 
exemplary worth, ereded a Statue to 
perpetuate his Memory : and we know 
(what is very natural) that his Admirers 
celebrated his Birth-day, and wore the Fi- 
gure of his Head about them on Gems in 
tlteir Rings or Seals. But this Veneration 
at laft wascarry’d to religious Worlhip. 

For Mar I N u s, the Difciple and 
Succeffor of Pro cl us at Athens, 
who wrote his Mailer’s Life, and who 
rpeaks of a thing he knew as well as I 
do to what Saint my Parifli-Church is 
dedicated : Marinus, I fay, rela- 
ting the happy Prefages of P r o c l u s’s 
fucceeding in the Platonick School, fays, 

that 
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c o L A who afterwards grew famotis in 
the Art of DecUwatiotJy hut fludy*d then 
under tlse ■ Frofejfors • at Athens^ ‘ went 
down to the Port as to one of his Ai* 
quaint ance^ ‘ to receive and lodg hint aS 
his Countryman \ for Nicolas wai 
likewife a Lycian^ and fo he conducted 
him into the City, But (ProclusJ 
finding himfelf weary after his Voyage^ 
fat down by the way in the Chappel of 
Socrates C neither 
knew nor had heard that Socrates 
was honored in any place ^thereabouts) 
and prayd Nicolas that he woud 
likewife fit ' down a little^ andy if he cot^d 
any where) to help him to fome fVater* 
The other obeying himy ordered fome to be 


KOJ ^iVd/yrco)V nTQKtj\W. AvfUQi KAt 0 
Avjcv 7HV rroXiv* *0 Ji iK nm 
' yjaTTu vi^ijo kaJa tuv 'oJbV) KAt 'sfe* to 

s/A>; AKtfiiCQU^ Q^i ew% T» iyiyvovlo VfAAt ) 

cTe ^OV N/JtiActoi' im(jLiyiiv 7i "tfi/JoSt ^ 

dy.A cAe kas u 

•mttouo^fzui Jtii 5^tp c/)4^ ^oAAy, i^a'jaV) kaJu^o* 
*0 /*5 It5/440^ Alfj^) KAI T^"]o \fK A?i\A^^iy TO-^^yt 


brought 
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brought immediately^ and that from no Lettet 
other placet but from that fame confecra- HI. 
ted Ground ; for the Fountain of So- ^XVNJ 
CKi\.T E,s^s .Statue was not far from 
thence, o Now^' as he was drinking ^ N i- 
COL AS, , who it bought of it .only ju/l 
then, faid to him, this is a good Omen 
that you have fat in the Temple of ^o- 
CRATES, and that there you drunk the. 
fir ft Attic Water, Then Pro cl us, 
fifing up and worjbipping, proceeded on 
his way to the City. Here you have an ' 
Example in all Forms how the Vene- 
• ration of dead Men becomes exceffive 
in time ; and I have chofen to relate it 
thus at length, becaufe it was molt 
unlikely to happen to Socrates, 
tho more . delerving it than any 
other. ■ . . . 

Hi I SHOU’D never have done, 
SERENi^, if I wou’d confirm my 
Opinion by all the Authoritys I couM 


doflt S'l viun Tu itfx t'to/ei ; ttXi 

ya.9 m « -miyn 7j)f SoKfaJuf fuMf. Uiov^t /# 

aujip avij£o?\.o» o NixoArtof, rojt ’X^ujdv 
tit rta 7^oKfct^e^(|) titi mj i^rpu^op 

Ai’Jitur vJitp -mnt. *0 «Tt, kai 

vtifAf, m Tt/i/ytropdaTe. Marin, in vita Procii, 
Cap, ic. Edit. Lend. 

H produce^ 
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Letter produce. Whoever is converfant in the 
III. Learning of the Antients, and con- 
fiders the Accounts they have left us of 
their own Original as well .as. that of 
other Nations, what they have parti- 
cularly written of their Gods, and the 
Realbns of their Deification, can have 
no doubts remaining concerning this 
matter. But *tis oblervable, that ac* 
cording to the degrees of Improvement 
any Nation made in Politenels, Lite- 
rature, or Government, the leis they 
were addiffcd to this impious Humor 
of God-mahing. To give an Inftance- 
hereof, the Romans deify’d Romu- 
lus their firfi King and Founder ; but, . 
during thofe many hundred Years their 
Commonwealth fubfified, they did not 
confecrate one Mortal, tho for Virtue, 
Knowledg,' and Valor, they were fur- 
niih*d with more deferving Examples 
than all the World befides. And yet 
as loon as ever their free Republick was 
turnM" into abfolute Monarchy, the 
greateft part of the firft Emperors 
were deify’d ; both Julius 
s.Kk the Subverter of their Liberty, 

. and the mod cruel, leud, or foolifli of 
the fucceeding Tyrants, with fome of 
their Wives, Kdarions, 2 nd Favorites ; 

imitating 
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imitating herein the Cuftom of Kings Letter 
among the Barbarians, who by fuch III. 
Artifices kept their Subjeds in per- 
petual Slavery, as not daring to rebel 
againft the Gods, or thofe that were 
in Eledion to become fuch* There’s 
nothing better known in Hiftory, than 
that Princes had Divine Honors paid ' 

’fcm after Death by the Egyptians, Af* 
fyrians, the mofi: antient Greeks, and 
other Nations. Their Queens alfb, 
their Brothers, Sifters, and other Kin- 
dred, were made Gods and Goddefles ; 
and it was always the Intereft of the 
fucceeding Monarch, to keep up this 
extraordinary Notion of his Race. 

Nay Divine Worftiip was offer’d to 
many others during^heir Lives, as well 
as to Augustus. Plutarch, 
to whom ! might add feveral mor4' 
Authors, relates that Artabanus, 
a Perfian Lord, faid to Themisto- 
CLES, then a Fugitive in that Court, 

* Of the munj and good Laws which we 
havCy this is the moH excellent^ to honor 


• ) • • •' 

* ''RfMV ToXX«y Xcti XAKmv cvtov 

lijcf »7of to 

IV* dfu.’ in Thitmiuode. , 

j Ha the 


too 
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Letter Kjfig-, and to worfbip the Image of • 
III. God. No body is ignorant how lacred 
the Ottoman Race is cfteem’d ; tho this, 
as we fee, cannot always preferve ’eni 
from the Fury of their infblent Guards 
or of their injur’d SubjeOs. The Di- 
vine Right claim’d of late by fome 
* Chriftian Kings, and the unreferv’d 
and . paflive Obedience pretended by 
their flattering Clergy to be due to 
them, if not a better Expedient to ftip- 
port Tyranny than that of the Hea- 
thens, yet they were unqucftionably 
intended for the fame end and purpofe. 

But the wifer Men grew, the lefs they 
•believ’d of thefe things ; on the con- 
trary the more narrowly they watch’d 
their Princes, the more jealous they be- 
came of their Liberty and Privileges. 
^Religion and Reafon are hated Ob- 
Racies to Superft iiion and Error ; and 
Cicero remarks that . fbme Ora- 
cles ceas’d to give Rerponfes in bis 
time, becaufe People were grown lefs 
credulous. 

• 

" IS. HAVING hitherto explain’d' 
tnd effablifb’d the Origin .of. Idolatry, 

T fball now, MADAM, conformably 
to thefe Principles, affign the Rcaibns 
. of 
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of the Heathen Rites, if you’l allow Letter 
any Reafon to be given for Praftices in ■ III. 
many cafes very abfurd and extrava- 
ganr. Men thinking to pleafe their 
God (whoever he was among fb many)' . 
as they were wont to do while a Prince* 
on Earth, erefted magnificent Tem-- 
ples or Palaces, and on fumptuous* 
Tables or Altars they made Feafts or 
Sacrifices to him ; imagining that he 
and his Court (principally compos’d of 
their deceas’d Heroes) did feed on the 
Blood and Fumes of flaughter’d Ani- 
mals, and delight their celefiial NoF 
trils with fnuffing up the Fragrancy of 
Incenfe, as they did their facred Eyes 
with Pomp and Shows. All the At- 
tendance was futable to their State and 
Dignity when living. Solemn Times 
or Holy-days were fet apart frbm ordi- 
nary Labor for the Celebration of the 
Fead ; and thofe, whom afterwards 
they call’d their Prieds (whofe bulinefs- 
was to order the Fead, to ferve the 
Company, and to repeat a Panegyrick 
in Commemoration of the deify’d Mor- 
tal) were clad in fplendid Garments,' 
and endow’d with fevcral commodious 
Privileges, as the Servants of Princes 
always are : but the chiefed at the be- 
H j ginning 
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Letter' ginning were an Exemption from 
ni. every other Duty to the Publick, and 
plentiful Salarys align’d for their 
Livelihood. There was likewife' at 
thele Feafls, good ftore of Mufick, 
Dancing, Perfuming, Illuminations, 
Bowings, Cringings, Proftrations, and. 
' every thing befides that is ulually im- 
ploy’d to gratify the Senfts of the moft 
vain or, licentious Prince; but cou’d 
never be thought acceprable to any Di- 
vine Being, without placing the Origin, 
of Idolatry in the Worlhip of the Dead, 
which makes fuch Worlhip and Cere- 
monys very accountable. 

« * 

ij. AS, they did with the Minifters 
of their Princes, lb they muft make an 
• Intereft both with the Courtiers in Hea- 
ven and with the Priefts on .Earth ; not 
■ only bribing them for their Interceflion, 
but if they wou’d not favor, at leaf!: not 
to opp»o(c their Petitions : for they were 
commonly of different Faftions above 
•. as well as below. But you muft under— 
ftand that the Power of thele Courtiers; 
was of no fmall momenr, the Govern-, 
mentand Proteftion of all Regions and; 
Citys, particularly of thole where they;, 
liv’d or govern’d themlelv.es, ; being dit, 

' ' . tributed 


and ^'ifons of Heatheni/m. loj 

tribiitcd among ’em. There was nei- Letter 
ther Tree nor Plant ; nor Beaft, Fi(h, III. 
or Fowl nor River, Fountain, nor Hill ; 
nor almoR any other Creature, but was 
the fpecial Care and Delight of one or 
other of them, and frequently call’d 
after their Names, as in their Life-time 
they happen’d to ufe, or love, or admire 
them. This immediate Direftion they 
were thought to have on the Things 
now mention’d, as well as over the Dif- 
eafes of the Body and the Pallionsof the 
Mind, gave a Reputation and Authori- 
ty to their pretended Miracles, Appari- 
tions,, Divinations, Oracles, and all 
other Arts of the Cunning, to drain the 
Pockets of the Credulous. . 

14. A S for the Sanduarys and the le- 
cret Arks kept in them, with their many 
myfterious Doings, their Expiations, 
Purifications, and other ridiculous, pro-; 
fane, or cruel Ceremonys, and all very 
burdenlbm ; thefe, I fay, were at the 
beginning fyfnbolical, reprefentiog the 
true Hiftory of the Gods while living 
on Earth, exhibiting the Reafons of 
their Deification, and the Arks in parti- 
cular containing the Emblems, Marks, 
or Tokens of the whole Fa£f, . as all a* 

H 4 gree 
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Letter gree who have look’d into tlie Heathen 
III. Myfterys.- But thefe things were after- 

c/'VNJ wards manag’d by the Priefts (b as to 
make their imagin’d Intimacy with 
Heaven moreJvalu’d, and to get Re- 
venues fettled on themfelves, proporti- 
onable to the Laborioufhefs and Impor- 
tance of the Service in which they were 
engag’d. - Nor did the Multitude of 
•the Rites ferve a little to amule and di- 
•ftraft the Vulgar from reflefting on 
matters with more confideration, their 
'whole Time being almoft employ’d a- 
bout them: befides that they muft 

needs entertain a high Opinion of them, 

■ who cou’d affix SanQity to Times, Pla- 
ces, and Perfons, and to fuch things as 
w ere either indifferent in their own Na- 
tures, orfeem’d the fartheft imaginable 
from being religious. Moreover^ there 
was not w'anting fometimes a mutual 
Compaft between the Prince and the 
Prieft, ’whereby the former oblig’d him- 
: fell to fecure all.thefe Advantages to the 

• latter, if he in return would preach up 
.'his abfblute Power over the People, on 

whole well-meaning Underftandings he 

• cou’d make what Impreffions he pleas’d 

at any time. • • ' 


15. TO 
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15. TO the Authority of Princes III. 
they added their own Inventions about 
Hell (as I fhow’d before in this Letter, 

•and aUb in the lafl: I lent you) not con- 
tenting themfelves to terrify Men with 
Tee and Flames, deep Mire and Dark- 
nefs, they added Vultures, Rolling- 
‘Stones, Wheels, and Chains ; Hydras, 
Centaurs, Harpies, Chimeras, Sphyn- 
xes, Gorgons, Dragons, and a World of ' 
other Monfters, the Executioners of 
the Princes Tyranny. They told ’em 
allb of Ghpfts and SpeGers, Vifions 
and Voices, amazing the Vulgar with 
the tremendous Sounds of Tartarus, 

Erebus, the black and roaring Waves 
of 

Sf/x, Acker on y Vhlegethony Lethe y Co^ 
cjtuSy Avernm ; 

with the hideous barking of tfiple- 
headed Cerberus, the dogged Sul- 
lennefs of C h a r o n the Ferryman : 
but the inexorable Furys, A l e c t o, 
Tisiphone, and M e g « r a, were 
more dreaded by far than Pluto or 
.Proserpina, tho Sovereign Go* 
vernors over thofe infernal Regions. 

' From 
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Letter From what I {aid before about the Ori- 
III. gin of Ghoftsand Aftrology, you may 
be fure they were addi6led to all man- 
ner of Divination and Magick, fuchas 
’ Augurys and Aufpicys, * Extifpicys, 
» f Necromancy and Necyomancy, ♦ Py- 

romancy, ’ Pfychomancy, ! Nephelo- 
mancy, ^Hydromancy, ‘Capnomancy, 
' Sortileges; with other numberlefs 
and fuperftitious Vanitys, which are 
- continu’d in moft parts of the World 
to this very Time, and which may be 
found deicrib’d at large in V a n d A l e. 
We may imagin, from the fame Reafons, 
that they abounded with Witches, Sor- 
* cerers,and Fortune-tellers, who, by vir- 
tue of a Covenant or Compad with 
the Daemons, by their Knowledg of the 


' Divining by Birds and Signs. ’ By the Entrals of 
Animals. ’ By the Dead and Okofts. * By Fire. * By 
Souls. * By the Clouds. ’ By Water. * By Smoak. 
* By LotSy whether in Paffages of Books or otherwife. 

*'Quis labor hie fupcris, Cantus Herbafque fequendi 
Spernendiqj Timor ? Cujus Coimmcrcia PACT! 
Obftciftos habucrc Dcos ? Parcrc needfe dl, .. 

An )uvac ? Ignoca untum pieute mercQtur, , 

An tacitis valuere minis ? Hoc Juris in omnes ‘ ■* 

EA illis fuperos ? An habenc hxc Carmina cefeum 
ImpCTida Dcujn, qui Mundum cogere, - (Mjeqttid 
Cogitur ipfe, potdl ? Lucan, pharjal. 1. 6. 

Stars, 
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Stars, and by the occult QuaKtys of Letter 
certain Herbs, Stones, barbarous Words, III. 
and Charms, and by pricking,* or melt- 
ing, or burying the Images of the Par- 
tys concern’d, pretended to make the 
Gods appear, and to raile theGhofts of 
the Dead ; to darken the Sun and 
Moon, and make the Planets more 
backward, nay to bring down the Stars 
from the Firmament ; to transform 
themfelves and others into various 
Shapes ; to affli£i whom they pleas’d 
with Diftempers ; procure Love or 
Hatred; foretel future Events; dilco- 
ver hidden Treafures ; fpirit away Peo- 
ples Corn, or Milk, or other Goods ; 
change little Children in their Cradles ; 
and a thoufand more fuch Pranks, tedi- 
ous to relate, and impoflible for think- 
ing Men to believe. But what the 
Learned and the Prudent thought of all 
thefe Pretenders to extraordinary Know- 
ledg, old Ennius will frankly tell 
you in his rugged Meafures. 

'• I 'uxluenot one rujb a Marjtdn 

Nor 


• Non habco denique nauci Marfura Augurem, 


Non 
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Letter ’ Nor Country FortunetclierSf nor- 

III. ‘ • Totvn Star~gtz.ersy 

- ' Nor'Jugting-GypfieSy nor yet Dream- ' 

■ I- - Interpreters ; ' ' 

' ■ For not by Skill or Art are theft Di- 
• ' 'ui'ners ; ' ' 

• But fuperflitious Prophets, Gueffers- 

■ impudent. 

Or idle Rogues, or craz'd, or mere 

- ■' ’ jltrviog Beggars. 

* They know no way t hem fe Ives, yet, 

' others would direH \ 

And crave a Groat of thofe, to whom 
they promife Riches, 

* Thence let 'em take the Groat, and 

give hack all the reft. 

We 'may add here the fabulous Storys 
of the Heathens (much like our modern 
Talcs of Fairys) concerning their Syl- 
vans, Fauns and Satyrs ; their Larva 


Non vicanos Arufpices, non de circo Aflrologoe, 

Non Ifwcos Conjertores, non Interpretei Somnium: • 
Nonenim iant ii aut fciencia aut arte Divini* 

, Sedjupcrfticiofi Vatcs, impudcntcfq; Harioli, 

Aut inertcs,aut infani, aut quibus EgeAas imperat; 

fibi femitam nonlapiunt, alteri monftrant viam, 
C^uibus divitias pollicentur ab iis Drachmam ipfi petunt, 
De his divitiis fibi deducanc Drachmam, rcddant 
cx^era. , ^ Cic, de Divhat, Ifb. i. 

and 
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and Lemures ; their Nymphs of the Letter 
Seas, Rivers, Fountains, Hills, and III. 
Woods, fuch as the Nereids, Naiads, 
Dryads, Hamadryads, Oreads, and if 
there be any more like to thcle, only fit 
to fcare Women and Children. ■ 


i6. let’s now return, if you 
pleale, to the higher Powers ; for as in 
I$fe fo after Death they were of (everal 
Orders, Gods of the upper, and .Gods 
of the lower Form, the ' Nobility and 
• Commons; as alfo ’ intermediate, in- 
ferior, and vagabond Demons (origi- 
nally from the Suppofition of departed 
Souls) who had no certain Habitation, 
but' wander’d in the Air, and were con> 
ilantly lent on Errands, , either to carry 
the Prayers of Men to their Superiors, 
or to acquaint the World with the 
Wrath or Favor of the Gods, where- 
of they were commonly thought to be 
the Minifters and Executioners, for 
thole Princes had their Armys in Hea- 
ven .as well, as on Earth* But as the 


I. 




' ■ Dii maprum Gentium, 

' • * Dii minoruni Gentium, 
. ' { i^i mcdioxurni^ &c. 



1 


jiO The Origin of Idolatry, 

Letter Heathens fent the beft of their Gods to 
Ilf. Heaven, fo they recall’d ’em again at 
their Pleafure, confining their Prefencc 
to fome final I Chappel, or to the poor 
Idol within that: for they imagin’d 
that many of them liv’d in Tombs or 
wander’d in the Air, before they help’d 
’em to thofe Accommodations, where 
the Defires of their Petitioners were 
more agreeably heard than in any other 
place. They often fell down before 
the Work of their own Hands, which, 
had it Life or Refleftion, ought rather 
toworfhip them from whole Skill all 
its Excellency had bin deriv’d ; but the 
wiler Mice, Swallows, and Spiders made 
very bold with their Statues, notwith- 
ffanding the virtue of Conlecration, 
while filly Men were forc’d themlelves 
to proteft what they fear’d and ador’d. 
Thefe very Statues are an Argument of 
their human Figure and Original, and 
we know the refpeft that was paid to 
the Statues, even of living Princes. 
Their Shrines were often vifitedby the 
*' flioft ignorant and devout, who alfo 
hung the Temples round with Offerings 
and rich Prefents, confulted the Oracles ' 
in all dubious Events, bound them- 
{clves by Vows in their Diftrefs, believ’d 

their 
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their very Dreams to be divinely Letter 
infpir’d, and made their Religion in III. 
every refpeft as troublclbm to others as 
to themfelves. From what they prac- 
tis’d on Earth, there was not a darling 
Paflion or Game of their great Men 
(fuch as drinking, wenching, or hunt- 
ing) but the like were afcrib’d to the 
Gods. Wherefore we often read of 
their Amours, Marriages, Rapes and 
Adulterys; their Diffenfions, Revel- 
lings,' Quarrels, and Wounds ; their 
Revenges and Thefts ; their Com- 
plaints and manifold DiftrefTes, being 
fometimes expos’d, at other times im- 
prifbn’d, and once fairly beaten out of 
their Cittadel in Heaven by the Giants, 

CO feek in a pitiful manner for (belter 
on Earth ; all which things demonlfrate 
their Earthly Original. We need not 
wonder after this to find, that they are 
always reprefented in the State wherein 
they dy’d, and with all the diffinguifh- 
ing Marks in which they liv’d. Thus 
are (bme of. ’em ever old, and others e- 
ver young ; Parents, Children, and Ret 
lations ; Ibme lame and blind, of . diffe- 
rent Colours and Appetites ; (bme clo- 
ven-footed (whence the prefent vulgar 
notion of the Devil) fome fufni&’d 

W'ith 
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Letter with Wings, or arm’d with Swords,’ 
III: ^ Spears, Helmets, Clubs, Forks and 
jBows ; or drawn in their Chariots by. 
Lions, Tygers, Horles, Sea-calfs, Pea*' 
cocks, and Doves. Now all ihele 
things were partly borrow’d from their 
true Hiftory, and are partly allegorical,' 
poetical, and fabulous Difguifes of what 
is no longer perfectly known nor under- 
ftood. 

■ I. • ' • ■ 

17. iENOMAUSi Euhbme- 
RUS, Lucian, and many other Per* 
fbns -who’ made ufe of their Rea- 
Ibn, didfearlefly mock the Deitys for. 

' I being naturaliz’d of this or that Place, 

\ where they exercis’d every one .the 
Trade wherein he excell’d. ‘ Thus 
Apollo had an Office of Intelligence, 
and told Fortunes at Delphos ; Escu- 
L A p I u s fet up an Apothecary’s Shop 
at Pergamus ; -Ven us kept a noted 
Baudyhoufe at Paphos ; Vulcan 
had a Blackfmith s Forge in Lemnos ; 
fome were Mid wives,’ fome Huntrefies, 
and all of them traffick’d where they 
cou’d: Tor. they us’d, like us Mortals, 
fuch as they had formerly bin, when 
they did not thriva in one place, to re* 
move into (bme ocher more convenient 
r ...• for 
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for their Bufinels. As all Events were 
believ’d to be the Ededs of their Love 
or Difpleafure, fo Men found out fe-. 
vcral Methods to thank or appeafe 
them ; and particularly gave ’em (by 
way of acknowledgment for the reft^ 
theFirft-Fruits ofall Produdfions, whe- 
ther of Animals or Vegetables, with 
Tythes and other Offerings which they 
were bound to pay to their Living 
Princes. Nor was there any thing al- 
moff that came amifs in their Sacrifices ; 
for what was the aver/ion of one prov’d 
the delight of another, and fome of 
em would be content with nothing un- 
der human Viftims, an Argument of 
their bloody Difpofitioo in this World. 
-We often find them highly refenting the 
Affront (as Princes and Great Men ufe 
*todo) when their Altars were neglec- 
ted, efpecialJy if the People feaffed other 
Gods ; and Men have not lefs frequent- 
ly in their Turns reproach’d the Divine 
Pojverswith Ingratitude, and even out- 
rag’d their Statues (being fometimes in- 
clin’d to Rebellion) when they thought 
themfelves not fufficiently requited for 
' the rich Prefencs or Bribes which they 
gave them, 

. I i8. BUT 
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i8. B UT tho the more learned and. 
virtuous had .many times better Noti- 
ons of Things, vet we find the Semi- . 
meotsof fome of. ’em mighty fluffcua- 
ting and obfcure, principally occafion’d 
by the Fcrfecurion that was fure to at-. 
' tend the Truth, or any attempt towards, 
a general Reformation, witnefs the 
Death of Socrates, We may pb; 
Terve from ' .Plutarch, that the 
true .Reafon why the Theory, of the. 
Stars and Planets was fo little, or at leafl 
not lo generally known, was, that the. 
. , common People wou’d never endure to 
hear, thofe things made fubjeO: to a Phi- 
Jofophical Examination, or explain’d by 
the ordinary Laws of Nature, by in- 
voluntary Cades, .and blind Facultys, 
' while they held ’em to be intelligent, 
eternal, and immortal Gods.. And 
t berefore when Anaxagoras dif-, 
cover’d that the 'Moon had but a bor- 
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row’d Light from the Sun, and fo gave Letter 
the Reafons of its Wax and Wane, fuch III. 
a Do^Irine durft not be made publick, 
but was fecretly communicated to very 
few, and even to them under a Promife 
of Fidelity. / Indeed a great many emi- 
nent Perfbns in Europe and Affa, both 
underftood themfelves the Origin of the 
Religions commonly receiv’d, and 
Ibmetim'es have dat’d to difcover their 
Vanity, ’ Infufficiency, and Impofture 
to others. But fuch as at any time 
thus alTcrted the Unity of the Deity, 
and expos’d Superftition, we ought, not 
to reckon for Heathens, by -which Ex- 
pfeflion is properly underdood Idolaters 
who believe .'a plurality of Gods, and 
that pretend' to have particular< Revela- 
tions from them, with feveral forts of 
Rites indituted to their Honor as they 
were thought to aft in didinft Proving 
ces, or elfe to commemorate their par- 
ticular Aftions. The Jews ( who 
thought all the People of the World, 
but themfelves, to be of this kind) ufu- 
ally call’d ’em the Nations, from the 
.Gr6ek whereof we have the v/ord Hea- 
-chens, and Gentiles from the Latin. 

All thofe therefore who had Penetration 
enough to difcover, and Courage to op- 
. . I 2 pofe 
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Letter pole the Follyor' Craft of thisTheologyi, 
III. wercf call’d and reputed .Atheifts,‘t and 
treated as fuch by the Multitude at the 
Inliigation of thePriells. >SeverakPer- 
ions, efpecially among the Philofophers, 
were fin’d and irnprifon’d, .fome were 
‘fent into Exile, others judicially fen»- 
tenc’d to Death, many torn in pieees by 
Ithc Rabble, and all of them conftantJy 
branded with Impiety for disbelieving 
'the Myfierys, or- expofing , tfie-Holy 
Cheats of their Times.. But no riranks 
'are due to the Heathen PrieRs, that 
’fewer Inftances oP.this kind occur'a- 
' ‘ 'mong them than the Chridianx: for, 

‘befidesthat mod of- the Heathen Priefts 
differ’d little from CiviKMagidrates, 
'and that many of them did not conti- 
nue in their OiBce for Life;' they, were 
likewlfe in perfect fobjeftion. to the 
State : whereas the Chridian Prieds (ex* 
cept in a very few Protedant Countrys) 
overtop the Government, and arc every 
<where abfblute MadersofthetUnder- 
■ftanding of the Laity. In ourDilcour- 
•les therefore of the Antients, we are to 
S alcribe their found Notions or moral 

* Pra£lices to the Light of Reafbn, where- 
of Heathenifm was a notorious Corrup- 
tion. For- want of obferving this DiT 
- •' ' tindion, 


Digitlzec>bv Googk 



• f 

and^^eafom of "Heathenifth. 117 

tinftfbn,' thfere' are infinite Miftakes Letter 
eommicted. One ' l afhly maintains III. 
thar Hcathenirm was a better Foun: 
dation -for* 'Virtue than- Chriltianirv, 
whercas\ he o^tighc to have laid no 
more' ( at' mo(l) than that the -Law 
of Nature was often better fulHird 
bv ^Heathens than . Ghriliians. - ' Ano- 
ther thinks all thole to ' have bin Ido- 
laters ‘'who! Jiv’d • when Heatheoifni 
prevail’d, thari which -there cannot 
be a grolTer Error; Can any Man 
be ’ Ib llupid as ‘ to “count Cicero 
( for 'example )• a- Heathen, -who, in 
his"’ admirable Treatifes of' Divinati^ 
on arid of ■ the ‘NatHre of the Gods, 
has- demonftrativciy fubverted • their 
PoFytheifm, Sacrifices, pretended Re-- 
vclations, “ Prophecys, and . Miracles-; 
tHeir, Oracles, ’ 'Augury s;' Oneirocri- 
ticks, Incantations, and all Fopperys 
of the ••like' Ibrt ’?•••• Minut-ius 
FELi xi Tertuleian,' and. 0- 
cher-' Prnnitive • Apologifts • fon -Chrit 
tiahity, 'tranicrib’d their beft' Argu-; 
inents ; againft H-atheaifm out* of 
thefe -' a^d the" like Books, and very 
often in the lame' words. . A r'k'ot 
B IUS) after doing Judice to others, 

. . 'I •/ . . maintains. 
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Letter maintains, that if ' T u l l:y’s Works 
III. .were, read, the Chriflians. need not 
trouble themfelves iwith Writing ; and, 
after acknowledging that he did with 
much Ingenuity, ConHancy, Boldnefs, 
and greater Piety explode the Gods, tells 
us that many Heathens did for that rear 
Ion not. only decry thole Books^ ’and 
avoid reading theni.; but were allb for 
Ibliiciting the Senate to burniand.-abo'’ 
lifb them : whereas, to ufe the judicious 

• . • ' # 

• • • • • 

V J"' I'’" \ " • • 

?■*’ Quern quidern locum picne jamdudum homines 
pedorisvivi, raip Romanis Liceris explicavere, quam 
Grxeis, & antc.omncs TuJIius, Romani difercilTimiis 
Generis, nulhm veritus Impietatis Invidiam, ingenue, 
cbnRantcr, & Jibere, quid fuper tali Opinationc fenti- 
rct,- pictatc cum majore . monftravit. A quo fl res 
fumcre Judicii veritate conferiptas, non verborum Lu- 
culentias pergcrctiSj probata dfet^ ha:c Caufa, !Dcc fe- 
cundas (ut dicitur) adiones nobis ab Intantibus poftu- 
Jaret. Sed quid aucupia verborum, fplendorcmque fer- 
monis pen ab hoc dicam, cum feiam effe non^paucos 
l^ui averlcntur & fugiant libros de hoc cjuSj’ncc -in 
aurem vdint admitterc LeCcionc'm Opinionum fuarura 
prafumpta vincentem? Cumque alios audiim itiuffirarc 
indignanter & dicere, oportere flatui per Senacum abo- 
jeantur.ut hspc Icripta, quihus ChriHiana Rdigiq com- 
.probqfur, & vetuftatis opprimatur auftoricas ?’ Qiiinirno 
ii fiditis cxploratum vos dicere quicquam* de Diis vcflrisj 
Erroris convincice' Ciceronem temeraria & impia die- 
tiure rcfdlitotc, redarguite, comprpbate;. i»m intcr- 
"eij^re feripta, & publicacam vellc lubmergere 
nem, non eft Decs defendere,' fed veritatis Tqftidcatio- 
ncmpmct€p . Lib.^^. adveffui Oint, 

wot^s 
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words of our Author, to fupprefs jhofe Lette^ 
Books y or to prohibit the fublick reading III, 
of them-, was not to defend the Gods-, 
but to fear the Tefiimonj of Truth. I 
cou’cl name a great number of other 
Peribns remarkable for their Valor, 
piety, or Juftice, .who were much far- 
ther from being Idolaters than their 
Accufers ; -and Ihou’d no more be de* 
nominated Heathens, than thole can 
be now call Mahometans, who, tho 
living at Mecca, disbelieve the Alcoran. 

Now, fuch as will have thele to be 
Mahometans, or thole to be Heathens, * 
plainly (how their Ignorance of what 
is meant .by the Words, or that they 
perceive not the Dillioclion between the 
Law 'of Nature and all pofitive Infti- 
tutions. 

'I 

19. TO be Ihort, MADAM, the 
Religion of the Gentiles (as contrary ' 
or fuperadded to the Light of Realbn) 
is fuch as cod’d not influence Virtue or 
Morality very much in this Life, nor 
afford any certain Hopes or Security 
againll the Terror of Death. ’Tis 
true, there were many among the Hea- 
thens, who, loath ‘to believe their Re- 
iigion ib groundlels and ridiculous as 

I 4 it 
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Letter it Teem’d to appear, efpecially from the 
Defcriptions of the Poets, Wou’d have 
t/vv; their numbcrle(s Gods to be nothing eHe 
hut the ’various i^ppellations, ‘ Attri- 
butes, or Piovinccs of fbme one Being, 
’whether it were the Sun, or Bac- 
,CHUs, or any God.befides, of whom 
they had a better Opinion. Legiflators 
*did put the beft face they cou’d upon the 
matter, and, without anxious Inquiry 
into the Truth or Falfhood of'thingsi 
’they approv’d of all that contribu/ed to 
Itecp Mankind in 'order,', that excited 
’em tb‘Virt'uc by Example and Re- 
war'd^ that deter’d Vm from Vice by 
Punifhmcnis aud Dilgrace. ’ But others, 
_as the yvelbmeaning' Philofaj^hers, 'alle- 
goriz’d all their Doftrins into mere' ha- 
tural things, wherein the Deity mahi- 
- feffs his HiEcacy, Bounty, or Goodnefs ; 
‘from vvhi’ch' threefold Confidefation 
proceeded the" famous DifHnOion. 'of 
their Poetical, Political, and Philbifb- 
■phical Theology; . Yet the more" dis- 
cerning 'Perfcns laught'^at thefe ftfifts, 
well kimw’in'g that, h was lm{wflible'tb 
' make any tolerable ApblOgy for nioft of 
’their'" fables; "" C i c e r o . therefore 
"condemns the Stoicks. for pretending 
‘ that alfthe' Greek '"Theofogy" was 

■ myifierious. 
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myfterious. . Firfl Zen o,* '" fays hc; 
dfter. 'him C l E A n T H E and then 
C H R Y s I p p u s' n'ere at g,reat fains 
to no fnrpofcy to give a rcafonable Ex^ 
plication of corn 'menthiom Eahles^ and tp 
account for the Etymology of ‘ the very 
Names of every God : rvhicb proceeding 
plainly (hows that they believe^ not the 
Xttuth of thefe things in the iiteral fenfe„ 
However, to give a Specimen of their 
Allegorys/tiicy made Jap iter and 
T u'N o, to fignify tlic Air ’and Clouds ; 
Neptune and Thetis, ' the Sea 
and FIcuds ; Ceres -and Bac- 
‘CH US, the Earth, and , all its Produc^- 
tions ; M e R c u R V and M i n e r v a^ 
the ingenioiis’ Talents of the Mind, as 
Learning, Merchandize, ‘ Arts, or the 
like; Cup I D' knd V E N u s, our ear- 
neft Defires and amorous Inclinations; 
^Mars and Bellona, Diffenfions and 
VVars;'PLUto and Proserpina, 

- fi' ■ » . < ■ . I . _ 

■ . ’ i. — 1 :— : : — ^ 

' Magbam molefliam futcepic, ac minime nccefla- 
riam, primus Zeno, poft Cleanthes, dekide Chryfippus, 
• commencitiarum fabularum reddere racionem : voca- 
bulorum, curquique ica appcllati cauCis’ expli- 
• care. (^uod cum faoitis,’ iflod prcfcfto oooficeiniiii, 
^longe afiter rem ft habere ‘apj«c honriDum opinio 'fit. 

. Pff PlW. /. 3. . I tn. i-,* J'j .. I : 

. Mines, 
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Letter Mines, Treafures, and whatever- lies 
III. conceal’d under ground. So they pro* 
cceded to explain away the reft of the 
Gods; and, as Allegorys areas fruitful , 
as our Imaginations, fcarce any two 
Authors cou’d wholly agree in their 
Opinions. But fuppofing the Truth 
of the matter had bin as any or all 
of ’em wou’d have it, yet their Re- 
ligion was not a whit the better, and 
delerv’d to be abolifh’d ; fince, what- 
ever were the Speculations of a few 
among the Learned, ’tis evident that 
the Vulgar took all thefe to be very 
■ real Gods, • of whom they ftood in 
mighty fear, and to whom they paid 
Divine Adoration: not to infift on the 
Trouble and Expenfivenefs of their 
Rites, or the Cheats and Dominion of 
thePriefts. • This was clearly' perceiv’d 
by Cicero, who, enumerating the 
leveral kinds of the Heathen Gods, 
From another Reafon, ’ lays he, and in- 
deed a pbyjkal one, has proceeded a great 
multitude of Gods, which, being intro- 


-- ’ Aliaquoqueex rattoae, &quidem phyfica, n^gna ' 
.fJuxic multiiudo Dconun, qiii, indufti fpccie hunuma, 

. &bula5 Poetis fuppediuverunt, hominum autetn viuni 
fuperftitiooe omoi referferunt. Vt Nat. Deor.l. 2 , 

duc'd 
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duc*d under human Shap^y have fupplp^d Letter 
the Poets with Fahles, hut at the fame III, 
time have fiffd. the Life of Men jwith 
! forts of Superftitiom .The fame may 
be as truly laid of the -modern Saints 
and Images : - for. nptwithftanding- the; 
nice Diftin£tjons of fupreme and ab>> 

(blute, of inferior and relative ,Wpr-< 

(hip .9 all . the common People are; 
doworightigrols Idolaters ; and as .-to 
the multitude of their Oblervations, 
the Impbftures OC: Power ofir theic . 
Clergy jn-the places, where this . Vy.or* 

Chip is eftablifh’d, \the Superlfitions-joC 
the .whole. World put together wou’d, 
in refpeft of them,.- make, a very.,eafy * 
andv. tolerable Religion.; Nor ought 
we to forget that this new Idolatry 
of the Chriftians . is altogethe.r groun- 
ded, as that of-, the antient Heathens^ 
on the; excels ve Veneration of dead 
Men and Women ; but improved by ' 
degrees to fucb a...pjtch. by the Arti* 

Sees of the PrieSs, who allure others 
by this ■ example . to follow their; Di- 
re^ions, which always tend to ■ the In- 
preafe,of their own.Glory, Power, and 
]PfoSt. 
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, lir. 20. THE prefe'nt Heathens^-' whrv 
inhabit' the greaiert part of Africa,' Vaff- 
Trafts of Afia, almo(t all ArnenCayt 
and' fbnic few Corners • of • Europe,- 
agree' very much with the Anticnts- iit 
their Opinions,- which is the reafon ifhat' 

: I have -fyitherto omitted fome- things 1; 
mentiot? under this ’ Head, ‘to ^afroid 
Repetition. But they difagree’amtyn^ 
themfelves in different places,' 1 as* thef 
Antients- did. They have theif fe- 
verarChfmogonias,- dr ‘ Accoiidts of - thd 
Creation of the -World and - their 
Theogonias,' or Genealogys of the Gods,’ 
whom.fbrtie IioW to be coequal/ others 
fubordinate,' fome to be all good, others 
again to be alP bad : and many that 
there’ are two (bvereign Principles of 
Good afhd III, 'Tach'as the (!)ro ma- 
les' and Ar -1 makes of- the old . 
Chaldeans*: not . are there ‘ Wanting 
who inaintain -the Divine' Unity; 
fometimes with', ind fometimes 'with- 
' out inferior Minifters ; as there ' be 
Who affert the Eternity and Immen- 
fity of- the Uoiverfe,' and that alf'things 
. happen by an irrefiftible Decree of- Tate. 
Their Sentiments are as different a- 
bout Providence, the Duration of the 

• World, 
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.World, > and a • future State i! whether Lettgp 
.the Soul' bC' immortal, - is; conhn’d HI. 
lifter Death to any. certain Manfions, .or V'VN? 
0 :anrmigrates . put of, one Body, into 
another, this laft being the moft pre- 
vailing Opinion; They diverfify .their 
- Sacrifices with, numberiefs Rites i and 
■Ceremonys,' one N^tipn iworlhipping 
that Animal .iwhe^^of- another makes 
■an Offering toJts Ood ; and one. Man 
a*eligioufly ufing .that Geftureor Garb, 
which: . artotlw. rejc6ls. as ..lUrrbecotn- 
ing and profane.: for as Juv.enal 
■ dbfervcs of the old Egyptians,! ^ 


iC iL Swch is tbt Madf^efs of the thougbtr 

L'* , . ni »,t /i*, 

c. ^ Eath . piece ] abbots 'the lEieitfS’^ef 
; • ^others; v ^ 

• i-1 And own no Qjods but whet tbemfelves 

hi-;, t adore.K ; ! • . . ^(-.‘vn 

• * ' ' 

t : -i . • > I . 1 ,«ji i .7 

-They, perform Divine. Service on the 
Tops of Hills, in the ^open Air,^ orj in 
iT/craples , . and . Groves, Or f! Cavei- 



< •' !nde furor valgo,’ ^^uod Nuroina vkiionMn .‘i’j 1 
, Odic ucerquc locus^ cum Tolas credar ba^doa | 
' Eflc Oeos, quo$ iffc-^olic.' S^t, ly 

■V 
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■Letter They believe good and bad Dienions, 
III. and guardian Powers of Place's and 
Men. They have feveral fubordinatt 
Degrees of Priefts and PrieftefTes, Col- 
leges in many parts for their Education, 
and religious Houles for their 'Main- 
tenance. They have their iacred 
Books, Traditions, and Images ; pre- 
tended Miracles, Prophecys, Revela- 
tions, and Oracles ; Sorcerys, Augu- 
rys, Sortileges, Omens, and all forts 
of Divination. As they have their 
Merry-meetings where they eat and 
drink, fing and dance before their 
Gods ; fb they have their more me- 
dancholy Seafons; when they' not 
only mortify themfelveis with = Ifrange 
Aufteritys ‘ of :Faftingy Abftinence 
from Women, coarfe Habits, long 
' Pilgrimages, or other .laborious Pen- 
nances : but they alfo burn and 

whip, and cut and flafh ' their Bodys 
in a moft cruel manner j vainly ima- 
gining to honor or pleale* the Deity 
') by filch things as do themfelves r^l 
hurt, and no body elfe any good; 
■When the Unintelligiblenefs ' or Ab- 
furdity of any of th^eir Praftices ‘ or 
Do6frins is objeQ:ed to them, they 
prefently tell you that nothing is im- 

pofliblc 
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poffible to the higher Powers, and Letter 
that thele are Myfterys neither to be.^IIL 
fathom’d or examin’d . by the finite 
Under ffanding of Man ; as may be 
read in almojf all the Travels of all 
Nations. . . > 

* ✓ 

I • • » ' ^ * 

21. HAYING given this fum- 
mary Account, SERRNA, -of an- 
tient and modern Heathenifm, we. 
may remark that almoft every Point ! 
of thole fupecftitious and' idolatrous \ 
Religions are in thele or grolTer Gir- ‘ 
cumtiances reviv’d by many ChriL f 
tians in our Weftern Parts of the 
•Word, and by all tiie Oriental Sefl:s : 
as Sacrifices, incenle, -Lights, ‘Images, j 
Lullratibos, Feafts, Mufick^- "Altars, I 
Pilgrimages, Fallings,, religious Celi-i 
bacy . and Habits, Gonlecrations, • Divi- ' 
'nations, Sorcerys, Omens, Prefages, 
Charms, the Worlhip of dead Men/ 

'and Women, a continual Canoniza> 
tion of more,j[Mediators between God 1 
aiid Men, good and evil Demons, 
guardian Genius's, Male and Female 
tutelar Powers to- whoih. they- dedicate,' 
Temples, ' appoint Featfs and - peculiar 
Modes of Worlhip,'* not ‘ Only ■ can- . 
coning all Places among ’em,- but 

likewile 
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Letter likevvife the Cure .of Difeafes, and 
Iir. the - dilppfal of every thing which 
•' Men are glad to want, or '.enjoy, 
Thefe, things, .1 confefs, are not ob* 
lerv’d in all ^ places alike; yet. more 
or lefs in every place, and rivetted 
by Education where they are not 
ettabli(h\i by Law. But how little 
right thefe have, to the Denomination 
.of Chrihians, who defend the- very 
things which Jesus Christ went 
'about to dehroy, is evident to all 
them, who don’t con fider Chriftianity 
as a politick Faciion or a bare Soupd ; 
c but as an Inftitution defign’d to. reo- 
I tify our Morals, to’ give us juft Ideas 
\ of theiDivinity, and confequently to 
, ' \ extirpate 'all fuperftitious Opinions and 

Pradices. In plain and' proper Terms 
\ihis is. An^ichriftianifm, nothing being 
more diametrically repugnant to the 
Do£frin- of Christ;, and as . far as 
any is tin£Iur’d with it, (b far^ he 
is a Heathen, or a Jew, but no Chris- 
tian. 1 i. ■ 

... 1 i 

22. THIS Refledion is a. Tri- 
bute due. to Religion and Truth i^nor, 
in my opinion, is the gratifying of mens 
Curiofity a fufficient Recoramendatipn 

to 
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to any. Djfquifitions^, . without fpme Lettjef 
general Inftruftiori iiaiuraiiy -'conducing ^ III. 
to Wifdprn . or Virtue. And indeed t/VX 
this- widieV' Diflfer'tatioh, MAD A M, 
is a memorable Proof and -Inftance to 
what an aftOoilhing- degree -of Extra- 
vagance human Nature is- 'Capable of 
arriving ;■ and that in 'AlMimes Suj^r- ' 
ifition is the fame, hovwver-tbe Names 
of it may vary, or .that it may have 
different Objefts,' of be greats or Ids irf 
degrees, as any • Country has more or‘ 
lefs- Liberty of Conlcferice-'and free 
Speechi -But if-'-anf wonder 

how MCnfcoii’d leave the' direft and 
eafy Path ‘‘of Realbn -'to ■ 'wander 4n 
fuch inextricable- Mazes, let him' 
but confider how in very many 
and conffderable Regions the plain 
Inftitution of J e j u s C-h r i s t cou’d 
degenerate into the moff; abfurd Doc- ' 
trins, unintelligible- Jargon, ridiculous 
Pra£Hces, and inexplicable Myfterys : 

-and how almoff in every corner of the 
world Religion and Truth cou^d be 
chang’d into Superftition and Prielt- 
crafe.. In a .word, the Subjed of this 
long Letter is elegantly comprehended 
in thofe four Lines which are in' every 
body’s mouth : , 

' K Natural 
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Ilf. - :-Naturd.RiligionWi(i,e^f. ^pr^ and. 
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/i,,faies 9nUe it Of titles made 

"c, ; V- -■ •'..•v,...'. 

t>'. f/tfaf '.i;i ■ re;;:/;*, ‘-it -• 

..y'Jfhe Pdefis *te RpaJ.-pteatt- and- the 
. peofU Jlar'dy ,., ' . ' 
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« I « 


afraid^, by the- time .ypu ,come 
thus far, ypu’lb6;:as weary ; 0 f reding 
as I am now of ^writing ;r and; there^ 

fofe, ,M4'PAMr.^ f^^^ ouFi.Eafe 
I fbail add qo more ;on this q<;icafioni 
but i:hat i f^il continue all my Life 
ypur i 9 (^ .lipoet^. and obedient Ser> 
vaor. 
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,T<? (i \G^)4kmah .M Hollandy 
-fhpiPing^ S p i p s h s Syf- 
"^r,. tem\of, Fhildfopby to be 
' without any Principle or 
. . Foundation. 


j 1 ^ .j 


.... * . 


I. OU guefs very right, SIR, 

Y . when you. fancy that in fo 
; cliarmiog as Retirement, I'' 
injoy-tlie moft perfect iHappinefs this 
.Earth can pollibly aSovdy/: Health of 
Body andTrsn^ttillity of 'Mind. Beiides 
the Purity- of the Air, this Country 
abounds in all manner of Game ; and 
my Neighbors Teem wholly unacquaint* 
'ed with -any other Fraud or Violence, 
than what- they ufe agaihft wild Beafts, 

. , K ? Fowl, 
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•Letter Fowl, and FiQi. You cannot read in 
IV. their Looks (as in thole of your tattling 
and bufy Citizens) the good or bad 
*Succefs or Fleet?' ^d“'Armys" : tbey 
know as little of foreign Affairs, as of 
what paffes in the ?lanei;ary- Worlds ; 
and if fometimes they inforinx them-, 
felves about the State of things at 
Court, ’tis not to learn who is in fa- 
tvor or difgrace, who is to be next in 
or' out of the;Miniftry ; but^joiknow 
how the pubiick Good of the Nation 
"is manag’d, how its Security,- Wealth, 

• and Power are prelerv’d. Whoever is 
able and adive to promote tHefe ends, 
him they efteem their beft Friend ; 

, nor can the Name or Pretence of 

any Party make them become his 
Enemys. 

2. BUT, Sir, I cannot eafily for- 
' give your fearing that any thing 
which comes from you Ihou’didifturb 
' my Repofe, among fuch innocent People, 
every Letter you write being .as agree- 
able and .inffru 6 ;ive as their . .Converr 
lation is plain and (incere. i .Your mag- 
nificent Expreflions.in praife of Spi- 
->josA I cannot blame, no more than 
the exceffive Encomiums which Lu- 
cre t i us 
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c R E T f u s - took- al!^ ^ opportunitys to ' Letter^ 
heap on Ep i c u r'u s for fd long’ as IV. 
in your Opinion he pafTes' for fo extra- 
ordinary a P^rfon, fb much above'the-^ 
common rate of Mankind, and fb- 
happy- above ’all Philofbphers -in his* 
Difcoverys, you cannot in juftice fpeak* 
left than you. have done, and, vvere^ 
you a Poet, you wou’d raife your Strains ’ 
yet higher. ' 

j.'FOR my part, I fhall always’ 
be far from faying that S pi nos a' 
did nothing well, becaule in many 
things he iiicceeded fb ill. On the 
contrary, he has had feveral lucky 
Thoughts, and appears to have bin a. 

Man of admirable -natural Endow-' 
ments, tho his fhare of Learning (ex- 
cept in fbmc parts of the Mathema-- 
ricks, and in the underftanding of the 
Rabbins) leems to have bin very mo- 
derate. I grant you likewile that he 
was truly fbber, obfervant of the Laws' 
of his- Country, and not poffert: with 
the fordid Paflion of heaping up Riches-t> 
for there’s"- nothing more undeniable 
from antient Hiftory and prefent F.x-' 
perience, than that as the ProfelTors 
of Truth are not always the greateft 
K ^ Saints,'' 
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Letteri Saints, fo Men of erroneous Prioeiples> 
IV.. have often jed excellent Lives; and yoa^ 
know that.Monfieur 'Baile, in his; 
'varioui Thoughts upon Comets^ has mani* 
fcftly prov’d that even Aiheifm ^ does . 
not neceflarily lead a Man to be= wicked,' 
tho he acknowledges, withal • that the.. 
Confiderations of Safety, Reputation,- 
and Interelf, are " not .fuch • effetf ual ; 
Relfraints agsinlf Immorality, as the- 
Doffrins of Religion. I further agree 
with you that; S p i n o s a’s ■ Adverfa- 
rys have, gain’d nothing on his Dil-' 
ciples by the contumelious and vilifying) 
Epithets thcy,beftowon his.Perfon for^ 
the fake of, his 0|?iflionsi! wl^ich fhanie- 
ful little Aftifices are only fit ifor the 
Patrons of j Error, beiog< contraryp to, 
Religion as well as to common Civility,- 
and may. wellj enrage a -rupeillitious 
Mob, but can never impofc on Men of- 
Senle, who. judg of* things as they are 
in 'themfelves, and -not as; reprelented . 
to them I by. paflionate and ; unjuli i An-, 
tagonilfs. :i'-T i.-. - ♦ • r-.-. • , 

.'4. DO.N’T .imagineii Sir, .-.that -Is 
expreis this Moderation: either out of 
Complailance to the Ref^eO: you, bear 
to the Memory of Sp i m o s.a,. or that 

^ I 
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I am now more ccnvinc’d of his Gpi* Letter 
ftions than you formerly us’d to. find IVi 
me : for after this manner it is that 
I think all Men in the^ World ought 
to be treated in matters^ of mere Specu^ 
lation, leaving' their immoral Adions 
(if they be guilty of any) to the Garc 
of the Law, ■ and the-Animadverfiori of 
the Magistrate. But 1 ' am (b far from 
being a Profclite to thofe Points whereof 
you and I have dilcours’d at your Houfe, 
that l am perfuaded the whole Syftem ^ 
of • S p I N d s A‘ is not only falfe, but \ 
alfo precarious and without any (brt of 
Foundation.^ Ido not mean that there ^ 
are no incidental Truths in his Book, 
no more than that there are no mldakes 
carelefly crept into thole that are betfer t 
but I maintain that no Tuch ' thing fol^ 
lows from his Syftem, which if it be gra* 
tuitous and without any Principles, car> 
not ferve to explain any pall or future 
Difiicultys, nor to give better Reafohs 
for what We commonly receive.' 

* : 5. LET' Mm‘ haver bin never lb 
hooelfa Man,' yet I fuppoft you’l riot 
exempt him from many human Frailty s 
to which * the bell are fubjefl : and I 
am inclin’d to fufpefl that his chiefeft 
K 4 Weaknefs 
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Letter Weaknels W9s ' ao immoderate 'Pa^il 
ly* fo become the Head of a to have 
Difciples ai^d a peW; Syftem of^ Philo- 
fophy hopor’d^.witb bis- Name,: the 
Example beipg ffrefli. , and,; inviiiqg 
|rprn the good .Fortune of-, bis Mafter 
C A^.T E.Si us. . i. do not jmake. this 
Conclufiop Jrpm.bis . frequent. ’- ufej of 

fuch Expreffionsj as «B)r PhUpfapby^ -Or 
our Syflem, and the like ; nor • wou’d I 
have every maa accus’d of -this: AffeGa- 
Uqn whq^ makes fume, p^rtic^lar . DfG 
<^verys, * or!;, who even / eliaages ’the 
^hole Face of Philofophy, -and intror 
duces a Method -abfoluielyj. new; for 
iiicli Perfbns may .without alliquoftiog 
be- aded. by nq other, Mqtives befides 
the Love of Truth and - thi l^nefic 
of the Society,^ nor.. will, ‘tl^y... re jeft 
any thing but'-what they, really 'cpn- 
i[|eive tb be hqrtful, erroneous, .pr.^ unr 
profitable. S o c, rate s,. ^ notwith- 
ftaoding^the. mighty Reformation be 
made in Philolpphy, was ^pever • fuf- 
pcfted to aim at being the Head of 
^ new, §e(): j^-and. CiCERp very 
truly obferyes, that his Difciples..mul- 
tiply’d theif/iCor^efts,. ‘divid^ -into 
Partys, and ;Jpoii’d his *Do(Slrin .when 
r.;. tifi 2:.L1 i : • i o; ■ , they 
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they form’d it into a' Syftem, by^hich Letter 
they pretended, no doubt,, to explain IV; 
a .thoufand. things whereof So ck. a- 
TEs never thought, and to which we 
find they reduc’d even thofe airy Spe- 
culations which he. diicarded' as ,ule- 
Icls .to ; Life, expenfive of Time,, of no 
concern to- the - World, and' never ‘ to 
be. comprehended. 

r * 

' • 6.;BUT "when a Man -builds- a 
whole ' Syftem; of ■ Philofbpby .^either 
without any firft Principles, or on a 
precarious Foundation : and afterwards 
when , he’s- told:of thjs Fault, and put 
in mind of r the > . Difficultys ' that at- 
tend) it, 'yetneitherfuppliesthatDe- 
feO:,-. nor accounts for thofe 'Difficultys 
by any thing '■he has 'already, efta* 
blilh’d, nor' .yet acknowledges his Mil^ 
take ; .we may • reafonably fufpeft that 
he’s- too much in . love with his new 
-World • (for ifuch- is a .Syfterh of Philo- 

* A • • 


’ * ‘ • Illam autem Socraticam Dubitationem de omnibus - 
jrebu^, & nulia adhibica affirmatione confuetudinem 
4i(Terendi, reliquerunc. . Ita fafta eft dilferendi (quod 
mini me Socrates probabat) ars quasdara, Philofophia: 

rerum ordo, & deferipcio difcipiina?. Academic, 

- - 

fophy) 
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Letter fophy) ever to admit of a better Cre- 
IV. ator: whereas a Perfbo that propofes 
no other view but. the: manifefting 
and propagating of Truth, and that 
cannot reft fatisfy’d with Fancys of 
ConjeQures, wou’d in fuch Circum- 
fiances be jiothing aftiam’d to confeS 
and amendihis Error. • j.: .> 

7. NOW let’s examine whether 
S p.i NCSA ^ be guilty of the Charge 
I have ;drawn up t.againft him. I 
Ihall fairly ■ alledg ' ihy Proofe^ 'and 
leave your fclf to be Judg, tho. you 
feem fo .highly prepofleft * in his fa- 
vor.- I’ need not prove tohisgreateft 
Admirer that he acknowledges but* one 
Subfta’oce in the Univerfe; or that, the 
Matter of all the things in the Uni- 
verle . is but one eontinu’d Being, 
every where of the fame nature, how* 
ever differently modify’d,' and endu’d 
with, unchangeable, .effential, and iol^ 
parable Attribute's. Of thefe Attri- 
ontes ■( which he fuppofes eternal as 
well the Subftance to which itbey 
belong.); he reckons Extenfion cand 
Cogii^on-tb be the moft principal^ 
tho' he fuppofes innumerable r others 
v/hich he has not bin at the pains^-to 
f rJl • name. 


o/ S.p I,K O S A, 

^ame. He has no where fo much as Letter 
ii^juated > that . Motion was one of IV; 
them ; or; if : he had, we fliou’d not :^>'VV 
have ■ believ’d . it on . his word, nor 
without more convincing Arguments, 
than he. has given that every Portion, 
and , Particle, of Matter always thinks 
for; this is .contrary., to Reafon and ; 
Experience, both which demonftrate; 
the Extenfion. of Matter. Whatever; 
be. the Principle of. .Thinking in:Ani-; 
raals, .yet it .cannot be perform’d, but > 
by.chej means of the Brain. We.,Meh., 
arei COflfcioua of .no Thoughts,, while, 
the.rFunftions- of. the Brain , are fuC- 
pended .;. we. find our fidves to think 
there, and there; only. ; and.we.oblerve 
Tio fignsof Thought.'iii any things that ' 
wants Brain, .w&reas; every .Creature' 
that has one, 'i feems ■ to flio w. fome : 
degree- of ■ Thinking by its' AQions. • 

As fon hisi Subtiltys to prove .under- 
pretence of itReafon; what is thus . re- -• 
jefted’ by! Experience, .I may* fend ..you. 
my. Thoughts about them another time : . 
for.iit. is not my ■prefent.Defign; toicon- • 
fute:all !hts Errors; one/ by . one, but to . 
fbow that his whole Sy fiem is akogether 
ground lefs, ; which It. one firoke; de* 
ftroys. whatever is buHt upon :it, i ; 

A ' 8. WE 
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IV. 8. WE agree Oil every fide that th^* 
perpetual Changes in Matter are the' 

I Effects of Motion, which produces' an • 

\ Infinity of different Figures, Mixtures,' 

' and fenfible Qualitys; But we muft - 
diflinguifh between local • Motion- and 
* the moving Force ' or Aftion' : ’ for ! 

\ local Motion 'is only a Change of:Situ-^ 
ation,' or the fucceffive? Application of< 
the fime Body to the refpeflrive Parts ' ‘ 
of fevefa^ other Bodys ; fo that this i 
Motion- is' nothing different from the ’ 
Body it felf,’ nor any real'Being in Na» , 
ture, but a -mere Mode or Confidera- 
tion of its Situation^ and. the Eflfefl: of, 
fbmeForce-'or Aftion without or within '• 
the’ Body.' ‘Tho the ordinary Rules’ off 
Motion:, 'are but Gblervatidns - learnt' 
from' the< Experience -of , what com- J 
monly .paffes in local Mbfion, or ' pro- • 
bable-Ca^lculations deduc’d from' fuch* 
ObfervatioDs ; yet the Adion or moving 
Force ’is likewife ■ often call’d by the. 
name- of Motion^ and 'thus the EffeOr • 
is iconfounded- with; the Caufe, : which • 
has occafion’d a world; 'of Per plexitys, • . 
and! Abfurditys. But ' all thofe who^' 
have treated of the Diverfitys -that hap-: 
pen in Matter, mufi: ’have meant this^ 

V] v; yj ■ * ^ . Adion 
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A£Hon as. their Caufe, or labor’d to Letter 
no ‘ purpofe for this being once ex- IV. 
nlain’d, we can.eaGIy account for local 
Motion as its Effed;, and not otherwife. 

-The Mathematicians generally take the 
moving Force forigranted, and treat of 
local Motion as they Gnd it, without 
giving themfelves much trouble about 
its. Original: but the Pradice of. the 
Philolbphers'zis otherwife, or. rather 
ought to be fo* . L 


9. WHOEVER then goes about 
to explain by their firfe..Caufes the 
Origin of the World, • its prefent .Me-I 
chanilin, or the . Afifedions of; Matter,; 
muif begin with the Grft Caufe of Mo-; 
tion : for no manner of Variety is inclu- 
.ded in the bare Idea of ExtenGoo, nor | 
any Caufe of Alteration ; and feeing it ) 
.is Adion alone that can poffibly produce, 
any Change in ExtenGon, this Adion 
-or Principle of Motion muG; be .well 
clear’d and eGablifh’d, or . the Sylfem 
muft quickly, be* found defedive. If 
,it be only takemfor granted, theSyG* 
,tem will be but a HypotheGs; but if 
•prov’d and explain’d, then we may 
•exped to Gnd ibme greater Certitude 
than hitherto in natural Philofophy. 

It 
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-Letter It is^ not enough then to build on local 
IV. Motion, which, as we (aid before, is 
but ■' an ; Efleft of thisAdion, as well as 
all the othcrr'Varietys* in- Nature: ifo 
is Refti .which is now ‘ generally ci'ac- 
knowledg’d to be no '.Privation nor a 
State 4 of abiblute ■; lna£iivity, .as: much 
Force beingi necelFary'’ tb'^- kdep Bbdys 
at^ reft -as toi move i; them -; Where* 
fore, local Motion and '.Reff 'are only 
I relative Terms, perilhable Modes,'. $nd 

no pofitive or real Beings. 

. lo. ’T I S. hard to'dwermine. what 
were .'die true Opinions of the - moft 
antient Sages. of Greece ; but the gene- ' 
rality -of . Philofbphers every where 
(ince. Ana.xagoras have laid down 
as atPrinciple, that'Matter being of it 
felf inaftive, a dull and heavy Lump, 
the Divinityi (which was acknowledg’d 
diftindi.from this Matter) communi- 
cated. Motion to it, thO' after a man* 
ner> exceeding human Comprehenfion. 
Hence they, proceed to (how-wbaC .JDi- 
viEons this Motion ' made - in Matter, 
what Particles of different Bulk 'and 
Figure thence were form’d^ and how 
the Univerfe (I will not fay hoW well) 
and all the Parcs thereof came into their 

prefent 


DiQjtizod by Googl 


N 



r 


o/S.prNOSA. 14^ 

prelOTt State. ■ rS p i n o s a, on the oon- Letter 
tr^ry, r acknowledges , no Being feparate . IV. 
or. different from the Subftance of the 
Univorfc, no . Being to give it Motion, 
to continue or to preferveit, if it has 
i]pne of its own. , He builds on aJhthe 
common Notions about local • Motion, 
without ever fiiowiog any Caule of it ; 
being not willing to. allow the ImpuHe 
of a- prefiding Deity, and unable . (as 
you’ll prefently perceive) to* produce a 
better, or as good a Reafon. Yet he 
was of opinion that Matter was natu- 
ra^y ina£f ive : for in the fecond part of 
his:Ethicks or Syftem, Propofition the 
thirteenth, Axiom the (irR, he lays in 
e^prels terms, •' AH Bodys dre either in 
motion or at refi. And to let you fee 
that he did not mean refpe6five ReB, 
or the Refiftance of other Bodys, in the 
.DemonBration of the fecond Lemma 
he further affirms, that * all Bodys may 
fomttintes be abfolutely mov^d, and fame- 
times be Affolutely at rejl. There *can be 
notbing more pofitive : yet if any or all 
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Omnia Corpora movefltur vel quiefcunt. ^ , . 

• Omnia Corpora-— abfolute jam movcrl, jam 
qurcfcere'pofluhc. ' 
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Letter the Parcels of Matter niay be in abfo'* 
IV. . lute Reft, they muft ever perfift in 
v'Vv; State without Tome external Caufe 
to put ’em in motion, and this Caufe 
he has no- where aflign’d ; befides that 
all Matter may be inadtive, if any part 
of it can ever be fp. • < • 

• A 

It: SPIN OS A" has no where in 
hisSyftern attempted- to define Motion 
or- Reft, which is unpardonable in a 
Philofopher, whether dona with or 
without defign r and yet according to 
himfelf in his Ethicks, ‘ Motion an^_ 
Reft 4fe the Caufes of dll' the Di'verfttjs 
»mong Bodys, thence ’ proceeds the dif- 
tinldton of pdrticuldr Bodys, and ^ an In- 
finity of things proceed from'Motion and 
Reft. In prolecuting this SubjeQ: I 
fhall alledg nothing out of his other 


’ Corpora -ratione moms & quiciis, cderitatis 
tarditatis, &non ratione lubnamia'ab inviccin diftin- 
giiunnir. Lem. i. ante Prop. i/[. Part. 2. , , 

* Corpora res fingulares funt, quae ratione moms & 
quietis ab invieem diflinguuntur. Demonfirat. Lem. 3. 

ante-P¥*y.*^.ii»d.-- - 

’ Non tatnen proptcrea Dcus magls did poteft tk 
liberute volunutis agerc, quam propter ea quse ex 
motu & qufetc fcquuntvir (infinita cnim ex his edam 
fcquuntur) did poteft ex libcrtate motus & qui«K 
agcrc. Coral, 2. Prop. 5. P.trt. j. • 1 

Books: 
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8i[Joks: ’becau/c that ia his TraBatus Theo~. Letter 
lo^fB^-Pi>liticus-hz has had ho occafion tV. 

treat \0^' thefe mattery ;.and that in 
^.Ue.^fphis he declares himfelf 

PQt anfwerable for any. .thing in his 
f)emmfirAt4on of Q ak j e s , j . u s’s Prm- 
dfUs-i'. and this he oblig’d ' M e y e fJ 
Publifber, to tell the world, in thq 
^'e,f%ce^of^ the Book, w.hy:h.. be has ac- 
cprdingly dcme for. lie ^ohipos’di that 
Wibrlf ap^thVrequeft of one pF his Dilci* 

^66, ^and ^uilt his Denaondratibris. oil 
|C A R T E s I u sfs Defin ii|ionS|, i Poft ujates^ 

^d Axioms; whjch are Uippos’d but not 
^Ikv’djp true. ..Sip thatthe Ethickf 
l^to ivhich.’j^itje ihe.ha^ reduc’d all. his 
Philofbphy) is his real byftem, wherein 
and inhis‘Le//<rr-? genuine Sentiments 

• of Philolbphy are only to be found. Afteb 
^dealing.lhus .fairly with himq(which is * 
iiw mpre than Juftice requires) thert’^ 
Jnp.necd of .llipwing by Inferences that 
.he;,did' not hold Modon to be an eternal 
Attribute of Matter ; which if he had 
tlonr, we cou’d not hav6-believ’d..it 
^without .good, proof I, fay, we are 

• fpar’d th^ pains, fio'ce he exprefly . 
•'afrertsf ;the, ' contrary,'^ and he was 
i/prilyv beft ^bV' to acquaint; us with 

his own Opinion. ' In his fir ill Letter 

L to 
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Letter to'^ Oldenburg, ‘ whereby he 
, .IV. communicates to him feme part oi dis 
Ethicks, thus he writes. ' Toit muft 
take heed that hj Attribute 1 underft and 
every thing that is conceiv d by it felf and 
in it 'febfy in .futh a fnanntr as that tht 
Conception of jt does not involve or 
pofe the Conception 

its Extenjidn, for example, 'is, conceiv dp 
I it felf and in itjclf^ but Motion not fo ; 

I for it is conceived to be in another things 
and the Conception of it involves Ex^ 
'ten/ion. is extremely plain ' and 

peremptory j nor, (hall we 'examine at 
‘ prefent how true or falfe it.may be ot 
JL xtenfion,- which is but an- abltr’aaed 
Idea, and no more conceivable witho« 
aSubjeft than Motion hV; ; ‘ ^ 

1 2! S P I N O S A then, who value’s 
bimfclf in his, Ethicks ' on deducing 
things from th^r firft 'Caufcs Cwhich 
;thc ScliOOlmen term a priori) S p i n'o- 


» • • 

. • Ubi nocindum me per attfibutum nKelligerc oinne 
id quod conc'picL:r per fe 8c in'fc,' adfi) nc ipfius Con- 
ceptus non involvat Conceptuni alterius rci : ut, rt. gr. 
-Extcnfio per fe Sc .in fe concipitur,. at Motus non item ; 
oani concipitur in alio, fc ipfius Conceptus involvit Ex* 
” tcnfioncm. “ • • 'j'-’ ' ' - 
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SA, .1 fay, having given no account letter 
how Matter came tobe mov!d or Mo- IV.' 
rion comes:it<o be continu’d, not allow-; V'*Y^ ^ 
ing God as firft Mover, neither prov- 
ing nor. fuppoGng Motion to be an 
Attribute ( the contrary) nor in- 
deed .explaining what Motion is, he 
cou’d notipoUibly flip w how the Di^ 
vcrHty: of tparticular Bodys^ js , recon* 
pliable to;he Unity of Snb^ance,, or to 
the Samenefs of MA.tter in the whole 
Uaivjfirfe : .wherefore I may fafely con- 
clude jchat his'SyGem is intirely pre* 
cariwS'.aOd without any. fort of ground, 
indigelfcd and uapbitofbphical. But 
left yoiir, Affe£Uon:(hou’d. biafs you to 
think- that. fuch a great Man cou’d not 
ftumble fo at the.Threfliold, and that 
he .has .Tome where fupply’d this cnor- 
fUOus-.Defed tho it might efcape my 
.Oblcrvation, I hope you’Jl believe his 
own Words to a Perlbn who wou’d not 
implicitly fwear to his Philolbphy, but ' . 
whofe Difference of Opinions did pro- ' 

babiy make as little Difference in their 
Affeftionsas iq yours and mine, ’fis 
a very remarkable thing by what De- 
lays, Shifts, and Excufes he wou’d 
avoid folvin^the Obje6fions that w'ere 
made to him on this. Head, which 
La- keeps 
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keeps me ftill iri the Belief that he Cou’d 
IVjl not bear to paft'with hisSyftemi-nor to' 
lofc the hopes’ of ‘heading 'af new Se6l. • ^ 

• *• ‘.'I* * . A. >•' ^ ‘ 1 

< B U T ‘be this how it i will ; (for 
we bught”to“be referv’d iii divining 
the I'hoiights*’ dr‘'the Dead) ■ the Author 
of the fixty tliiM ^piftle'in'jbis'Po/^Ao- 
iw^ prelles’ liim by^^a very-fen- 
lible'^ ahd‘^>-iti6deft' <Requeft',oi which, 
without 'a jgood ‘ Abfwer,« • ovcrthrowsi 
■as we have \pixjs^d,T the'' whole- Fabric 

X)fqhis Philofophy»'‘l ‘ 7/’ yoa hiLv$Uu- 
yttrfj^^'lays his ‘Friend, arii that vppor^ 
itinity peYmh'sipV beg '»/ you the 

H'rue Defimticn of Motion^ o4 xveS. as she 
'Explication of th'dt'Defnitiotet and sfter 
what manner' f 'Jtnce- Extehfiofr^ its con^ 
[id'er^d' ifr k' 'fetff-'is^ indivifibU,, immu^ 
T 4 ^//, .&c.-) -wc can^ fbm a- priori- >ow 
y«’f/y 'and' fo^ many Variety s cou^d ^ begin\ 
^and ^by -cbafrqiienie-tf/e^ExiJh^^ of fi^ 
gitres in the P articles of any' Body, whieh 
*■ - '.O i . Li]' yet 

*7 , i* i I. I . 3 W'iiii f' 3}- /iTil Vl* ^ 


•r'J 5f dV'& occjlio finlt» -a tcifubmitTc peto 

Lrcranv. Mows dctijutione^ m & cjus -,c^:p^ationcm ; 
^quc qua racione ( cum Lxcenfio, ' quatetius, per fc 
'ionupitUr, indivifibilts, inftAutabilis, Sdc. fit) a* priori 
iikaui-^c poflimas. coi-caaique .muiMsflrirt poffc|vari€- 
jnrf< \a per confeQuent txilkmum figur* in parti- 
‘ ‘ ^ ailis 
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yef in tvtfj Body are various aHd~diffcrent?Ltit&x Si 
from the Figures of the Parts, rphich 'cors' ,\ IV/ ! 
(litute the FdTm of another Body> We 11^ • 

whatfays’SprNOSA? or does he di- j 
reft him to any place - where* this is al-M 
ready done to his hand ? “Far from- it ; i 
for in the' following EpiftI? he replies, \ 
in thefe words ^ /br /Af rf/?,' rW.i 
is to fay, 'concerning Motion f and fuch 
things as relate to Method, becaufe they\ 
are not yet^ mitten in Order, I keeg ^em \ 
tid < another ■ opportunity.' His- Friend, i 
who wou’d not' be put oft fo (lightly,; 
and whole -Thirft after Knowiedg madc< 
him wait with Impatience, 'brings hint 
again in mind of this Difficulty in chc' 
fixty ninth Epiftle: *L cannot without'^ 
great difficulty conceive, lays he, how a 
priori proved the Exigence of Bb‘> 

dys which have Motions and Figures ; 

' • . f 


cu]isalicu)us Corporis, qu* tameti in quovi4 Corpore 
vaiiz & dvcrfz funt a Hguris partium quz alcerius 
Corporis fbrmam condicunnt. . ' ' 

- ' Cantfum, de reliquis, nimirum de Mocu, quzqne: 
ad methodum TpcAanc, quia nonducn ordine conicripta' 
funt, in aliam occafionem relcrvo. • ^ ' - • 

i * DifTiculteradmodam concipOie^queo, qui a priori 
Corporum exiftcntia demoniirccurquz Motus & Figuras 
habencj cumin cxteaAonc, remabfi>luceconridcrando, 
nil tale txxmrat. ^ ' 

if' )• L j Jince 
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-Letter (i/tu in Exte»Jha^: totffideriifg‘tit:hy. it. • 
IV; felf^t nothing like theft occurs. ,To this 
Sm NO s A anfwers -withoBt any Ex- 
, plication in ‘ the. following; Letter: \lt- 
u not only : dif^'ult, us you fty'^ -.hut ulto- . 
gither. impoffibie to demonftrate the Ex - . 
ifienee of. f articular Body s' from Ex-\ 
tenjion, as .CA'kTBSiixs' conceives it^, 
tkat is to^fy^ . dn.ini^ive Bulk : . for:. 
Matter that, U dt. )re/l will. as\ much as ; 
in it lies.continue' in itsrelli. nor tan it, 
he excited to Motion. hut\ by a-. more-, 
powerful external .Caufe and for tbit, 
rtafon ■/ .did not, befit ate,, formerly to 
affirm that C A r x E s i u s’s . Principles- 
of. naturalthings were ufelefst '.l will not. 
fty abfurd. ■ The" other> , iwho:> knew 
well enough that SpiNOSAVdid not» 
admit of any, external Cauft,, thorhis; 
Syftem (which was fin ifh’d (.before )! 
had not then appear’d, prays him with 


• ExExcenfione, ut earn Cartefius^.coticipit, molm 
f. ilicet quicfccntcm, cbrporum Exiilentumdi^oBftratc- 
non tamum, difficile, ut:;ais,^fcd .omnino. impollibile 
eft: Materia enim quiefeens, quancum in fe eft, in. 
fua quietc perfeverabit,- necnad^motumiCOiiciubitur. 
' nifi a Caufa j^catiori ' externa > .&:hac: de Caufa 
non dubiuvi olim t^.affirmare - ^rui|^ ; naturaiium 
ftindpu .Carrefi^a inutilia cfc* nctrdicam ib- 
' ftjrda. 


1.1 


more 
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more '‘ewneftnefs than ever, to -fpeak Letter- 
his Thoughts without^ all difguizc^^ifpr ‘IV, ‘ 
here he{helters,himl^lf .uuder common 
ExprelTiorisT ' ' 7 rvi[by fays' his Friend 
in the one 'and feventieth Letter, th^K 
jou_ vpou^d he ^ pleased to gratify mt in 
this pArticulaXy by idling^ me how the 
VAfiety of things cdn\be fbown to procVei^ 
from the Conception of' Extenjion ^ac- 
cording to yottr Notions^ fince you men- 
tion'd ,C A R T E s I u s’s Opinion f in 
which he affirms to be able no bthedway to 
deduce this from Extenfton, but by fup- 
po(ing it to have bin produc'd therein 
from a Motion impre(l by God. C AR- 
TE s i u s therefore in ‘my Judgment der 
duces ' the Exifience of particular Bodys 
not from quiefeent Matter ^ except the . 
Suppojition of God as Mover goes for 
nothing with you., fnce you have not 

» t. • • 


• Velim ut in hac re mihi gratificeris, indicando, 
qui ex concepcu Excenfionis fecunduin tuas Mcdi- 
ationes varietas rerum a priori poflic oftendi, quando- 
quidem metniniAi Opinionis Cartefiana?, in qua Qr- 
tcfius ftatuic fc cam ex Excenfione nulio alio m'oeto 
deducerc pofle, quam fupponendo mom a Deo exci- 
tato hoc effeAum fuiife in Extenhone. Deducit ergo 
juKQ meam Opinioncm corporum Exiftenciam non cx 
quiclbeate materia, nifi force fuppofitionem mocoris 
Dei pro nihilo habere*, qwandoqaidem, qui illud ex 

L 4 » clTentia 
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Letter' yoar felf demohfirated how it, /hotted. he-l 
< ceffafilj fonow from the Effe/ice of God, 
a priori ; .. which^ C a r. t e s i ti s going. 
4 ho'»t to (bow, he‘heliev*d , it to exceed aH 
hurnin Comprehe»Ji(\n, ^ .Wherefore I in- 
treAt this thing of you, well knowing joti- 

bive other Thoughts, unlef s' perhaps there 

he ' (ome cuipable' pccajion that f has hit 
iherio kept' you from making this 'Matter' 
plain. This Perfon has done Juflice to' 
Cart e s i'u s for tho his, Sy ftetri is 
at be ft but an ingenious ' Phrlofbphicat 
Romance, yet lie was never fd carelcfs 
of 'in accurate as 'to think of deducing 
the .Variety and pifference of particular 
Bodys from mcre Extenfloni:ahd there- 
fore ruppos’d"God, at the beginning to 
have given a'fhake to the lazy Lurnp, 
from which his Matters of' the fifft, 
fecond, and thifd'ElementS fucceffively 
exifted,and from thefe, after his manner, 
tlie Difpofition of the whole Univerfe! 
But Sp I N Q s A neither fuppofipg the 


> 


■» i«f<" ' I ’ l 
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• cffcntia Dei a priori necetfario fequi:de]beaty> abs ’te 
^non fit oftcnfiun, ;id, qwod Cartefius qftenfurus, . Cap- 
turn humanum fuponre credcbac. Qiareja.te haac rem 
requiro, feiens bene i(Cj aiks Cogitation© nifi 

^alia fonrica fubfit ■ aufa,.; quare; :iliu4 
vpaanifeftmn ttolijeris, &c^ : , , ’...i 

* ' fame 
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fame Principle, .nor cftablifliing any Letter’, 
other to explain ' the Varietys.of par- IV. 
ticular Bodys in the Identity of Sub- 
ftance,' you’ll own, I doubf riot,' that 
without any Artifice, Paffion,"^ or' In- ^ 
tereft,'^ I have clearly prov’d what ' I 
undertook to you, ‘that his Philolbphy 
is built on' no certain or probable Foun- 
dation,' but on gratuitous Suppofitions, 
from which he deduces what he and 
* his Followers call Demonfirations.. ‘He 
was accuftom’d to this way^ of pre- 
tending to demonftrate things- in a 
Geometrical Method, tho he kncw-’enii 
tq be falle, fince'^^hus he had before 
demonfirated Cartesius’s Princi- 
ples. But that very Work is a memo- 
rable Example how eafily People may 
be deceiv’d by this Method (tho in it 
felf ablblutely certain) if they are not 
us’d to make long Dedu£lions without 
miffing one Link in the Chain, if they 
take any thing for felf evident which 
needs it felf to be prov’d, or any thing 
for prov’d from the Authority of others 
. or their own PrepofTeffions. But to 
return to his Friend, all the Anfwer 
he receiv’d, to his laft Intreaty was 
1 in. general words j for in the two and 
feventieth Epiftle, S p i n o s a after re- 
" ■ jeQing 
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LsttisrijeSinS Caktbsi us’s . Pefinitioa x»f 
IV. r ' Matter, thus befpeaks him : ' Wh4t you 
de(ir< whether .the V vriety cf 

things S4M he demott(irated a priori from 
the mere CefteeptieH. oft Extenfioa^ I 
think I he^ne elready- Jbown this to he- 
'imyoffthle, end thet eonfequently Matter 
was m defin'd hy Cartesius from 
Extenfionj wberess it ought to he necef 
farily explain'd hy fame Attribute, which 
exprejfes an eternal and iafnite Ejfence. 
Butt if I live, perhaps I may fome 
other time deal more plainly with you 
I about, the fe matters: for I have not bin 
able hitherto to difpofe any thing in order 
\ahont - Wen do - not find that he 

/ever did fo about Motion, which 
'' makes it the more inexculable, be- 
caufe, althohis EthicksyrGVQ compleacr 
ed at. this?time, yet he might change, 
I add,' or take away what he wou’d, 


, "i 


;.i . ' . I , —- r — ^ .. ■ , . . 

* Quod petis, an nc folo Extenfionis conceptu rcrum 
varieus a priori pofftt dcmonllrari, credo me jam fiuis 
clarc oftcndiffe id impoffibile effe, ideoque matcriam 
'a Cortefio male definiri per Eytenfiqncm<; fed cam 
nec^ario debcrc explicari per Attribumm, qupd atcr- 
tam & jnfinitam EfTeotiam exprimat. Sed 4c his , forCm 
.aliquando, fi vita fuppetit, clarius tecum agam.;, 
■iiam Ihuc uique nihil ^ bis ordinc dilponerc mitu 
Uoiit,' -. ; r * ' I , _ -1 

,n I 
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fiacelthe Book was not publilh’^ till ^ Icttei; 
after rkis Death. Neither cou’d^ Mo* IVj 
tion be the Attribute he meahs here, 
having direflJy- declar’d the contrary 
before, and nothing appearing. to favor^ 
this’ Notion in all bis Works. v . \ * 

. • . ■ 

. 14. I NEED not require a better *• 
proof that - Men of i the greateft Can-’ 
dor; and Judgment may be' in many- 
things feduc’d by Prejudice, fince you 
never perceiv’d this Flaw, my Friend ; 
and that you ever cxtoll’d Spinosa, 
for demonftrating all thidg^>i'/>r/flr/. • 

On: the contrary, in your Letter to me 
of the 'Tenth Inftant, you much infift 
on the- Difficultys which accompany 
the. common .Syftems of Motion,- tak- 
ing it) I fuppofe, . for', granted Ithac 
your: Hero had .mended the matter, 
which* you lee he never did. ,To take 
my leave of him therefore, and to 
apply my Difeourfe to your ftlf, it is 
notorious that moft of thofe Difficul*' 
tys you mention, proceed from:Pooples 
confounding, the Caule - widi Itbe -Ef- ^ 
fe£l,‘ or the .moving Porce with local 
Motion : and '.when they think they 
have given its Hnie Dehnioon, they 
have really &iid nothing but tbatiMch 
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Letter tion is Motion, only diverfifying their ?! 
iVi Termsia little ; for when a Bowl runs.; 
on the Green, and the. Definition ofi 
Motion is ask’d, ’tis gravely anfwer’d,'! 
that it is the removing of one , Body 
from the Neighborhood of others^ &c.'* 
and this the Bowlers know as well 
as the Philofophcr, feeing it daily with 
their > own Eyes; but *tis the'Caufc, 
of this Eeffed they defire to hear ex-j 
plain’d, of , which he’s' ordinarily as: . i 
ignorant as they. ' ' 

. i 5.:YOU fay very truly that even i 
tiiofe .who carefully diftinguilh .the) 
Caufe and the Effed, are yet extreme- 
ly puzzl’d about the movwg Forces it- 
felf, what fort of Being ’it is; where 
^ it refides, in Matter, or without it;' 
by what means it can move Matter; 
bow it^palTes from one Body to ano- 
ther ; or is divided Between many 
Bodys while others are at reft, and a 
, thouland more fuch- Riddles. Where- 
fore not being able ^ to dilcover any 
fuch real Being in .“^Nature, nor to^dc- 
termin ' whether ic be a Body or Spi- 
rit,’ and y« left; to: make it a Mode, 
finoo (ariiong- mother j Objedions ) . no 
, Adcident can f pift o frcml one i Subjeff 
:iAi , to 
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to; another,' nor be without its par- Letter 
ticular Caufe in any Subject wbatfb- I\r. 
ever)' and that - it may be intirely de- l/Wj ‘ 
ftroy’d the Subjeft remaining iafe,' 
they are forc’d at lafl: to have recourfe 
ipiGod^’ and to maintain* that ' as he 'j 
communicated Motion to Matter at the 
beginning, fo be ftHl begets and con-? 
tinues it whenever, ' and as long as' 
there’s occadon for it, and that he 
Equally concurs to every MoHohiii the 
poiver{e» > But this Syftem is fubje6^ to 
niore' fatal > Coofequences than thole 
they avoid by it: for befides that 
they hereby deftro^' what many tihave 
iaid^* about GodV imprCliing Motion on 
Mattet at the beginning,' as Ibmething . 
kbafii was of j it felf fiiflficient for the ‘ 
fihirupe ;Uhey . farther mdke God the Au- ? 
thwof^afllnhe Wickednels in Nature^ / 
ibo; Motion were ftill'' but a Mode: ' 
for e)iample,^‘ that: anally 
wres! thoiTonguc of ;a lying Witnels, 
the ffand: and Dagger of a Murderer, 

^iih filch other ^aSpable'Difficulcys, 
which all their moral and phyfical 
Diftinftions arc not able to Ibl ver But 


why Ihou’d I throw away any Words 

Cl c £ R'a? obiervesji'iwpoa the 

fophers 
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Ijjetter fophersiare ignorant of the Caufe of 
IV< any thing, they prelcntly betake them- 
‘ felves' for refuge and fanfiuary to 

which is not to explain things, but to 
cover their own Nagligwce or. SKoiti 
fightednefe; their Vanity not fufiedng 
tlicm to allow, any odiet Caufonbuc ' 

God’s ’ itn rnediate 1 Concour fe , to I w ha£ 

they arfc not able ^to unfold, n ,.j 

• 'i6ki Y O U do not fordoo.. perhaps 
wh^ iD^ts you -create to ybur. fellj 
and! wb»: Work .you cut oiit for.! inej 
iu idediaDding my particular Qpink>d 
about vMotion.' ’Tis eafiefc-at aoy 
. time! lb find out thc.Dcfefls oflptbcfi 
ihaiia jfcoi fupply> them,, and • a ;:Man'ils 
vtiry / like to be wrong '■ uoderflockJ 
who delivers bis Opinion (efpecialiiy 
jf ftk^ether: new) before it be guird* 
ed withi. its Proofs and Explication c 
but'dur Friend^ipi.not allowing . me 
to deity' you any. thing in myj power, 
ftajl be open and free with . you in 
^his.p^ticular; ql hoW then that.M>- 

♦ • » r •• , 

1 ' r* ' . . 5 ' 

I 

. •.'tV/’ •• 

. ' Sed omiuuin alium renun ratio rtddenda' eft : 
tjuod'vos, mm fiacre non poteftis, tanquam’in mta 
«Dafugici«ai4[>eum. f>tVJtt.DuuL i, ' - . j : } 

. tiQt» 
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tion is iffentUl io Mdttety that is to Jjsftet 
fay, as infeparaWe from its Nature aS; IV. 
ImpenetrabilUy Or Extenfioo, and that 
it ought to make a part of its Defi- 
nition. ,Buc as in .Matter diftin- 
guiih the QuAntitj of particular Bodys 
and the Extenjio» of die whole, of 
which thefe Quantitys are but feveral 
Determinations or Modes, ..exiting 
and periditng by their federal Caufes : 

Ib/ the better to be .underdood,' I 
wop’d have this ^4otion of the Whole 
becallM ASiun, and all local Motions,a5 
dired or circular; fall or > (low, fimple 
or compounded, be ffill call’d Motiomy 
being only the feveral changeable De^ 
(ftrmwMtions of the A&ion whtdb is Al- 
ways in the Whole, and in every Part 
of the faitie, and without which it 
cou’d not;: receive any. Modifications. 

1. deny that Matter is or ever .was an | 
ina£f ive dead Lump in abiblure.Re-/ 
piofe, a lazy and unweildy thing ; and 
when.i write exprefly on this Sub}e6f 
.to you, I hope to evince that this 
Notion alone accounts for the fame 
■'Quantity of. Motion in the Univerfe, 
that it alone proves there neither 
‘ needs nor can be any Void, that Mat- 
• cer cannot be truly defin’d without it, 
i . .. that 
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Letter chat it foI\res ail theDifficuItys about the , 

IV. moving Force, and all the reft which 
we have mention’d before. ‘ 

t N 

< I ( f ■ , i 

■ 17I BUT you’l • fay that, befides 
the Singularity of the. Opinion, I fliail 
makei a world of Adverfatys by rea- 
fonof 'the many Hypothefes and Doc* 
trins which '.it unavoidably deftcoys. 

To this I anfwcr, that! the Qflfence.is 
taken, but' not given ; and thatLfhali 
thereby , be . nothing difquieted,' ' pro*- 
■vided i 1 1 he. • able to contribute ‘ any 
thing towards the.Difcovery of Truth. 

This j& not aSyftem of Accommodation; 
fuch . as thofe ;which ' fbme invent i d> 
reconcile other different Syftems, 'tho 
they ate .not Certain that their own is 
more true than the .reff. ^ But if 1 be 
able tof prove from the nature of '<the 
thing it.fdf, and. not to favor or op- 
pofeany Caufe, J^ion is effential 
to' '/ that. Matter •/ cannot. • be 

rightly . conceiv’d nor confcquelntly ' be 
rightlyldefin’d without ^t,^i that nothing 
can' be accounted for in. Matter witb- 
,out this effentiali Adion, land that Cit 
is eafily . ihhwn to pxiff in the mod 
■heavyfidr hard/Bodys^i then-; they ^may 
, qoarrdl i (who have, a mind Co it) ..with 
n God 
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God or Nature, and not with me, who Letter 
am but their humble Interpreter. Af- IV. 
ter all, I apprehend no Enemys if I 
fhou’d ever publiQi to the World what 
‘I may write to any Friend on this Subjeft j 
for every Party is neceflitated to ex- 
plain the Phenomena of Nature by 
Motion : and therefore ,fuch as believe 
‘Matter created, may as well conceive 
•that God at the beginning endu’d it 
.'with Aftion as well as with Extenfion ; 
and thole who believe it eternal, may 
as well believe it eternally a£Uve, as , 

eternally divifible ; nor can they ever 
account for any Change in Nature 
without admitting this, as I have 
prov’d before againft S p i n o s a. My 
only bufinefs is to prove Matter neteffa^ 
rilj active as well as extended^ and thence 
to explain as much as I can of its Af- 
feftions ;• but not to meddle in the Dil^ 

'putes which others may raile about ks 
Original or Duration. 

i ^ . ... 

' i8. YOUmay perceive, SIR, that I \ 

have a great deal of leifure, and nothing 
to make me uneafy, or at leaft that I 
won’t be made fo, when I can take oc* 
cafion to Write fo long a Letter from a 
few hints in a couple of yours> But it 

M is 
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. Letter is impoflible not to acquire a more dila- 
IV. ted Underftanding by, your Correfpon- 
deuce. After fo much Philofophy about 
the Primitive World, I fhall trouble you 
with nothing that palTes in the prefent; 
and I dcfire this particular favor of you, 
that in the Letters with which ypu’l 
pleafe to honor me during my Stay in 
this Solitude (which I hope will be yc- 
. " ry many) you wou’d not mention a 
word of News : for there’s fbmething 
in all fuch Occurrences, which engages 
us to interett our felves more than in 
many Peoples Opinion we are concern’d 
to do *, and yet, according as it goes 
' with publick Affairs, I cannot for my , 
Life refrain from rejoicing, or being an- 
gry, or growing fad like others, which 
perhaps proceeds from very good Rea- 
ions, but with which I wou’d not 
willingly be difquieted here. ^ Still I 
except from the foregoing Inftrudions 
all that regards your Family or our 
other Friends, in whofe Welfare, and 
particularly in your own,’ nonq can re- 
ceive, more real Satisfa£Hop, than, 
SIR, your moft humble and affe£|fio- 
nate Servant. 

LETTER 
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LETTER V. > 

. •%'../ . ■.. . •. "J'A 

Motion effential to Matter; 
in Anftper to fomeRemari{f 
by a noble Friend on the 
Confutation of Spinosa. ' 

. . } f 


Nu»c qua mobilitas fit redditd Materiai 
Corf or thus, f ducts licet hinc cognofcere^ 
• MemmL Lucret. i. 




.X. 


P ARDON me, SIR, ifl 
doubt whether the favorable 
Charafter you are pleas’d to 
"iKftow. ‘on the Confutation of, Spi- 
isI q.sa^ pro":eeds from your Kindoels 

M a or 


Digitized by Google 


/ 

4 64 Motion ejfential to Matter* 


■Letter or your Judgment. But what makes 
V. me flatter my felf that you wrote your 
genuine Thoughts about the firft part 
"cf-rhat 1 errerrorour worthy Friend, -is 
' your making fome Objediions againft 
, the latter parr, wherein I have barely 
declar’d* my Opmion, that, Maher is 
necejfarilj active as well as extended. 
To this you car>not eafily agree, and 
'neither he hor I can blame you for it, 
.unlefs at/^tl^G.riame time we wou’d 
raflily condemn . dur felves when 
*we were of your mind. 4 But as'.our 


Opinion ,,c|uglit,. to,, go for , .nothing 
witho'ut good Realbns, lb we admit 
of no Right from PolTellion, of no Pri- 
vilege by Prefcription in Philofbphy, 
how much foever we allow it in na- 
tional Laws or.Cuftoms.- Authority' is 
to decide matters of Fa£l, but not to 
'determine the Truths of Nature. ■ You 
ventur’d fair, I muft acknowledg, to 
make your Obfervations and ObjeSions 
before I gave any notice or hint of my 
Arguments: but this very Proceeding 
declares how untenable you be^ve my 
. AiTertion tO be,^ even (b unguarded 
.and abfur'd, thatany Perlbn cou’d^eafl- 
.ly. guels at .the little that might be 
; plaufibly .'oflfet’d//or fucl^ a Paradox. 
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This is but a natural Conftrudlion of Letter 
your meaning, and fuch Thoughts as' , V.' 
People are extremely apt to entertain 
of any Notion that contradicts the'' 
common Belief, efpecially if fuch a Be- ’ 
lief has continu’d very long in pof-' 
feflion, and has bin very univerfally re-*‘ 
ceiv’d. In the Anfwer you‘ defire of^ 
me, I lhall follow the Thread of your ' 
own Letter; and take care to be as* 
brief, as the indifpenfable Law of Per-' 
fpicuity will permit. * ‘ 

2. Y O U take my Meaning very! 
right in urging, that if Activity ought 
to enter into the Definition of Matter, it] 
ought liketvife to exfrefi the Effence there-, 
of: for certainly all the' Propertys of 
any thing fhou’d follow or be knowable ' 
from its Definition ; elfe the Definition' 
is not diftinguilhing and adequate, but 
confule and imperfeCt. In my Opi-’ 
nion therefore Matter has bin hitherto' 
but half, or rather a third part defin’d^ 
by Extenfion, from which alone many 
of itS' Modifications can follow by no' 
means and this is the reafon, why' 
none of ‘the motive EffeCb have bin’ 
confider’d as eflential to it, but adven- 
titious and of a' difibrent fort, becaule' 

M J not 


Digitized by Google 



t66 Motion ejfential to Matttr. 

Letter not contain’d in any of the Terms of 
V. its Definition : whereas Matter being 
defin’d adive as well as extended (to 
which you may add Solidity, with the 
incomparable Mr. Lock) then all 
. the motive EflPeds follow very naturally, 
and need not be explain’d by any other 
Caufe, no more than the Confequences 
of Extenfion. Suppofing it an Error 
that Motion is extraneous to Matter, 
you’ll own that the ordinary Defini- 
tions which are built upon this Suppo- 
fition, have greatly contributed to let- 
tie it firmly in the Minds of men ; they 
being thus accuftom’d to deprive Mat- 
ter of Motion in their Speech and 
Writing from the beginning, which 
kept ’em for ever after from revoking, 
it in doubt, but rather making it a lelP 
evident Principle : and you know that 
fuch as had defigns of gaining Repu- 
tation by introducing falfe Dodrins. 
that favor’d their Defigns, or of main- 
taining their Authority in fupporting. 

' abfurd Perfuafions already eftablilh’t^. 
did make it a Handing Rule that Prr/s- 
eipUs Tftufi not be diffuted \ and then 
they canoniz’d for Principles, whatever 
Maxims they found moft conducible to 
their purpole. Bqtif Motion be eflen-. 

rial 
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tial to Matter, it muft be likewife as Letter 
cflential to its D^nition.- V. 

I OWN what you next objefl:, 
that htfore fuch a De^nition is the 

neeejfarf 'Activity of Matter ought to be 
eleurly prov^dy which to do, in the Se- 
quel ot this Letter, is my Intention ; 
and to endeavor the recommending of 
this Definition by the Reafbns I (hall ' 
produce to ihow that all the Matter in 
Nature, every Part and Parcel of it, 
has bin ever in motion, and can never 
beotberwife; that the Particles which 
lie in the midlf of the mod Iblid and 
bulky Rocks, in the heart of Iron Bars 
or Gold Ingots, are as well in conftant 
Adion, as thole of Fire, or Air, or 
Water, tho not according to the fame 
Determinations, nor in the fame De- 
grees, no more than thefe laft men- 
tion’d, compar’d among themfelves : 
for this Adion is equally natural and 
internal to them all, and to all other 
ClalTes of Matter in the Univerle; tho 
their fpecifick Motions be fo various 
and different, which proceeds from 
their fevcral ways of affeding one ano- 
ther. But its time enough to think 
Pf a new Definition, when this elTen- 
M 4 tial 
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Letter tial Motion is evidently prov’d. 

V. 

4 . Y O U once thought it incon- 
, ceivable, it feems, I fliould ever main- 
tain that 'Matter cannot as much as 
be conceived without an A^ion of its own, 
or under feme Effeif of fuch an Abti^ 
on ; and 1 fiill maintain, that Matter 
can no more be conceiv’d u'ithout Mo- 
tion than without ExtenHon, and that 
the one is as infeparable from it as the 
other. Your conceiving Faculty I 
know to be much more delicate than 
mine, wherefore I wou’d have y-ou try 
it a little on this Subject, and then to 
make me comprehend what Idea you 
have fram’d of Matter without Aftion. 
It muft be ibmething depriv’d of all 
Figure or Color, neither heavy nor 
light, rough or fmootb, fweet or four, 
hot or cold, void (in a word) of all 
fenfible Qualitys, without Parts, Pro** 
portion, or any Relation whatibever : 
fince all thefe depend immediately on 
Motion, as well as the Forms of all 
corporeal Beings, their Generation, 
SuccelTion, and Corruption, by the num- 
berlefs Mixtures, Tranfpofitions, and 
other Arrangements of their . Parts, all 
which (h^ natural and undoubted 

EffeQs 
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EffeSs of Motion, or rather Motion it Letter 
lelf under thefe feveral Names and V. 
Determinations. The commonly ac- 
knowledg’d Divifibility of Matter is 
alfo an undeniable Argument that it 
\cannot be conceiv’d without Motion, 
iince it is Motion that diverfifies or. 
divides it , which is therefore prefiip- 
pos’d as well as Extenfion in the Idea 
of Divifibility, and conlequently the 
one is as elTential to Matter as the other. 
Howcan you conceive that Matter is 
any thing or 'a Subfiance, unlefs it be 
endu’d with Aftion ? How can it be 
the Subjeft of Accidents (according to 
the vulgar Definition) fince all Accidents 
are nothing elfe but the feveral Deter- 
minations of Aftion in Matter, diver- 
fify’d as they are differently, plac’d with 
relation to our Senfes ; but in reality 
not difiin£I from our Imagination, or 
from the thing'it felf wherein they are 
laid to exifi? Roundnefs is nothing 
different from the round Body.i (which 
is as true of all Figures)^ for this 
Roundneis is not the Name of any real 
thing, but only a word, to .exprefs the 
particular, manner of . a certain Body. 
Neither are Hot or. Cold; Sounds, 
Smells, or Colors, fo much as even the , 

■ • : • ■ Man-. 
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Tr.ttcr Manners oc Poftures of the things 
V. thcmfelves, but the Names we give to 
their ways of affeffingour Imagination ; 
for moft things arc conceiv’d by us 
with refpefi to our own Bodys, and not 
to their true Nature : wherefore what 
is fweet to one is four to another, what 
is rough to me is fmooth to you, what 
is pleafure to the Healthy is pain to 
the Sick ; tho moft mens Organs being 
fram’d very like one another, they' are < 
confequently affeQed much after the 
fame manner, yet ftill with fome de- 
grees of Difference. But thefe, and 
ail other Differences in Matter proceed- 
ing from feveral Changes, or thefo very 
things being but the Conceptions of 
difforent Motions, I think I may war- 
rantably affirm that Matter is never 
conceiv’d but under fome Notion' of 
Aftion, which before I end I defign to 
£how to be as true of Reft it {elf. 
Now ftrip me Matter of Motion (if 
you can) and I undertake before-hand 
to divine four Conception of it, which 
muft ' be . the very fame with tbofe 
who try’d fuch Projefts before you : for 
tntir,i Materis prima was qua neque efi 
quid^ neque eft quale, ueque , eft quantum, 
neque quiequam eorum quibfts Ens denomi~ 

1 natur ; 
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Hdtur ; which is in a great many , w.ords , Letter 
to lay, that it is nothing at all. <i y* 

5. BTTT you affirm that the Ex-’> 
tenfion of Matter is very , easily ^ ksiowse, if 
not felf evident, but not its ,Aliivity\' 
wherein I mull beg leave to diifent , 
from you, affercing that the one 
is no lefs eafy to be known than the 
other, and neither of ’em doubted or * 
millaken, but by fuch as judg of 
things from Appearances, Cuftom, or 
Authority, without confulting their 
own Reafon, arguing in which Method 
they may as well prove the Moon to 
be no bigger than a large Chelhire * 
Cheefe : for as the Vulgar believe that ^ 
there is no Extenfion, where they per- 
ceive no vilible Objed ; fo thole, who 
wou’d take it ill to be rankt in other 
things with the Vulgar, yet agree with 
them in this, thinking that there’s no 
Afiion, where they can fee no local or 
determinate Motion. Experience Ihows 
that great numbers of Adverlarys are 
no Argument againft the Truth cf any 
thing whatfbever. . The plainefl; things 
in the World have bin mighty Secrets 
for whole Ages ) and yve know that 
it’s lurd to find 9, thingi where no body 

dreams 
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Letter dreams of looking for it. Have a little 
V, patience, SIR, and I may be fb happy 
as to be capable of fhowing you what 
led all Sedlsof Philofophers as well as 
the Vulgar, to believe the Sluggilhnels 
of Matter, tho divers of the former 
were aware of its a^ual univerfal Mo- 
tion, which from the Prejudice of their* 
Infancy, they were ready to afcribe to 
' any Cau(e rather than to the right one 
and this has very often oblig’d ’em to 
- feign very ill-fbrtcd and ridiculous Hy- 
pothefes. 

J . 

6. I APPROVE of your fourth’ 
' Obfcrvation (for you know I wou’d not 
eafily diiagree with you in any thing) 
that. mMj of the mof learned Philofophers 
contend for a, y^uum^ which Notion feems 
to he grounded on the Deadnefs or Inacli- 
vity of Matter : to which I add, that * 
feme of thofe Philofophers deny(with the 
Epicureans) the Void to have any fub- 
Rantial Fxtenfion, and will have it to be' 
nothing ; while the reft make it an ex-*' 
tended Subftance, which is neither Body ‘ 
nor Spirit. Theic Notions have rais’d 
a world of Difputes about the nature, 
of Space. ' The Opinion of a Void is: 
ooeof the numberleE erroneous Cohfe-' 

• “ ' quencos 
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qiiences of defiriing Matter only by Letter 
Extenfion, of making it naturally in- V. 
adive, and of tbinkiqg it divided into 
real Parts every way independent of 
one another. On thefe Suppofiiions ic 
is impoflible there (hou’d not be a 
,Void ; but ’tis as impolTible that ten 
tboufand Abfurditys fihouM not follow 
from thence. What we call Parts ia » 

Matter, may be prov’d to be but the 
different Conceptions of its Affedlions, 
the diftindfions of its Modifications; 

,which Parts .are therefore only imagi- 
nary or relative, but not real and abfo* 
lutely divided : for Watcr,:as fuch,.caa 
be generat^, -.divided, and corrupted, 
increas’d and dicninifh’d ; but. not when 
confider’d as Matter. : . i . 

7 . O N this occafion, to avoid all And* 
biguity,.. ’tis convenient to inform you, 
that by Bodys 1 underhand certain Mo- 
difications of Matter, conceiv’d by the 
Mind;as To many limited SyBefns, or 
particular C^anticys mentally abffra£f- ' ' 
ed, .but not a 6 fualiy (eparated from' the 
Extepilqn of the^Univerfe. Wetthere- 
fore (ay that one Body is bigger or lefs 
thap^ another, is broken , or diifolv’d, 
from the multifarious. Change of Modi- 

" fications: 
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ILcttcr fications: but we cannot properly fay 
V. that Matters are bigger one than ano> 
ther, becaule there’s but one fort of 
Matter in the Univerfe ; and if it be 
infinitely extended, it can have no ab> 
fblute Parts independent of one another. 
Parts and Particles being conceiv’d as ■ I 
told you juft now - that Bodys were. 
A world of other words are invented 
to help our Imagination, like Scaffolds 
fop» the Convenience of the Workmen ; 
but which muft be laid afide when the 
Building is finifti’d, and not be mif^a- 
fcen for the Pillars or Foundation. ' Of 
this fort are Great and Sniall, for exam- 
ple, which are but mer Comparilbns 
of the Mindyv and not the Names of 
any pofitive Subjefts ; as you are Big 
in re^6: of your little Sifter, but Lit- 
tle in refped: of an Elephant, and (be 
is Big when compar’d to her Parrot, 
but very Little when fhe ftands by her 
Mother, Thefe and fuch words are very 
ierviceable when rightly apply’d ; yet 
they are often abus’d, and from relative or 
modal, are made real, abfblute, and po- 
iicive : liich are Bodys, Parcs, Particles, 
Somthing, a certain Being, and the 
like, which may be well allow’d in 
the Pra^ico of Life, but never in the 

Specu- 
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Speculations of Philolbphy. ; Letter 

‘ . V. 

« B U T to return to your Objec- 
tion ; others who admitted no real, 
but only modal and refpeftive Parts in 
Nature, yet cou’d never with all their 
Subtilty bring any Arguments againft 
a Void, but what their Axiverfarys 
cou’d eafily.ruin, becaufe they agreed 
.with them in miking Matter inadive. 

.You, that underhand fo well the Hi(fo* 

^y of Philofophy, know that the Di^- 
.Cultys appear tp be equal on both (ides, 
which has induc’d many to believe that 
the thing is in its own nature inexpli- 
cable, throwing the fault (as they of- 
ten unjuftly do) on their own Con- 
ceptions, which they find unfatisfy’d ; 
and not on the precarious Suppolitions 
of both Partys, which they do not per- 
.ceive. There is nothing more certain 
than that of two -Contradi6lorys the 
one muft be always true, as tl^ other > 
muft be always falle ; and • tho it be 
therefore indifputable that either there 
is a Void, or that ail is full (to ule 
their improper Expreflion) tho - it be ' 
plain that the Truth is within the nar- 
row Compals of thele twp: fliort Pro- 
politioQs, yet aqitber fide has bia hi^ 

therto 
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Letter therro able to demonftrate which of ’em 
V. is the true Opinifn, becaiilc they have 
both argu’d from a falle Medium, 
from which nothing but Falfitys 
and Abfurditys cou’d naturally fol- 
low. 

" « * • 

9. B U T if yoii are once perfua- 
ded, S I Rj as I hope you quickly will, 
■that Matter is aftive as well as ex- 
tended, all your difficultys about' a 
Vacuum muft fall to the ground. Foif 
as thole jjarticular or. limited Quanti- 
tys, which we call fuch or fuch Bodys, 
are but leveral Modifications of the 
general Extenfion of Matter in which 
they are all contain’d, and which they 
neither increafe nor diminifh : fo (as 
an adequate Parallel)' all the particular 
or local Motions of Matter are but 
the leveral Determinations of • its - gene- 
ral Aftion, dire£ling it this or that wajr, 
by thele or thofe Caules, in this or that 
manner, without giving it any Augmen- 
tation or Diminution. Indeed in ail Trea- 
tifes of the ordinary Laws of Motion, 
.'you • meet with the feveral ’de'grecs of 
Motion that any Body lofes dr acquires ; 
t)ut- thole Laws concern the (^aritity 
of the Adiion' of particular' Bodys on 
' ' • one 
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one another, and not the Aftion of Letter 
•Matter in general ; as particular Quan- V. 
tirysof Matter are meafur’d by other 
. leiTer Quantitys, but not the Exrenlion 
of the Whole. The Mathematicians 
compute the Quantitys and Proportions 
of Motion, as they oblerve Bodys to 
aft on one another, without • troubling 
themfelves about the phylical Reafons 
of what every pcribn allow, hing a 
thing which does not always concero ' 
them, and which they leave the Phi- 
lofbphers to explain : tho the latter 
wou’d fucceed better in their Reafons^ 
if they did more acquaint themfelves 
before- hand with the Obfervations and 
Fafts of the former, as Mr* New- 
T.on juftly ' obferves. 

10. THERE is no inleparable 
• Attribute of Matter> but has number- 


‘ In Mathcfi invefligand* func Virium Quant'tatcs 
fit Rationes ill'ar, qua: cx conditionibus quibufeunque 
poHtis conlequentur : denique ubi in ^yticam de^ 
Iceoditar, conferendx func he Rationes cum Fhxno* 
tnenis, ut innocelcac quxnam virium Conditiones fin- 
gulis Corporum attrafHvorum gencribus compc can't ; 
ic tuiD demum dc virium Speciebus, Cauhs, & Rati* 
onibus Phyficis tutius diipuurc lic^it. Pbilof. Kati 
Princip. Math, V. lot. 

N ■ lefs 
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Letter lefi Modifications proper to it felf as 

. V. well as Lxtenfion. So has Solidity, 
fd has AQion ; ard yet all the Attri- 
;butes mull concur in- producing the 
peculiar Modes of each, becaufe they 
are flill fiut tl e Confidcraiion of the 
(elf-fame Matter under difiereut re- 
fptcls. 'J o fay then, as you do after 
a Croud of Philok pliers, that if there 
be ho Void, there u corf cquently no place 
for C to remove uuo-, nor any Elbow- 
room for 13 to pofJj C ; for you, I repeat 
jr, to (peak in this manner, is not only 
to have the fame grefs Conception of 
Space w'ith voui Parmers, but alfo to 
.(uppoleihe Points B and C, and ail or 
moll: of the Ikijits about them, to be 
really fix', and in ablblutc Repofe. 
But you (hou’d not run \t?ith a multi- 
;iude tocommit Miftakes, no more than 
to do evil ; and if 1 fucceed in proving, 
the natural, eflential, inti infick, and ne- 
celTary /^ffion of Matter,- then- you 
may eafily perceive that, thefe Objecti- 
ons u’ill-be no longer DifEcultys, and 
'that all your Circles of contiguous Balls, 

• , your Fifli on the point of moving in 

the Water, and the reft of thole thred- • 
bare Examples muft be employ’d, on 
Ibme other occahons becaufe all thele 
t . ■ ■ fuppole 
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fuppofe an abfolute Reft, as well as the Letter 
Generation of Motion, which is the V. 
thing in queftion ; and cou’d it be '-/WJ 
prov’d, there wou’d be no fblid an- 
fwering of fuch Arguments for a 
cuum. 

II. I HINTED fomething to 
you before about the abufe of Words 
in Philofophy, and we may inftance 
particularly certain Terms invented to 
very good purpofe by Mathematicians;' 
but mifunderftood or perverted by 
others, and not (eldom very wrongly- 
apply’d by certain Mathematicians- 
themlclves, which can never fail to 
happen when abftraffed Notions are 
taken for real' Beings, and then laid - 
down as Principles whereon to build - 
Hypothefes. Thus the Mathematical' 

Lines, Surfaces, and Points have bin-' 
maintain’d to exift in reality, and 
many Conclufions thence deduc’d, tho- 
very unhappily ; as that ExtenGon w'as 
compounded !of Points, which is to 
fay, that Length, Breadth, and Thick- 
ncfsare form’d of what is neither long, 
nor broad, nor thick, or Meafure of 
no Quantity. • So the word* Inf- 
ttiti has bin wonderfully perplex’d ; 

N * which 
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Letter which. has given occafion to a. thoufandl 
y..' Equivocations ^nd Errors. Numbers 
V'y^’was made infinite ; as, if it follow’d>j 
becauie Units may be added to one ano-; 
tlitr without end, that theie'aftually ex*', 
ifled an infinite Number. Of this nature-, 
are infinite Time, the infinite Cogi- 
tation of Man, afymptocr Lines, and 
a great many other boundiefs. Progref-- 
fions, which are infinite only with.re-j 
fpc£l to the Operations of our Minds, * 
but not fo in themielves :< for vohat*/ 
ever is really infinite, does,aftuaIly, ex^: 
ift.asfuch; whereas what only may be> 
infinite, is very pofiiivcly norfo< • • 

-I- 4 

12. BUT no Word has bini more, 
raifapply’d, nor confcquently has, given: 
occafion to more Difputes than Space,- 
which is only, an abftrafted Notion, 
(-as 1 you (hall perceive hereafter) orl 
the Relation that any thing has to other 
Beings at a diftance from it, without- 
any Confideration of what lies between 
them, tho they have at. the fame time a 
real Exiftence. Thus, Place is either 

the relative Pofition of a thing with 
. refpeft to the circumambient Bodys^. 
or the Room it. fills with its own Bulk, 
and from whicb.it is i conceived to. ex-. 
{ ■■ dude 
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<lude all other 'Bodys, which are but Letter 
mere Abftraftions, the Capacity no- V. 
thing differing from the Body con- 
tain’d: and foDiftanceis the Meafure 
between any two Bodys, without re- 
gard- to the things whole Extenfion is 
fo meafiir’d. Yet becaulc the Mathe- 
maticians had occafion 'to fuppofe Space 
without Matter, as they did Duration 
without Things, Points without Qiian- 
tity, and the like ; the Philolbphers, 

•who cou’d not otherwile account for 
the Generation of Motion in Matter 
■which they held to be inaftive, ima- 
gin’d a real Space diftinf^from Matter, 
which they held to be extended, in-l 
corporeal, immovable, homogeneal, iri- 
divifible, and infinite. But this .whole 
Difputp depends on. the Adion and In- 
finity of Matter. In the firft place, 
if Matter it felf be effentially aftive, 
there’s no need to help it to Motion 
•by this Invention, nor is there any 
Generation of Motion. Secondly, if 
it be infinite, it can have no feparate 
Parts that move independently of one • 
another in crooked or ftreight Lines, 
tiotwithftanding thofe Modificatior^s 
vhich we call particular divifible Bd- 
dys. Thirdly, Matter muft be like- 
' N J wife 
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iLetter wife homogeneal, if it has Adion of 
V. it felf as well as Solidity or Extenfion,' 
without being divided into Parts. 
And fourthly, if it be infinite, the 
. Univerfe mufl be without all local 
Motion, there being no fix’d Points 
without it, to which it might be fuc- 
celTively appiv’d, nor any place into 
which it cou’d poflibly remove. 

15. PROCEEDING, SIR, ac- 
cording to the Order of your Remarks, 

.1 fhall briefly endeavor to prove 
thele feveral Points. I am not infenfi- 
ble that I oppofea Notion univerfally re- 
ceiv’d, and tflat in this particular Arti- 
cle of Space I am laid to have the greateft 
Man in the world againftme, who yet 
' cannht grow any thing lefs,thohe fbou’d 
happen herein to be mi/iaken ; fince 
the Dcmonflraticns and Dilcoverys of 
h[s unparallel’d Book remain intirely 
/true w ithout it. For my part, I can 
i no more believe an apfolute Space 
! diflinci from Matter, as the place of 
'^‘it ; than that there is a'n abfolute Time,- 
different from the things whole Du- 
ration are confider’d. And yet Mr. 
j 'Newto,n is thought not only .to be- 
lieve jliefe things,, but alfo.to put 

them • 
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them both on the fame foot. Times and Letter 
Spikes ^ fays ' he, are as it were their ■ V. 
own Places-, and thofe of all other things. 
j4ll the things in the Univerfe are in 
Time as to the Order of Succejjion, and 
in Space as to the Order of Situation. 

^Tis effential to 'em that they be Places ; 
and to think the/e primary Places can be 
mov'd, is abfard. Thcfe are therefore 
abfoUte- Places, and the 'Tran flat ions 
from them are the only abfolute Motions. 

I am convinQ’d that chefe VVords are 
capable of receivinfj an Interpretation 
favorable to rny Opinion; but I chufe 
to cite them in the flnfe wherein tliey 
are commonly .underlfood : beddes that 
his Book (as Ii faid before) is neither 
way 'concern’d. ’ i 

. i. ^ < » 

14. AS for your alledging (to infer 
the Inaffivity of Matter, as well as a 
Vacuum ) that one Body ts heavier or 
lighter than another of equal Bulk you 

t ♦ 


* .Tempora & Spacia funt fai-ipforum Sc rerum 
omnium quafi loca. In Tempore, quoad ordinein 
SucccfTionis, in Spacio,- quoad ordincm Situs, loc.intur 
univerfa. De illorum ciTentia eft uc (me ioca, Sc 
loca primaria moveri abfurdum eft. H*c I'unt igicur 
abfolua loca, & foie Tranllatioues de his locis tunc 
abfoluti Mows. P. 7. 

N 4 mufl 
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Letter itJUft fuppofe that Levity and Gravity 
V. are not mere Relations, the Compa- 
I'ifbns of- certain Situations and exter- 
nal PrelTures ; but that tliey are real 
Beings, or abfolute and inherent Qua- 
X l.itys, vt'hich is now by every body ex-** 
plodcd, and contrary to all that you < 
know your fell of Meehan icks. Ic 
may not be difficult to perfuade even Per-»> 
fons of a modciate Capacity, that there 
cou’d he no Levity or Gravity in the 
fiippos’d Chaos, and that thtfe Qua- 
litys wholly depend on- the Conlti- 
tution and Fabrick of the Univerfe ; 

- which is to fay, that they are the 
Conllquences of the World in a£lual 
•Peing, and the necelTary Effefts of its 
prelent Order, but not eflential At- 
tributes of Matter, the fame Body be- 
coming heavy or light by turns, ac- 
cording as it is placM among other 
Bodys, and there being nothing better 
known, than that many things are 
not fometimes in a Rate of Levity or 
Gravity. To imagine that any Parcel' 
of Matter has Levity or Gravity of it 
felf, becaufc you fee thofe Effc£ls in 
the Fabrick of the World ; or to deduce 
it from the common Laws of Gravita- 
tion, is not only to imagine Matter 

alik? 
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alike afFedcd in all Place s, I jc that the Lette.^ 
Wheels, and Springs, arid Chains of a V: 
Watch,’ can perform ail thole Motions 
feparately which cliey do together. 

And yet it was from fuch faiie Sup- 
pofitibns, that the Phdofdphcrs, in their 
ftveral Formations of the World, in- 
vented the Fable of the four Elements, 
orderly placing thenafclvcs according 
to their different deforces of Gravity 
and Levity ; the Earth undermoft or 
in the Center, next to that the Water; 
then the Seat of the Air, and upper- 
moft of all the Fire. Ail Sorts and 
Sedfs of People have bin fuperftitioufly 
fond of this primary Chaos,; a- Notion 
as confus’d and monftrous as the Im- 
port of the Name, and built in every 
Ifep on Suppofitions that are not only 
arbitrary, but uttcrij' falfe and chime- 
rical : fuch is the grofs Conception 
of the Number and Unmixednefs of 
the four Elements, drawn from the 
rooff compounded Body s in the world ; 
fuch is the Levity and Gravity of.the 
dancing Parridle^; and fuch the Sepa- 
ration of the Seeds of tilings (as they 
l^ak) which without fuch Levity- 
and Gravity cou’d not ■ be perform’d, 
pot iodo^d on theio very Conditions, 

without 
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Letter without an Almighty Architefi, which 
V. they did not a Iways take care to pre- 
vide, or furnifli’d him with, fuch 
wretched Tools/ and Contrivance, as 
fhow’d the Meannefs of their own 
Underftanding, the foie Model by 
which they form’d him. Such a pre. 
carious Suppofition (in a word ) is 
Matter’s having b in at any time in this 
Confufion, without alceitaining how. 
long or for what realbn, with a thou-^ 
fond more the like Abfurditys, which 
every man may eafily reprefent to him- 
folf from thefo few Inftances. * This 
may alfo forve for an Example, how 
little* ftrcls is to be laid on univerfol 
Confont, or rather on any epidemical 
and common Error, that makes pre- 
tences to that Name. 

15. BUT not to ramble into Di- 
greOions, tho never fo natural, you 
own that wofi Bodys are in alittal Mo- 
tion^ which can he no Argument that 
they have bin always fo^ or that there 
are not others in' absolute Repofe, I 
grant that fuch a Confoquence does 
not nec:;flarily follow, thp- the thing 
in it folf be true. ; But however, it may 
oof be amifs to confiderj how far this 
yr a^bual 
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aQual Motion reaches and is allow’d, Letter 
before we come to treat of Reft. V. 
Tho the Matter of the Univerfc be 
every where t!ie fame, yet, according 
to its various Modifications, it is con- 
ceiv’d to be divided into numberlefs 
particular Syftcms, Vortexes, or Whirl- 
pools of Matter; and thefe again are 
fubdivided into other Syftems greater 
or lefs, which depend on one-another, 
as every one on the Whole, in their Cen- 
ters, Texture, Frame, and Coherence. 

Our Sun (for example) is the Center of 
one of thole bigger Syftems, which 
contains a great many leffer ones with- 
in the Sphere of. its Aftivity, as all the 
Planets that move about it: and thefe 
are Xubdivided into yet leffer Syftems 
that depend on them; as his Satellites 
'Wait upon Jupiter, and the Moon on 
the Earth ; the Earth again is divided » 

into the. Atmofphere, Ground, Water, 
and other principal Parts ; thefe again 
into Men, Birds, Beafts, Trees, Plants, 

Fifties, Worms, Infers, Stones, Met- 
tals, and a thoufand other differen- 
ces. Now as all thefe depend in a 
Link on one another, To their Matter 
X to fpeak in the ufual Language ) is 
mutually refolv’d into each other: for 

Earth, 
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J^etter Earth, and Water, and Air, and Fire^ 
V. are not only cloiely blended and united, 
i/vv; likewife interchangeably tranf- 
form’d in a' perpetual Revolution ; 
Earth becoming Water, Water Air, 
Air iEiber, and lb back again in Mix- 
tures without End or Number. The 
Animals we deftroy contribute to pre- 
ferve us, till we are deftroy’d to prc- 
ftrve other things, and become Graft, 
or Plants, or Water, or Air, or fbmc- 
thing elfe that ' helps to make other 
Animals, and they one another, or 
other Men ; and thefe again turn into 
Stone, or Wood, or Mettals, or Mine- 
rals, or Animals again, or become Farts 
of all thefe and of a great many other 
Things, Animals and Vegetables daily 
confuming and devouring each other; 
lb true it is that every thing lives by 
the Deftrufl:ion of another. All the 
Parts of the Univerle are in -this con- 
ftant Motion of deftroying and beget- 
ting, of begetting and deftroying : and 
- (be greater Syftems are acknowledg’d to 
' have their ceafleft Movements as well as 
the fmalleft Particles, the very central 
- Globes of .the Vortexes turning about 
their own Axis; and every Particle in the 
Vortex gravitating towards the Center. 
Our Bodys, however we may flatter our 
^ felvcs, 
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ftlves, differ nothing from thole of Letter 
other Creatures, but like them re- V. 
ceive Increafe or Diminution by Nu- 
tricion and Evacuation, by Accretion,’ 
Tranfpir^tion, and leveral other ways, 
giving forne • Parts of oiirs to other 
Bodys, and receiving again' of theirs,' 
not altogether the' fame yelierday as to 
day, nor to continue the lame to mor- 
row, being- alive in a perpetual Flux 
like a RivCr, and in the total Diffo- 
lutibn of our Syttem at death to be- 
come Parts of a.-thouland other things 
at once ; our Carcales partly mixing^ 
with the Dull: and .Water of the Earth, 
partly exhal'd' and evaporated -into the' 

Air, flying to lb many different pla-^ 
ces, mixing and incorporating with in- ‘ 

numerable things. . ' ; 

/ 

i6. NO Parts of Matter are ty’d* 
to any one Figure or Form,; loling and 
changing their Figures and Forms- con- 
tinually, that is, being: in 'perpetual; 
Motion, dipt,. or worn, or ground to^ 
pieces, or diffolv’d by other Parts, ac-‘ 
quiring their Figures, and thele theirs, 
and lb on incelfantly ; Earth, Air, Fire, 
and Water, Iron, Wood, and Marble, - 
Plants and Animals, being' rarefy'd' or 

condens'd. 
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Letter. concJcnb’d, or liquify’d or congeal’d, 
V. or dilTolv’d or coagulated, or any other 
e/‘V>J'way refolv’d into one another... The 
whole Face of the Earth exhibits thole 
Mutations every minute to our Eyes,' 
nothing continuing one hour numeri*. 
cally the • lame ; and thele Changes 
being ‘but leveral kinds of Motion, arej 
therefore the inconteftable ElFefts of 
fbrae univerfal Aftion. But the Chan*; 
ges in the Parts make no Change in 
the UnivtiTe : for it is manifeft that, 
the continual Alterations, Succellions,) 
Revolutions, and Tranfmutations of; 
Matter, caufe no Acceflion or Dimi-. 

' nution therein, .no more than any Let-: 
ter is added or loft in the Alphabet ..by, 
the endlels Combinations' and Tranf-i 
pofirions thereof into To many different; 
Words and Languages : for a thing 
no (boner quits one Form th&n it puts 
on another,, leaving as it . were 'the ; 
Theater in a certain drefs, and appear-- 
ing again ini a new one, which pro-* 
duces a; perpetual Youthfulnefs andvVi-1 
gor, without any Decay, or Decrepitnefs ; 
of thc; World,' as fome have fooliflily- 
imagin’d, * eprttrary not only to Reaibn, , 
but j to Experience *, the World, with 
ail the, .farts; and Kinds thereof, con- i 
* tinning 
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tinuing at all times in the fame con- Letter 
dition. The great Syilems of the y, 
Univerfe being fubdivided into gra- 
dual and lefler Syftems of Matter, the 
Individuals of the latter do perilh in- 
deed, tho they are not annihilated, 
continuing only a certain time in their 
particular Forms , according to the 
, Strength or Weaknels of their Dif- 
pofition, StruQure, or Conftitution, 
which we call the natural age or time 
of I'uch a thing ; yet if this Confti- 
tution, before its ordinary Period, be 
deftroy’d by more prevalent circum- 
ambient Motions, in fuch cafe^ we 
I commonly call it Violence or Accident, 

I as that a murder^ young man is dead 
before his time. But the Species ftill 
continues by Propagation , notwith- 
I ftanding the Decay of ,tbe Individuals ; 

, and the Death of our Bodys, is, but 
I Matter going to be dreft in fome new 
Form : the Impreftions may vary, but 
the Wax continues ftill the fame, and . 
indeed Death is in eftedt the very fame 
thing with our Birth ; for as to die 
is only to ceafe to be what w’e for- 
merly were, fb to be born is to begin 
to be fomihing which we were not 
before. . E’er I .leave this .Head, ,I 

■ beg 
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Letter beg your pardon, SIR, if I take no* 
V. tice to you , that confidering the 
^-^'^‘^'^ numbcrlers fucceflive Generations - that 
have inhabited this Globe , return- 
ing at Death into the common Mafs 
of the fame, fcattering and mix- 
ing with all the other Parts thereof ; 
and joining to this,- the inceflant river* 
like Flowing and Tranfpiration of Mat- 
ter every mcmciir from the Bodys of 
Men while they live, as well as their 
daily Nourilhment, Infpiration of Air, 
and other Additions of Matter to their 
Bulk : I fay, conOdering thefe things, 
it feems to be probable that there is 
no Particle of Matter on the face of 
the whole Earth, which has not bin 
a Part of Man. Nor is this Reafon- 
ing confin’d only to our Species, but 
remains as true of every Order of Ani- 
mals or Planrs, or any other Beings ; 
fince they have bin all refblv’d into 
one another by numberlefs and ceaflefs 
• Revolutions, fo that nothing is more 
' certain than that every material Thing 
is all Things, and that all Things are 
but one. 

17. THUS far you allow a con* 
Rant Motion in Things from fenfiblc 

Effeds. 
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fifftfts. ’ You (ay that the Particles of Letter 
Air,' Waiter,' Fire, -^t her,- Vapors, Ex* V. 
halations,' 'are; without all queftion* in 
perpetual’ - Motion.^ You confefs the 
Motion’of the imperceptible little Bo-- 
dys 'that flow ' from all -greater vifible! 
l^dys,' which by 'their -Size,'* Figure^ 
Number, and' ' Motion, operate on our 
Senfes, ' ahd' produce the' ieveral Seri* 
fttions; arid' Ideas' we have of Colors^ 

Taftes, Smells, Hear, Gold, • and the 
' Iike.-'''But-yOu‘ appeal -at-the fame'time 
tOi my SenfeS) ihdit 'there 'are 'fame Bod^s 
in ‘atrfolute^Reftt as weti-'as others in ab^ 
folute Motion \ and you inflance Rocks, 

Iron; Gold, 'Lead, ^ Timber, ’and fuch 
other things as do not fuddenly change 
their-Situatiori- 'M'ithout 'fbm’e external 
Forces To this I anfwer, that your 
Rcalbn,' and not your Senles are the 
true Judges* in 'this cafe; 'th'o I own ' ^ 

that your Senles can never deceive you, ^ 
if you call your Reafon to their- Aflif* 
tance: andtothefe in corifult together 
I*, fear not likewil'e to appeal, as to 
thole very Examples you have alledg’d. 

But you 'muft always diftinguifli be- 
rween the internal Energy, Autoki- 
nefy, or eflential Action of all Matter, 
without Which it couM be capable of 

O no 
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I^tter^ ooparticular Alteration or pi viHon; and ' 
Y/. the external' local Motipri or Change^ 
of Place, which are but the various Mo- 
difications of, the effentjai' A£Uon a^ 
their Subject ; the particular Motions 
b^ing determin’d by other more pre- 
valent Motions, to be .direft pr eir- 
cular, faft,or flow, con tipp’d^ or inter- 
rupted, according to thei .opcurreott 
fubfequent, or circumambient Motions 
of other Bodys ; no part of< Matter 
being without its own internal £nergy,,i 
however thus.- determin’d hV the neigh- 
boring Parts according as ;their parti- 
cular Determination is (Ironger o^ 
weaker, yields or refifts^; and> thcfe 
again continue to be vary’d after (bmC) 
Other manner by the next 4 and foevery, 

^ thing proceeds in cndlefs Changes, that 
is (as 1 maintain) in perpetual Motioo; 
Now all the local Motions imaginable 
being acknowledg’d Accidents, increaf- 
ing, altering, diminifhitlg, and perifhing» 
without the Definition of the-Subjet 
which they modify, or in which they; 
exift, this, Sub jet cannot be wholly, 
imaginary, a mere abfirated Notipt^ 
but ibmething real and pofitive. £x- 
tenlion cannot be this Subjet, -fincc 
- the Idea of Extenfion docs not nixcf- 
. . . . ‘ o farily 
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farily infer any Variety,; Aheratiort, Or -Letter 
Motion; and therefore (as I faid juft .V. 
.now) it muft be Afiion, fince , aft ^ 

thofe Motions ‘are but the different 
■.Modifications of Aftion, as all parti- 
.cular. fiodys or Quantitys are but the 
different Modifications of Extenfion. 

Of. Solidity or Impenetrability I ftiall 
put you in mind in its due place, and 
Ihow how thefe three effential Attri- 
butes or^ Property s are infeparable, and 
do co operate. ’ ' . * . . , i 

i8. 'BUT not to forgtt the Appeal 
to. our Senfes, wou’d not you believe 
.with the Vulgar that the 'Stars are rio 
bigger than ordinary Tapers, that the 
Sun and Moon are no‘ more than ,a 
Foot or two in breadth, .if your Rea- 
fbn had not computed -the Diftance 
betweien your 'Eyes and thofe Bodys, 

•and meafiir’d their real Bulk by their ' 
Appearances in fuch a diftance, with the 
other proper Arguments which I need not 
repeat to one that knows ’em (b well? 

Is it not the fame thing as to the 
diftinguiibing the fixt Stars from the 
Planets, and underftandihg the true 
Motion of the latter, which is very ' 
different from what the Senfes exhi- 
bit? I will not defeend lb low as a 
O 2 ftreight 
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'•'Letter ftreight Stick appearing crooks •ifiithe • 
•V. 'Water, or the Colors onithe,Ncck of 
a- Dove 4 nor (bar fo :high as ihe(Heai, 
'Cold,; Relifhes; Und Odors, :that are 
not in the- things/ thfm(elves,.r;which 
■ We denominate, from thefe Seh'iatibns. 

• But'^to corrie home to;the .Subje£i we 
< have 'in' Hand;- is not local Motion it 
•lelf .fbm'etimes fo flow, that it is:not 

• perceiv’d by our. Senfes,' no diftinguifli- 

!able;'Removal..from.one Poiot;to ano- 

• • 

ther, tho the Motion goes conffantly 
on all this while, and that we are 
iconyinc’d' of it at laft by', undoubted 
-Elfefts and vifible Intervals,; a$ in, the. 
-Hand of . a: Clock or the Shadow.. of a 
tDyal And fo it is in . Motions that 
'are extremely fwift, where no SuccelEon 
isdiflinffly obierv’d, as in..the Paflage 
;of a Biiller, or the like. .< Toijudg of the - 
fiodyiof'a Man or any other. Animal 
by- the external Surface^ it 'wou’d (eem 
to have as little internal local Motion 

/ j 

(not to fpeak- now of its infeparabie. 
Atlion) as Lead, or Gold, or Srone ; nor 
wou’d we make a different Judgment 
of any Tree* or Plant, .And yet un« 
le(s every Particle of a Tree .were in 
motion, it cou’d neither receive ,Aug- 
'mentation when it ‘grows,: nor Dimi- 
nution vvLcn'.i it decays, i ; Your Skill 

• 
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in Anatomy, join d to common Expe- Letterl 
wepce.'jV^riil'^ot .’let ypu;queftion but V/ 
that ,aU,, ^bq Particles, of) Animals, are ^ 
in ;perpetual;Motiqnj as. wejl as thofej 
of - Plant?, r. growing,') decaying, trad-; 
piring^'.dijTojyipg, corrupting, becom-< 
ing fat 'pf dean,; hot ;or, cold,- tho.the, 

Man . jits jiill, or the' Bead, h ^alleep, 
or the; Tree Bands Ext. in- its. placeii 
The Circulation of the, Blood and. Sap 
to eyerydmaginable; Part, are now-no 
^cretsrin Natural Philofbphy. - Nor is 
jiron,;,Stone, Gold,’ .or Lead* . niore .ypid 
of this internal Motio.o: than , thole 
they, call, fluid, Bodys^^ ,tqr; .ptherwife 
they . cou*d<. never undergo.- thofe Alte- 
rations .whjch Air, pr’i ^ire, or .Water, 

.br any,tiiipg elfe produces ,in- them. 
fBut tnOp-,^j\ ',,tbeiri being .reduc’d into 
_tt)e(e Forces, from ‘a precedent different 
ScatCi.thp; by, their continqaf wearing, 
and; ^nal. jCbange of FlgWe» . *tisj cer- 
tain that, their. Parts, are, always , in 
;lDOtion,j. yet, .they are not fo .eafily nor 
^^qaicUly,,;detjecmin*d by, pther. circum- 
'^mbie^ (Options, (thp .there, are that , 
,<fo*.it ;,Yery.: fyddenl,y) . to, change their 
[Form., or'iSuuat ion .perceptibly, to ..onr 
^$enfes;;,,whichmade:Feopte imagine t.hat 
.their., had no Motion at alL‘ npr any 
'txxaliar D.:termt lations. 

O } 19. N E- 
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19. N E V E R THE L JE SS’tbc rer^ 
remaining of fiich -Bodys Hrf one •'place 
is a real Aflion, the Ef^arts'atuJ.'.Re- 
fiftance • of this Parcel being - equal fpf 
fome time to the- determinitng Motions 
of - the neighboring' Bodys_ that- aft 
.upon it, and ' that- will- not ; fuffer * it 
to pals certain Bounds ; -which is- eafi-; 
ly ^underftood from what I have al- 
ready no left copioufly' than- plainly 
iaid of the humberlefs^Tucccliiye 'De- 
terminations of Motion ,''bf''".whic^i 
this is one kindj -and 'c'allM,,by - thd 
People Reft; to' diftinguilb'; that Stat<b 
of ^dy from the local 'Motions that 
ere’ vifible. - -A* Body that de.lcends by 
Gravity or the ftronger Impulft of othef 
Bodys, as itsowrilmpulle^s fttoi^gerihah 
the Determinations ihat‘yield,'io itoh 
•the way, 'is rib left in - Aftibp ' that it 
is refilled- from a^dvancitig' further by 
'the yet ftrbri'ger Refiftanrce' of ' the 
’•Earth, and hinder’d frotn' going back 
by an equal Pfeffure fiotif .the Bodys 
behind it,- than % Ship is’ wi^buc Aot- 
on, if the Force of the Wind blowitig 
■ towards the ^rnoUth' of the ' River, be 
equal to'thit'bf the' Tide 'flowing to- 
yvards- the Spring of it : for jdt’.eithef 

■ ' •’x V •' t ‘ i* 

- • . I \ k4 t if Vi- jit • - 
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^totiofi iffential to Matter, 

' 6 f‘ thefc' get the better .of ’ the' other, 
the Ship r^ils. But all this while 
^'he Ship waS; depriv’d only of one fort ol 
^otipnj.' aqd ndtpf all Effort or Aftion^ 
po .'more than Iron, pr :|..cad, or Gold’ 
whole Parts, by thfeir’ oyyn^, internal 
Motion, ahd . by the Motions of the 
cifcuoiamDient Bpdys, ,‘are perpetually 
(growing Jahd increafing,' or wearing^ 
inoldriogr clecaying, changing, and per 
rifbing.iti .Ibme other' manner to' 
imperceptible ^ till by the' RuE or 
Tarnilh on their Surface, by theAugr 
Mentation or Diminution of theif 
(^ntity, the Alteration of their Fortn 
or Figure/ .or by fome othejr fenfiblP 
EffeQis, we are intirely convinc’d ojf 
It at laft./ Since Reft therefore is but 
ft certain Determination of th.e ‘ Morion 
pf B^ys, ' a real of Aftion" of Refif 
tance between equal Motions, ’cis plain 
that this is" no abiblute Ina£livity among 
Rodys, but poly a relative Repofe with 
rclpeft to other Bodj^s that fenfibly 
change tbqr place. . 

20. 1 r, the Vulgar taking local 

Motion (as .they do all other Rela- 
tions) for a real Being, have thought 
HeR a Privation, or that Motion was 
' O 4 Adion, 
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Lette^ Aftion, and that Reft was a Paffion^; 
y.^ ^hereas every Motion is as weh a Pafljon' 
jh rerpeft^of the Body that' gav^ it .thd 
laft D^etermlnatioo, as'it’ i^' ah Aftion’ 
tompar’d to' the Bodyr thar it'’5eter- 
mine's neic/yBut the tiirnihgof t)ieft! 
and fuch' Wor.<^' from, a, yditive t’Q 
an abfolute/ Signifkatibn,' has occa- 
ftbn’d moft of the Errors and Dirputes’ 
on' this Sub^jeft: However the beft Phi^- 
lofbphers and’Matbematician’s,' notwith- 
'ftanding their making Motion* extrane- 
ous and Reft eftential' to Matter, havQ 
/airly acknowledg’d the aftuil conftaric 
potion 6f^ every Part being oblig’d t(J 
this by the irreftftible Eviderice^of ‘ Rea- 
'/pciand Experience. The^ 'grant thkt 
ithe fame ince flan t Changes and Motions 
appear 'in , the Bo'dys under ground, as 
. in thofe ■'aboue^it ;'\yhiph is cbnfi^ 
hot only ty; thd nature ‘of the^^ 

Bed^of . EarthVw/,M“^®5^ Qoarrys’, 
py the generation' of Metals* ’and Mi- 
nerals,* but’alfo by.the djppearances of 
all other Tubterranean ‘Boc(ys\‘and Fof- 
fils. They own that all the Phacnoi 
mena of. Nature, rauft be.ejcplfUn’d by 
Motion, by the'A^^ion of aRthmgs on 
.one another, ‘ according 'to' mechanick 
Principles. . *Afid ’liylo/’in effeCt that 
. \ . they 
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they account for all the Diverfitys in 
Natiitie, for the elemenury and fenfi-'' 
bie ^alitys^, the; Forihs,'* Fi- 

gures?,' Mixtures, "or otheV Modifica- 
tions and Alterations'of Matter,- “|Tho(e 
who ’think ‘the moft truly and nicely 
tHerefore on, 'local' Mation,J* confider 
the^'Points' frohn' which and to which 
the Pody napves','‘;not "as^ ih; abfolute 
Re^6le, biit only’, as 'quiefcelic' with 
refpeii td the' Motion 'of' that Body : 
and tho Mr.^N^E w^t o n rbe deem’d 
an ! ‘Ad voca te/’ for .* cxcendedf^ ^npOr po- 
Veal'^S'pade,';yet he 'declares' that per-^ 
haps 'no' one;'' Body, is in abfolute Reftj 
^h’^,'^; perhaps '.nb' *' immovable' bodily 
tester Is' to 'be found in Nature and 
In ■'f He place Jifi^ eiprefTes ‘ himfelf in 
tihe^^/^j Words : Xh^.. Xulgtir attrihute 
%ffiftthce ’to '(juUfcenty and ' impuljfe' to 
movent Bodys")' $ut‘ Motion an X Reft ^ 
commonly co’ncelil* d, , are only^ refpec- 

*«l * » I '■ >» » ! li. J ip i I,. 

L. f . .1 ■ . . -"yvl' 

' Fieri enim potcft ut nullum re vera quiefcat'Cor- 
pus, ad quod loca niotufque referantur. Pag. 7. 

■*'Hafteh'us cxpoftii matusCorporum attraftorum ad 
Centrum immobile, quale tamen vix cxtat in rcrum 
Natura. Pag.^ida. ... 4 

VulguSj Refiftentiam.,quiclccntibus &,Impetum 
moventibus tribuic j fed Motus & C^uies, uti vulgo 

‘ * conci- 
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Letter tivelf^dijiingu^*d from one another^ nor, 

, ;:V. ere thof? things dway 's in . trtu BjtPdfd 
' ’ which' dire vulgarly confide f d us rfuiefcenfl. 

Thus far that defervedly admir’d Au-r 
thor, ' who has ieen t;fae fartheft.'of .ali 
JAeh living imp the aSual State of 
Jidatter ; arid indeed alUPh'yficks ought 
jo be dehorn mated , from the . Title he 
has given to the firft Book of his Pnn» 
ciples, viz.'o/’ the Motion of Bodjs, ’ . 

21. I NEED’ riot, ask yoiir par-, 
don, SIR, for being ^,fo partici|lafj 
both; became it was t your requeft to 
me,' and for the fake^of thofe whp 
are igndrarit of inanjr things which | 
blight fuppofe ,to you, ,atjd to wHoiij 


venture to cianclude'that 
tial ip Matter, fihee it' iniift be the 
real Subjeft of all thole Modifications 
which are call’d local Motions, Chan- 
ges^ Differences, pr Diverfitys ; and 


>\ •* 


ir^ 


• . I . » ' 


fj i ir rr 

... 

concipi^itur, rel^ftu Iblp diftinguuritttr "ab invieem, 
neque lempcr vere qaicfciin; qu^ vulgo onquam qui- 


efeentia fpeftantur. Pagt a.* 


princi- 


Motm ejfet^i'al to Matter. jo j 

priritipally. • Becaufe' ablblute :'RepofeV Letw 
dti iirhich tji'e .Imftivity or LijlTipifli- , ,Y, 
pels of 'Matt^ was-' bujlt,’; is. .entirely O'V^ 
deftroy’dj and provM no where to exift.' 

This vulgar Error of :ablblure. Reft was 
occafiofl’d by tHe’Appearahce's ofheavyi 
hatdj^'^’and .bulky Body s ; ' ahd' fedng 
they did' not chsnge. that ft.rong Dete? 
rtijpa.tioq '(which 'the People' did -‘not 
coricttye’ to be' ain 'Aiftion) but by ‘ much 
Ifrorigcr Deterijiinatrons, whole Eflefts 
’were' obvious' tp'their Sehles,- they cdn‘' 
.eluded; firft that there was 'art ablolutc 
Reft,' and lecbndly ‘that all Bodys wbu’d^ 
continue in tha'^ State .without %tne 
'foreign. Movery;' ■\ybich' they' imagin’d 
■'not ‘to be. Matter,; fihee all Bodys were 
M^tttef , and ‘that what Was natural tb 
■the' Pkrts, was lb to the Wholp; ' At 
'Icaft; the’Philoibphcrs ma'de'fuch 'Ihfe* 

'itincis from the Notion of Reft,- Which 
they' learnt from their Educatibn, ’and 
.from the foie Judgment .of, their Senfes: 
for! 'none is born a Divine; ‘Philolbpher, 
'br'Pdi'tician, and therefore .every man 
at ]the' beginning, ftands bn' the lame ' 
‘ground 'with the Vulgar, receiving the 
iame' Prejudices and Imprelfibns ; and 
however he may 'extricate himlelf from 
‘many. Errors: yet if he leaves any in . 

” " ) polTeflion 
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letter polTeilion uoexamin’d, be Qiall always. 

V.' “ reafoa himlelf into Cqntradi£ii6ns oi5 
Abfurditys from., that Principle, tho 
othecwife juffly reckon’d a wife and 
able Perfbn. . Since therefore there is no 
fucb abiblute Reft in thole Examples 
you have brought, and that on the con* 
trary every other .Parcel, of Matter^. 
well as thefe, are in',ah(bluje Moiiqp, 
you Ihou’d not fide with fuch Philor 
Ibphers, as were either the moft TuperY 
ftitious,or the Icaft perspicacious ;. , nor 
ought you to argue at all from a vulgar 
Error: but feeing ,that.,evcry Part, of 
Matter is prov’d to be always in’^mp- 
. tioD,. .you fhou’d conclude, that Motion 
is efleotial to the Whole, Vfor the ‘.fame 
reafbn that you think Ektenfioh to be 
fb 3 becaufe every Part is extended. 

' To-all that- will , think without Biafi, 
Experience renders thefe Cafes , parallel, 
and Re'afdn evidently deiiionftratesit.f^ 


. 22 ..I HAVE induftfioufiy omitted 
to fpeak any thing of the refative‘,.Mq- 
’tiohsof-.allthofeBodys conceiv’d to be 
in Repofe ; and I (ball but hint them 
now, to put you in mind that: at thfe 
fame lime they ceafe hot to be abfplute. 
i Every thing in the Globe of our Earth 

‘Xwhich 
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(which is as true, of all the other 'Pla- Letter 
nets) partakes of its conftant Motion ; V. 
for the Motion of the Whole is . but the ursTV 
Sum total of the Motion of the Parts ;> \ 
which is not only plain from the Rea- 
fon of the thing it -ielf, but al(b from 
the proportion^le Force that is necef- 
(ary .either to imprels avnew Deter- 
mination on any Body, or to (fop the 
Determination it has already acquir’d, 
for the one cannot be lels than, the 
other. Tho all the,a(Egnable Parts of 
a Ball in Motion are at red with re- 
fpeffto. one another, or to their places 
in the Ball ; .yet < none will fay, but . 
that they, are all in a£fual Motion as 
Parts of the Ball, and in relation to 
every thing without it. So a PalTenger 
(hares the Motion of a Ship under Sail, 
to (ay nothing of the fpeci(ic Motions 
of his human Syltcm ; tho he’s con- 
ceiv’d to beatre(f, with regard to the 
place wherein he fits, or to the other 
Parts of the Ship, which, notwith(fand> 
iog,. the Mot ion of the Whole, keep the 
(ame Dilfance.and Polition with refpeft 
to him. 1 have likewife dropt but a 
.word .(in the fifteenth Paragraph), of 
the Centripetal Force, by which - all 
the Bodys of the < Earth are drawn or 
2 tend 
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Letter tend towards its -Center (as all'otherfi 
V. to the proper Centers of’ their Motions) 
A^VXlnor have I mention’d a fyllable of* the 
centrifugal Force^ hy which they en- 
deavour ro recede from the Center in a 
ftreigbt Line, if they are nototherwife 
determin’d by fume ffronger Caule : as a 
Srono whirl’d about in a Sling is detain’d 
in its Orbit by the Leather, the String 
of which; being Ifretchtby the Motion 
of- the Scone, is contracted cowards the 
Stone k felf, by its Efforts to fly off 
direCtly^ in every- point of the Circle 
it defetibes ; and at the fame time >ic is 
equally conrrafted towards the -man’s/ 
Hand ; ^ whence it* follows, that rhfc ~ 
Center approaches as much to the Stone 
as the Stone does to the Center,' ^which 
yet does not always happen for many 
reafons. Notable Eflefts depend on 
thefe Forces the nearer they are to being 
' equal, or the ftronger 'one of ’em is 
than the other ; wherefore the centri- 
petal being much greater than the cen- 
trifugal Force of tl2 Parts of the Eaftb, 
taking in likewife the Atmofphere, is 
one main‘rea(bn that it never lofes'any 
of its Matter, and that it always con- 
tinues of 'the fame Bulk or Difnenlioiis, 
the Centripetal Force of Gravity tbaedei- 

tains 
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'Utes the ftveral Bodys in their Orbit; Letter 
being confidcrably ftronger than the V. 
centrifugal Force of Motion, by which 
they iftrive to 6 y ofF in the Tangent; 

theCaulesof thele Forces be what 
^hey will, they art unanfwerable Ar- 
guments to ray purpofe of a' perpetuaf 
Motion in all things. But I (hall write 
no more concerning them, left I inlen- 
fibly ingage my lelf in a Difpute with 
you about the nature of Gravity, as 
whether the weight of Bodys be always 
proportionable , to their (^antity of 
Matter ; that is, whet her there be more 
Matter there^is more weight in sl 
cubic Foot of I l).ead chan ' in a cubic Foot 
of Cork, whiiih, I know, you itiain- 
tain after no contemptible Philofbphers i 
or whether the fame Quantity of Matter 
^ containM in* the fame Dimenfions of 
Mercury,'. 'Gold, Silver, Iton, Leadi 
Earth, Water,, Cork, or Air, tho their 
fpeCiftc Grayitys be (b ' different front’ 
each other,- proceeding partly frotn ex*^ 
tcroal Preffures, and partly from thole 
interna] Stru^ures or ModiHcacions' 
which give their common Matter thofe’ 
various Forms that conftitute their Spe*^ 
cies, and are diftinguilb’d by their Gra-' 

' vity|^as they areby their Figures, Co-- 

lors. 
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Lettef lors, Taltes,* Smells/ 6r any' othcr^' Af- 
V. fc£Hons,.i arifing from, their pecmliar 
Difpofit iotv from the Adion of other 
Budy?.,;oi\>from lOur Senfes and !magi« 
natioi). ' -This is my own Opinion) 
whatever be my reafons ’for it; befides,* 
that were Gravity an effential Attribute,' 
and not a particular Mode of Matter, 
the fame , things wou’di equally ponde- 
rate in-a.ll- places and circumftancesi as 
they arc pevei y whcrejequally • folid or 
equally extended ; nor.wou’d- they 'vary 
in the Betardariom oc: Acceleration; of 
their Defoent in various, Diftances^fro'iil 
the Center^ .v With me-. thtTefore' Gra- 
vity infers no,; Vacuum j ( as Ii toldo you 
before in the fourteenth Pdfagraiphy.^nd 
is but. on^ of .the many ModcsofAQiton^ 
fcowevcf; rhisi Dcrerminiicibn happens/ 
wfoch ^t-prefenc- we (half not examine ; 
its^r^l ^Exiftepce being'detiy’A byi-iid 
body, ,;and. the Quantilys. and Propor- 
tions of Motion • proccedirig^frora.'Gra.- 
vity, or-tbp, mutual Adion pf, particular 
Bodys :ip;t$is refpcQ, being Tio 'be s-calJ 
cplated from'Faft and :Obfcrvation,Jbe 
their phyTical iCaufes:, wbac you plcafe; 
For tlie,fau>e i reafons I'.:(haH 'pats *by’ 
the Artra^fion. of. the ’ Planets,' -their' 
gravitating, or a£iing.any other way oi> 

one 
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one anotHer; ^ i as ’cis < certain not i orily Ltttei* 
ibom thet Influence ot/! the Sun^^thi V. 
Tides: occafibn’d by che Moon," and^by 
(evcralr otherl'. Arguments, that they 
very tensatfcably .aflt^I each other,' ao-' 
cotiding' to I their Magnitude, Figurej 
Diflqnces, aind Fofition.j 

• i [ -O o:!M b:,-; •■•f' -jrj fJ 

:! .'2 jj T H ATi Motion ft advehtitions 
t0 . Mattery; that it has actually fepar^te 
. a'fld'ihdepetsdehc'.Papts^ 'that there' is a' 

Void, or.' incorporeal Space,’ are not t he* 
hhiy; Mi (lakes occaflonM by fhe-Ndiioti 
pflablbluDe Refl.'j For Jchofe PhiIof 9 -> 
phers' who were the lead fuperflifiOtfi^^ 
and «yho; id(l>k’d the moft narrowly incO 
the'Nftiire of thin^, have taught tbat'alf 
Matter vhs animated, as well every Pai^ 
tide of Aiiri)dr Water^^or Wood,'or lron,( 
or Stotie^sia aBriiteyOr the^wholi^ 

Maft- ^efcher ; being r oaturaily led , 
intotliis Cbheeir’,. becaufe having learnd 
from ochdrsrthaii Mutter 'was efrentially^ 
iha£Hve ^ (from which Pf^ddice' tHey 
d id ' :ii 6 r ’ take ca re to' ! free > t hcmlelVes -)i 
and ybt >(uKJing~by Experiehbe all> und* 
cvcryiPflrcicfeof Matter' 10’ be’ih' mO** 
lion; andiiodieving . likewiie ‘that'^Life' 

' wasLdiffbfcnt ; from the organiz’d i Body y 
they ^concluded thw :the: Caufe'of this' 

P Motion 
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Option wa$i Tome' Bcing^ . intimately 
y. to Matter however I inodily’<f, 

^qd^that lit' was inlcparaHe'froii»;>tthle 
fame. i JBut thb pretended 'Anitnation is 
utterly u(ele(s^ foxe Matter has Morion 
pf- it (elf,, andithac there is no reallRet 
' ' pole.' Thele enlivening Philofophcri 
were divided into fevcral Clafles ; lb 
fD^ny ^xpedjentsiare'. rieciiflki-^' to put 
(bme face of. Truth upon lErrori Sonw 
of ,’en>» as the Stpics,: held this jLife eo . 
hejaiSioul of'^jthccWorW, ocoiextehddd 
wi|h ,;Matt)er/yj inlinuated abd' . iidfusM 
thrOiphe whdbeand every> 'pact 'thereof, 
^ingiit ielf fifentially icorpoixal^itho 
iuh 0 itely<.hner 7 than all 'otbbn iBodya, 
in refpe£b of its. Subtilty^Ianii 
A(Q:i6n, were. reputed extremely "gioft i 
l^ut the univetfai Soul i. of tbqil^atiool^ 
.W!as! immatetiai, !6nd d /. pumorfipitit; 
Others,; asnSTit ATo; oEflLainpftciiyjf 
and. the ' modern .HyJozoicks,?ic!aughc 
thdt ; the! particlesiof: Murtcr 7hdd ■ Life, 
and alfo^tlcgtee of iTfaonghty ocvaf dw 
iicft Peroeptiooiwitbout any Roflefljidn ^ 
qOiwhich. H;fi&A'C;L'iT;us!e£loldit dnd 
lately Sp i jnqs a, added Utfafenfl^ndin^ 
or reflex A^fsfc without ever hdn6ving!th0 
DifficUltys. aj^rentJy;) offering f^hem* 
fclvcs’againftjueh a prccatidusJHypothe- 

pcnoi/* ‘I fis, 
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*1”, *' ,** ’ 'f *’ 

fisjtiotas rhuch as fhowing (thotliisCort- 'Letter 
■fcioufilels.'w'ere granted) how the ftvc-, . V. 
"ral reafonirig Particles cou’d’ agree to- 1 
getber to form the fame Body or Syftt^, 

‘or to'jfeparate or join fb, 'regularly oh 
certain oCcafibns, without any. jarring 
Of cliahge' of Opinions, as to their 'be- 
jing better or worfe , in other ^ places, 
.fingle^Or in nuraerduj Cortipariy'; rtOr 
'ho'w,“ tfio ail' the Partides’of a.Man 
have Senfeand'lJndei'ftMding, he' find's 
but ‘ohe ruch'Facuity';in''’himfe^ 
that' Paiulty 'exerting i«Opetatidbs only 
ir^One place^. No Jeis rotiianfic'is the 
plaftic'Life of other Philofbphers,; which 
f according, id its itibdern Kevivdr,‘'the 

isVnot 'mateHall but an 'inferior fbrt 'of 
Spirit' without Senlation .'o'r. Thoughi^ 
yet endu’d .with a' vital Operatibfl .arid 
E ne rgy }'. i he (e jPlaft i cs ' le em ih'g ' to "di (- 
fer with'the HylozOlcs only ab'out'Wprds, 
tho pretending amighty Difagreetrienf, 
to keep dear, Lfuppofe, of, the abfurd 
or invidious Coblequences charg*d|On . 
their Opinions ; as the fanfenifts'and 
eajvinifts ' treat one , a.nOther about 
Predeftinationi in which Dbftrin ' they 
certainly mean jhe^ fame- thing, t not- 
withrtanding thenice'difUnftionsdf the’ 

P 2 Janfenifts. 
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,Letter JanfeniAs.- Butj all thefe,,.Hypoibefes 
' V. are. (b , many vifibie Shifts to/accouhc 
, for the aftual Motion of inaftive Mat- 

ter,"ahd to avoid bringing God every 
Iniomentori the ,ftage, arid, letting him 
awork on all.oceafions, nay iri>ll AQi* 
oris without diAln£liori, arid this too by 
• an abfoliite arid' unavoidable .Neceflity. 
.Thus; far of fuch as provided external 
or.' foreign Movers of Matter ; and '4* 
‘fpr, thole who' ■ allow’d rit riaturalfy' in- 
a^ive, brit .alTigri’d, no Caufe for' its 
Motioril ; as .X n'.Cxi M a.nder'’, 'A- 
NAxiMENES, and lorac other. An- 
^tient?, ; rioir. any .Caufe either c^^’its IMo- 
'tigri or •.Cogitation,' as Sp ikps a a- 
. itforfg the Moderns :• the(e,jI4ay.,; are 
•.ilri p.Kijolbphical 'as., to' delgrVe "rid , fur- 
‘tber Hiftdry, and have always afofded 
'^Stqfof.Triritriph'tot^ 
mliftsV and Plaftics, or reckon .,ctn by 
<viiat other Names dr D'iftributlons^ voo 
may, . .think more ^proper. ■ , 

' iit; ,.fi U T thV rtoft ririiyerftl MiP* 

‘take proGcedi rig .frorii the 
aftivity of Matter is'th'e^ 
mfi'ri'ite,'/ extended,, and yet; incorporeal 
Space'^ifBecaule greaf riJattcK .are built 
.'on this fubftantiil Space, arid that men 

^ t i' ’ t ‘ t • t . I . 
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of griwt Name and Merit have cdun*’ £*:tter’ 
tenanc’d it by their’ Approbation, I . V. 
(hall give you the Hiftoiy 'of“^his 
Opinion, as I have done of the reft j 
tno I« might juftly 'negleft it' after 
having prov’d Matter to ' be effentially 
active, and that its general Motion Ava^ ( 
the immediate Subje£l of 'all the'par> 
ticular motive Determinations, as 'Ex- 
tendon is the immediate Subje£l of, the 
leveral Figures and' QuanticysV for it 
was likev^iie to 'help fluggifh Matter 
to' Motionj 'that this Space-' (as the 
room of ;its A^ipn') \Vas -principally de- 
vis’d i but- Mat ter nor being inaftive, nor 
wanting to'have Mbtipn* continually im- 
preft by an external Agent, Spaicc may be 
exterminated from Philofophy, as ufe- 
lefs and imaginary. •; Extenfion is grant- 
ed > on’ alt hands to be inftnice, for it 
cannot be terminated by Inextenfion^ 
and the Demonftrations for this are To 
univcrfally*^ known and acknowledg’d, 
that 1' (hall not trouble you with re- 
peating them. • No left infinite is M it- 
icri when conceiv’d as an extended thing, 
for you cinimagin no' bounds of ir,- to 
which you may not add more Extenfion 
infinitely^ and rliercfore if it be ho: j- 

ally infinite,' its Finitenefs muft proceed 

P } from 

s / 
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Letter, from (bme oUjer^aolt; ^dkl^S/its ExtcH’*, 

Vi fion, Thofe Wrbp mainpio’d i^attcr so bo 
^oite upoa phipfophical grounds^ imJh 
gin’d' it to, , be , jq^diye, tJiwifibJfe . iotp 
farts independent and vyisb 

yacapt InrerJiin^s; wbtcb'-.faws- wefs 
(icavy or li^t ;Qf,_tberniclvpi,,and rliad 
various Figure^,a^ wdUs degr^apf Mo- 
ticjn, ^whexi yioiiptly (ofc’d ppt^pf; thcin 
natural ftatejof Thi§.ineceffarily; 

led^’em to fupp<^ finite Extenbons, ac 
[|Iwt they allow’d ■ ano- 
ther Extepfron^ ? which.? was . inbnitc- 
And itliepptbeyi,.cop’d pot j but. ipake 
thofa, Extenfipns^;.eflentiajly: diiFerenc 40 
Otlipr I refpc4^ . \ j , tbef , ooe , ;ia)tnovablo, 

iinpepetiablpj.sndivifible, upcbapgeabl«i 

lippiQgeneal, jncorporeah ;3nd p all-coq-; 
talning; tiie^ other movable^ penetrablei 
divifible, changeable, heterogeoeal, cor -5 
poreal,andcpiuain’d! tl^onobotpkening 
infinite Space, jand the other pprjticular 
Eodys. But this wholeDiftinction is hoik 
on fuppofidg the thing in queftion* and 
by 'the equivocal Signification' of, ihq 
words Place, Whole, Parts, . Panicles^ 
Divifibility, or, the like; and therefore 
after they took it for granted that 
Matter was finite, divided into Parts, 
that it wanted Motion from elfewhere, - 
:: ; ; and 
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and M a ^^o^d Place \^hefeiti'to a£f , tlieh Lettei* 
they- e(fablHh’d«'tWs Wheel Within^ d V. 
WhecF^ one Extenfib^ penetrating 'tWSj 
another,' as if Mbdes’ t^ete penetrated 
by their Shbjcft. But all'^th^ SuppO'- 
fitions being (as F have often told you) 
only the ' Confequer^j of the 1031^1 
Suppofition, that Matter was ihadive, 
and the contrary of this' or the eiTen- 
tial Motion of it bcirig already ' de- 
monftrated;' there is 'no reafon riot' tb 
think Matter ' infinite, arid that,.* bs 
Nothing -has no Property s’, (b •that' the 
acknowledg’d infini te E^tenfion belongs 
to this ‘infinite 'Sbbjeft, which is ipfi^ 
niteiy modify’d in Its Morion^’ Ekten- 
fion,- and other infcpatable Attributes. ’ 


' 25. F r< 5 'H T ' conclude' here,’ 
S I R- ;'but to put this ' matter 1 beyond 
all doubt With you, I (hall be 'at i 
Htrlo 'more ‘ pains tolhow- how all 
things,' which they attribute to Space 
-and BOdy^as their elfemia I Differences,' 
do ■ Wholly 'belong without any contra- 
diftiori to 'infinite Matter : fori grarit 
that'thelc Propertys 'have a real Ex^ 
iftence," and' tho feemingly oppofifej 
they are but' the Affediorts of- the fame 
Subjeft ' under various" Confideratiorisi 
P 4 When 
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variolas 

^ or^ :if’ J'ou 

I, the j Pfr^jSv/rfln^ W. W^,. and 
^agine. proppr^ I^t^arysj to ^pei;ra in 
,^9r^Pp5 , of , M^tcr^ ‘j • wh icb fepafatc 
-^od; diftjqgu/fh^^th^fn froqi;all.the reft, 
^Aflencq caoiq priginally, th9.,2^pripn;,of 
Jj iPfd i huc,\yi^epj \^’e confider inBoicc 
Space ^ impenetrable, iromoya>le, ,in; 
^lyjvP*^* vf^e P^ace .yhich -ieeeives, all 
wnerein they move and are 
coma^nd, it fejf b^ng -void .ofi all 
,Vliange, l^prm, or Figure; ,‘thcD, on 
VC abftraa the infinite 
Subject from the finite Modifi^tions, 
Whole- from ^tbe^ Parts^ JSTow 
let . apply .this. Doarin .in'- particular 
fnaances.^ Since nothing cap hc/^dded 
ja lpfinite nor. taken away^frpm ic^.ithe 
canj iwither iikreajfc npr di, 
iiUniQi, ■ there^ being no platje, tyithout 
i^.fi?.vhich you .may, remove ^what 
Pi9M ‘divide from j‘c, or from which 
ypd W prmg.j whw youtadd to-ic-: 
ccnrequentJy.^.it is immovable and, in- 
diyifiblc ; and, alfo .without all. Figure 
r«ice,.it has nq'Bounds or Limits j 

A q and 
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«o, finite Quantity ^ 
tbo, pey.er fo often fo^witcd, ;cao.!equal 
or* meafure its EYteofion; i .Theieforc ' 
wh^n [Wj 5 (ay^nbat Sfjoqe is aH‘COritain» 
mean jt,, of, .infinite. Mawer, 
to ‘dUtioguiih .tbe . Whole from '.the 
Parts, which yet arc not different from 
theiiWhole. r When ■ we l fay .it per- 
ip^ates all things^. ja/e abftra6,the Ex* 
tenfiot^ of Matter; frodi its ofh<;t 'Pro- 
pertjis yi.and fo we dd, .'when yn Qiy 
it’s iocorppreal, ;nOt .;tben confidering 
it- other wife' th^n ,a&.ithe .Mathona- 
ricians in Points^ or Lines, or^rfaces. 

affirm lit;, isione,' we. znean 
thac.itis infinite' and r indivifible L’lfbr 
there’s i but * oi» .Uniyerfe, tho ■ there 
may. be; numberjeft ; Worlds.. ’.'When 
we;fay it is the t Place of all things, 
we fignify that;it is the Subjeftof its 
own Modificationsj Whether. Motions, 
I^iguies,, or. others, j When we fay it’s 
homogeneal, . we mean .that Matter, is 
ever; tliJc fame, be. the Modifications of 
it .^yer fo various. -And laftly, when 
we (ay , that finite iBodys cannot cxift 
without an infinite Spac^,< we .only fay 
that they cannot be unlefs they arc ; for 
their own Solidity or. their Refped* to 
other fhings is all their Place, abftrafting 
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Lmer fromtbeUniverfe'df which they areP^rts, 
.V. of whofeiofinite Motion,' Solidity^* and 
Extediof), tbey ififHtcjy' partake for 
infinite Matter is the veal Space and Place, 
as veil as the real Subjeft of its own par- 
iriculaTiFortionsand Modification^ '^’ 
vonD^y.jJi ■> . -..v ,i 

- .^.'Y O U -mayrnow perceive how 
^ this 'Notion- of sabfclute Space was • 
foriii’d, r partly by ^ gratuitous Suppo^ 
ficioos^ as that Matter ^ was firMte,' ift-» 

I aOive,'i and divifiblci; f partly, by ab- 
I ftra£kin^ Extenfion, the moft -obvious 
i Property of Matter, ’ without conlider* 

1 ing the t>tlicr Propertys, or their -'ab- 
• Iblute Gonne^ion in the • fatne Subje£V, 
tho cach'of. ’em may be mentally ab* 
ihafted from the reft, - which is of fin* 
gaJar'ufd to Mathematicians on (everal 
ooesfions ; provided fuch' Abftradlions be 
never - taken for’ Reality s, and made to 
exift out of the SubjeQs from^ which 
they - are abftra^cd, no -more} than 
plac’d: in another- Subject uncertain or 
unknown.’ Matter 4s often 'abftfa^ed 
from Motion, as Motion is from Mac-* 
ter, (bare Solidity and 'Matter, Motion 
and Extenfion, Extenfion and Solidity, 
Solidity and Motion i'cach of thefe 
may ^ be and is taken by k felf without 
../• i any 
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4tfy,,0>nnderatic^ oF the tcI^, whereas LetceC 
in- reality 'the t Motion of Matter dc- V. 
pends on its Solidity and Extenfiony 
and ib all of. ,’em .iofeparably on one 
another. But the Defenders 'of ^»cey 
^fter..ab(ira^ing> Exteohon fromt Mat*' 
ter, then diiEo^iQfd between Exren-^ 
l/onin general and .the particular .£x-> 

^ tenlidorof Matter, of chE or that Body yas 
\Fche latter were (bmeching fuperadded CO 
tbeforaicr, thothey cou’d nota0ign the 
Subje6fof the former, whether aSubdanoe 
aeither Body nor Spirit, or a hew ) kind 
of Nothing endow’d.with the Propertys ^ 
of a Being. Nay many of them have 
not (fuck to .make> it, pafs'forrithe^ Su- 
preme Being it (elf, or at lead for an 
ioAdequate Conception of God, as may 
be (een in the ingenious Mr, R X l p h- 
8 0 r)iV Book« of Real Space, to whom 
I had an eye in the two foregoing 
Paragraphs ; tbo,'as may.be likewife 
learnt from his own Authoritys,'he was 
neither the firft Broacher of this Con- 
ceit, 'not the only Maintainer of> it 
DOW. I am (atisfy’d that mod' of thoie 
Gentlemen did. firmly believe the Ex- 
iftence of a Ikity, and II charitably 
hope it of ’eioall.; but in my Opinion 
their unwary Zeal refin’d him • into 

mere 
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mere Nothing, or (what they^ wou^^ 
Vi as little:all6w)' they made' -Nature or 
the Uoivetfe to be the only »God r-buti 
theGoodneCs of their Intention ought 
to (eoure *em ' with all 'men of Candor 
frothlthc Charge and Conlequences ^of 
Atheiliiu'.Tiieir Miftake however was 
perceiv’d by the 'Atheids themfelves, 
and .made the Subjed- of -their Mirth, 
as in i theie four Lines of a Foem^ 
wherein^ after cavilling before '<at (bme 
other Notions ,of the Deity, they^ ridi« 
cult 1 this infinite incorporeal Space' on 
much better grounds! ' .V 
•.‘•'4! mn.; ,■ » . ■ " t • 

•' Others t ' whoft Heeds fMmer Notions 
'treeei: V-' • t ’1 -r.' ■ 'i 

j Cunnin^lf prove that thon'rt Almighty 

V;!'. tii vi..; •. .. i 

. And Space 'w'kri /nr^ is nothings ergo 
’ Thoa: ■: I ■ 1 { ' - ■ ' [ 

" Theft Men 'flip into Truth they ’knom 

t * not hom.\ r :i n.. .. iV '<1 


! ..-i: 


And' truly. the fancy of one Extenfion 
penetrating another,' made many others 
kugli,; wbo-are asfar'ias any from Ai* 
thedm oblrreligioo;iaod ibme of ^em 
wou’d fain.' learn , where the Reafbn 
and'Wifdbnibf extended Space reHdes, 
•j'.- whether 
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.whether in the Whole, or in any of Letter 
the Parts, I fpeak of Parts in a fenfe V. 
of Accommodation, for Infinite can have 
none: but if with one of Cicero’s 
Dialogifis they wou’d infer that the 
Whole, tnuft have Undcrftandingi be- 
caiife Ibme Portions of.it are intelligent; 
befldes not allowing the Underitand- 
irig of' the. Parts to belong in ariy 
manner to their Extenfion, .we may 
retort with the ' other Speaker in C i,- 
c £ R 0, that by the fame Argument,, thie 
Whole muft be" a Courtier, a Mufician, 
a Dahcing-maffer^ or a Philofopher, be- 
'^caufc many of the P^rts arc fuch, But 
thcfe are Sophifnis on both lides, by 
confounding. variable Modes with nfleQ- 
tial Property?, or by afcribing true Ef- 
Tefls' to imaginary,, foreign, or difj^ 
portionable Caufcs.‘‘ 




• T I 


; ^ 1 1 : 


AFTER." accounting for , the 
eflential Motion of Matter, ,Jtou’U fin4 
that the Comparitbpsand Simditude^ra;- 
ther-thah the Arg^jmenWpf .thofe; wb9 
defend Space, proyc.iw^ thahi'thay 
you conceive '.'what they m^an,^’pp clfe 
that, they .gcnerilfyj beg 'the ^eftioru 
I can Cuppofc ,wuh.^aay. of jtliem, thai 

all the Matt^f of thcu^orld is jr^di^’^ 
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ter by 'God' into rwp equal ^ Sphere's ; that 
_ Y* , " 3, diftance 'from one ano- 

G'VVJ (her; there is between them a mearif- 
'table Space 'or Void *, or that' if they 
•mutually 'touch'ia'a /Point (as perfea 
Spheres' 'muft' neceffa do)‘‘ there is 
^ ' 2 . Space which/is not Body, between 

the other Points ’of ' their Circumfe- 
fencesJ 'But is rot all this at the fame 
ta'Tuppbfe -Matte finite, to fup- 
pofe this very Space which they pretend 
to prove;' and from no reafon that t 
■can* fee, /but' from the'bare' Confidera- 
tipn' 'of' Gravity •?.' I 'can with' Mf. 
Loc K*' conceive /the Motion of" One 
Body/albne withouPany other fucceed- 
ing hnmediately intb/its’ place'; but it 
is by ^ abftfa^ing this fingle .Body’ and ' 
With-holding my ‘Attention frorti thofe 
that really fuccqed it.'* '! can with Him 
conceive two Bodys at a, diftance ap- 
proatiing -one /another'/ without dif- 
placiHg any; thing ‘elfe till/their Siiper- 
ncieS come to ’meet ;* but' ’tis by ab- 
ttrafling from aft that they necfeftaril y 
'difplaceT'' f6r,'^as he^'judicioufty obferves 
hiihrelfj'/iC' does ‘pot, follow that any 
thing^exifts ln fOch'a ftate^ merely" be- 
caufe we can conceiy^ it^ (b ; of there 
wou’d’be great 'ftore of Hydtas, den* 

taurs, 
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tSflfsf Chimeras,- arid* other Monfters, Letter 
ufekh never had a Being. Butlgrant, ;V. 
to- hiiii that by fu'ch Inftances I per-^>^vNj 
fe£ily underftand the meaning of thoie 
who contend for Space or a Void, 
ii^bkh was abfurd in the Cartefiarts 
to deny, and unpardonable to difpute 
againft a thing, whereof they profeft 
to'bave noldea. Mr. Lock, has all 
that can be (aid on' this Subjeftin his 
Effay of Human 'Vftderftdndiffgt efpccial- 
ly» ‘in 'the thirteenth Chapter of, the 
IrcOnd^ Book,'' where among Other 
things he ufesthefe words: If Body He 
not '^fupfos^d infhitej tvhichf I think^ no 
one vfiU affirm\ l ean conceive a Man at 
the ^extremity of' Matter ^ and' that he 
ean^ ftreteh hit "Hand beyond hU Body. 

He 'Cou’d »not be ignorant hoiy many 
affirm’d the Irifinicy'of Matter before 
he* was' born,' ^ and f am not Vhe^ only 
Map 'that -doe's ir in his own' time; 
b^trho l cari abftradt to my'^lffuch 
itnteginary' Bounds;' yet I cannot ' ipeeC 
with 'dne.^ghod rtafbh to perfuade hic 
that E'xtenrioh'''( Which he ackfipw-| 
tedges’ infinite} ^ dots "e:(i(f anyV Where 
ont'of -Matter? I'f^, that’I'flnii'hq- 
f King' offer’d to per fuade me of thisj 
but 'UK:h Sopikfitrohs as I have already ' 

' • • confuted ; 
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3Lcttcf confuted ^ not.toiinfift .on infi^rmowa? 
y. ' table Difficuliys arifing frgp thqi^ ntoif 
bus.Extremitys^ as to their Copfiftpoce» 
FigurV whether any [thing cap hteaH 
looie from f hern, what; becomes offuch 
Efa^iions, and a thpuiand flt^idf 

'dies. can further, gratify him> iQ 
the Cbnfideratidn df/diyided Particles 4 
but i deny that the Contiopity .pfimi . 
finite Matter can ever be ’ fepar^t^d, by 
any ‘ diftinft Surfaces ^wjth^yoid >if\teiY 
mediate . Spaces^ ' for we only’ .abftra^ 
(as I told, you in the fixth and (f.ventji 
Paragrapnsy what , we; call Parts.^ popr 
fidering^^by it felf fo^mpeh of* Ejit^ 
(ioii as^ II for our j)urpole, and vdilliQ*: 
guilhing fuch Parcels not by Pi^ 
vifions from the Wfipl^'.but by vthe Mg» 
dificatibns of Color, Figure, ^Mo^ioiji 
or/'thc like,, as, we 
without, the Light of , the 
fays further, Tnaf tbpff 

ter/p$u/l <mfyj 

muji dlfa Mnj a power ^ in . Qpd tp wn¥*r 
hifate ^apy .ftrt <f\ M^ter.^ 

. tnake^ Matter ipfinice , is cpnfeft ^ bi^ 
what he- adds abouf ^nihib^tipp}(is 
dehy’d f .tQr befidcs tlja^ oq, ^eyi^latiQf) 
from God ca n be prodyic.^f wherein :hd 
, * has 
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has declar’d that he will annihilate any Letter 
part of Matter, lb it is no Argument V. 
for a real Space, that God has it in his 
power to annihilate, no more than that 
the World ihail aQually iinilb in three 
Days, becaufe I conceive it polEble for 
God to dellroy it in that fbort time. 

. 1 know no reaibn (of what he alTerts 
' in the lame place) why the Main- 
tainers of ioBnite Matter Ihou’d be loth 
to ffeek out their opimouy any more 
than the Maintainers of infinite Space, 
or of any other Infinite, for the word 
is apply’d to more Subjedfs than one 
or two : and what made Carte* 

SI us backward to affirm exprelly that 
Matter was infinite^ contenting him- 
lelf with the word Indefinite, was his 
being fure on, the one hand that Ex* 
tenfion was infinite ; and yet, allowing 
withal that Matter was nacurally in* 
af^ive and really divifible, he cou’d not 
well demonlfrate its Infinity, tho you 
that read him fd often need no Proofs 
that he (bmctimes'poficively affirm’d it. 

As for theTheological Exceptions to this 
Pofition, they are of little weight, and 
Ibow the Philofbphy of Ibme Men to be 
as little as their Zeal is great and fervent; 

□or do I believe that the moderate and 

, learned 
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Letter learned Divines of our time will revive 
V. the exploded Sophifms of their ignorant 
Predeceffors. But I defire you wou’d 
remember, that notwhhftanding my 
Diffent with Mr. Lock i about Space, 

I confider his E of thim/M 'OnderfiAnd- 
wg to be the molf ufeful Book towards 
attaining univerlaiKnowledg, that is ex* « 
tant in any Language; as well as for help- ' 
ifigMentol'peakpertinently,inteIiigibly; 
and accurately, of ail kinds of Subjeds t 
nor have 1 afleded here to oppofe (b 
great a Man ; but knowing how much 
his Authority fway’d with you from my 
own Recommendation, I took care to 
remove the Prejudices you might thence 
entertain againR infinite Matter, its 
efiential Motion, or whatever might be 
built on fuch Foundations. ' 

•‘48. AND now, SIR, after having 
led me this tedious Chafe, by the work 
you took care to cut out for me in your 
ffaortbut moft comprehen five Letter, I 
queftion not but you’ll allow that Mo> 
tion ought to enter into the Definitioa 
of Matter, no le(s than Extenfion or 
( Solidity. But if you demand the Defi- 
nition of Motion it ielf,.l - anfwer that 
1 cannot give it,, nor any other Mao, 

tho 


> 
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tho never fo able ; not that we know Letter 
itthelefs for all > this, but on the con- V. 
trary becaufe we know it- better than'^VV; 
any thing' which is capable of a Defini- 
tion. Simple Ideas, fuch as Motion, 
Extenfion, -Color, Sound, are felf-cvi- 
dent, and their Names by no means de- 
finable but the Tingle Words which de- 
note complex Ideas, that is, a Colleflion . 
of (elf-evidenf Ideas- confider’d as one 
thing, are the true Objefis of Defini- 
tion *, becaufe the feveral Terms for thofe 
Ideas,' when put togetherj . (how the 
Connexion, -Poffibility, and Conception 
of the Whole. Thus all the Words in 
the world cou’d not explain Blue, nor 
give the clear Idea of it to onS who 
never fa w that Color ; but iappofing the 
fame Perfon never faw any Gold, tho 
well acquainted with other Metals,- yec 
he’ll be able to form a diftinfl Notion of 
it, from the mouth of another who de- 
feribes it of a certain Yellownefs and 
Weight, malleable, fufiblc, hxt, and the 
like. When the Names therefore of 
fimple Ideas are' defin’d, we mufl not 
imagine it to be their Subjefts ; for fy- 
nonymous Terms do not explain the na- 
ture of the thing, but give us the mean- - 
ing of the Word- in more intelligible 
0^2 Terms; 
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Letter Terms: wherefore Paflage,TranflatioD, 
V,, Removing,, fiicceffive Application^ arc ■ 
but, other words for Motion, and no 
Dehnitions of the thing, no. more than 
A R i s T 0 T L e’s Ait of 4 bttng in power 
fo far forth m it is in power ; but all 
particular local Motions may 1^ deBn*d 
by 'the ' Lines they delcribe, and ‘ the 
Caules that determine the Courle or 
Degrees of their Motion. The fame is 
to be underftood of the general Extenli- 
on of Matter, and of its particular Deter? 
minations, by Meafure, Figures, or any 
other way. The Solidity of all Mat? 
teris likcwile an intuitive or undefinable 
Idea. But I do not here 'underftand So* 

/ iidity in the lenle of Geometers, of eve* 
ry amgn'd Quantity that has, three Di- 
menljons; but as Mr. Lock has fub* 
Rituted this pofitive Term, in Read of 
the negative one of Impenetrability, 

■ for the Reli Ranee we. find in every Body 
to the Entrance of' any other Body into 
the place it poifellcs till it has left it : as 
a drop of Water equally preR on all fides, 
is an' infurmountable ObRacle for the ' 

. RrongeR Bodys , in the Univerfe to join, 
till it be remov’d ; and Ip, a. piece of 
Wood will keep your two Hands from 
ever coming together, tho ypu endea- 
' * •. vour 


K 


Motion ejjential to Matter, 219 

vour it never (b forcibly. The fame is Letter 
as true of all fluid and fofc things, as of V. 
the moll fixt or hard, or heavy or light; 
as true o£ Air and Pulp, as of Gold 
and Diamonds ; which, as the moll 
exa£l Mr. Lock again obferves to you; 
dillinguilhes the word as put for an in* 
feparable Property of Matter, from the ' ' 
common Acceptation of . it, when folid 
is put for hard, in which fenle it is a 
certain Cohelion of the Parts of any 
thing difficultly feparated, whereas in the 
Philolbphical fenfe it is .a Repletion, or - 
utter Exclulion/of all other Bodys, and 
fo I have undcrllood it throughout this 
whole Letter, except in the third Para- 
graph. 

* • • 

29. I W O N * r fay that Matter has 
no other eflential Property^ but theft ' 
three of Extenfion, Solidity, and A£H- 
on : but I am perfuaded that from the 
due and joint Conflderation of theft a- ' 
lone, a world of its Phaenomena may 
be better accounted for than hitherto. 

But few Diftoverys are to be expelled 
in natural Philofophy from one who ab- 
ftradsany of them from the reft, or that 
makes it alone the com pleat ElTence of 
Matter : for ’cis moll certain that in 

0 ^ I Matter 
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Letter Matter thole Attributes are oever othcr- 
V. wife but mentally divided from bne 
another. That Extenfion, for example; 
exhaulis the Idea of Matter,' I deny ; 
fince it does not imply Solidity or Mot i*- 
on : but that all extended is Matter, may 
be^very true, tho Matter be not barely 
extended, but likewii'e adive and Iblid: 
Sut tho in the pure Confjderation of 
thole Ideas the 'one does not fuppole the* 
other, and that each of ’em has certain 
Modes which are conceiv’d to belong 
immediately to it Iclf, yet they are fo 
brmly linkt in Nature,, that the one cam 
^ ' not exift without theother^ and they all 

receflarily concur to the producing of 
thofe Modes which are proper to each. 
Extenfion is the immediate Subjed of all 
the Divifions, Figufes^ ' and Parcels of 
Matter ;.buc ’cis A^ion that caufes thole 
' Alterations, and they cou’d not be dif^ 
tih£I without Solidity. A£Iion is. the 
immediate Caufe of all 'local Motions, 
Changes, or Varietys in: Matter ; but 
Extenfion is the SubjefI and Meafure of 
their Diflances : and tho upon Solidity 
depends the Refinance, Impulfe, and 
Protrulion of Bodys, yet ’cis Aflion that, 
produces them in Extenhon. Solidity, 
Exceofioo, and A6lioo, are therefore 

three 
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three diftinft Ideas, but not three diflfe- Letter 
rent things ; only the various Confide- V. 
rations of one and the lelf-famc Matter, 
To'retutn to our particufar Subje£I, you 
may eafily perceive by this time, that 
the Fis matrix, the true motive Force is 
this edential A£iion of Matter ; and 
that the ^^u impreffa, tjie impreft^ Force 
of particular Bodys, is fome Determi- 
nation of the general AQion: for in this 
fenie it*s indifputable that^ nothing cari 
move', that is, determine it (elf, till it 
be determin’dhy fome other thing : fo 
that Matter being aftive, .the DirefHdn 
given to that' AQion in any part, wou*d 
of it 'felf for ever continue, becaufe no 
Effect: can be without a Caule^ and by 
conlequence this ' Direflion mud 'be 
chang’d by fome greater Force, as that ^ 
by another,' and fo on, one never ending 
but for apother to begin, no more than 
any Figure is deftroy’d in Matter, but 
to make place for another. Thus one 
Motion is always fucceeded by another 
Motion, and never by abfolute Reft, no ^ 
more than in any Parcel of Matter the 
ceafing of one Figure is the ceafing of all, ' 
which isimpoftible. Thefe Determinati- 
ons of Motion inthePafts of (olid extend- 
ed Matter, arc what we call the Phano- 
, - . O d ' mena / 
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Letter niena of Nature, and to which avc give 
V. 'Names or aferibe l/fes, Perfe^ion or 
yy^V\J ImperfeSion, according as they affeft 
our Senfes, andcaule Pain or Pleafure 
to our Bodys, contribute to our Prefer- . 
vation or De(iru£lion : but we do not 
always denominate ’em from their real 
Caufes, or ways of producing one ano- 
ther, as the Elafficity, Hardnels, Soft- 
refs, Fluidity, Quantity, Figures, and 
Relations of particular Bodys. On the 
contrary we frequently attribute many 
Peterminatioos of Motion to no Caule 
at all, as the fpontaneous Motion of A- 
nimals : for, however thofe Motions 
may be accompany’d by Thought, yer, 
confider’d as Motions, they have their 
phyfical Caufes, as a Dog’s running after 
a Hare, the Bulk of the external Obje£i 
a£fing by its whole Force of Impulfe . 
orAttraOionon the Nerves, which are 
fo difpos’d with the Mulcles, Joints, and 
other Parts, as to produce various Mo- 
tions in the Animal Machine. And 
whoever underBands in any meafure the 
A^ion of Bodys on one another by their 
immediate ContaO, or ‘by the imper- 
ceptible Particles that continually flow 
from them, and to this Knowledg joins 
that of Mechanics, Hydroftatics, antj 

Anatomy, 
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Anatomy, will be convinc’d that all the Letter 
Motions of flcting, Handing, lying, ri- V; 

Ting, running, walking, and fuch others^ tyVV 
have their proper,, external, material, , 

and proportionable Determinations*' 

After Mr. Newton, in the Preface 
of his Mathematied Principles of Natit* 
ral Philofophjy has fpoken of Gravity, 

Elafticity, Refiftance, Impulfe, and At- 
traftion, and of his Explication of the 
mundane Syftem by thefe Principles ; 

* / wijby adds he, that roe codd by the 
fame Method of retfoning he^ able to explain 
the other Phenomena of .Nature from me* 
chanie Principles ! for I am induc'd by di- 
versConfiderationsto fufped alittley that 

all thefe may depend on certain ForeeSf 
whereby from Caufes yet undifcover'd the 
Particles of Bodys are mutually impelPd 
againfl each other ^ and cohere according to^ 
regular PigureSf or whereby they recede 
and are driven from one another: which ^ 

• Utimm cztera Nacurz Phaniomena c% Principiis 

mechanicb codem argutnemaiidi generc derivare li* 
cerec! Nammulta memoTcnr, ut nonnihil fufpiccr ea 
omnia ex viribus quibufdam p^erc polTc, quibus Cor- 
porum particular ptf caulia nondum cognitas vei in le 
mutno impelluntur 8c fecundumFiguras r^olares cohe> ' 
rent, vcl ab invicem fiigancur 8c re^unt : viri-- 

busignocis, Philofophi haftesus Naturam iruAra ten* 
tarunc. 

Forces 
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Letter forcts^emgyttnnkMOwny the Philo f of htrj 
hove hitherto sttempted Notnre in i/*in. 
what thofe particular Forces and<Fi-; 
gures may be, with their Reafons 
and Degrees, none in the world is fo- 
well able to ditcovef and reduce into an 
' intelHgible SyRem,* as the moR exceP 
lent Author : but as for the general or 
moving Force of eR* Matter, < I wou’d 
flatter my felf, that I have done fome- 

thing towaf,ds it in this'.Letter. ^ ^ • 

*■ ' * • . ' ' 

JO. THUS I have return’d 'a par- 
ticular Anfwer, I chink, to every De- 
mand in yours, eTCept to your laR* Ob- 
jeHioa, which (were there degrees in 
Troth' and Falfljood) ' is more* feeble 
’ than all the reR, That sdnitting 
the ABivity of Mdtter^ there feemsto he 
I m> need of A frefiding Intelligence : which, 
give me leave to fay it, is the -moR' 
} nwughtlels and unweigh’d Expreflion l* 
ever knew to drop from your Mouth or 
Pen ; fince you do not allow your felf 
tp draw invidious Confequences con- 
trary to the Perfualion of your 6wn> 
Coaicience, as but too. too many are 
known to do. BeRdes, that God was 
able to create this Matter adive as well 
as extended, that he cou’d give it the 

one 
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one Property as Well as the other,- and Lsttet 
that ’no reafon can be aflign’d why he V. 
(hou'd not endue it with the ’ former 
as well as with<the latter. ; is there 
Ukewiie no necefTuy that he (hou’d 
ever or rather always dired its Mo**' 
tions ? Can the Formation of Animals 
of Plants be accounted for from the 
Aftion, any more’than from.the'Ex- 
tenfiOD of ' Matter ? Or are ’you able to 
imagine that the A^ion and.Readion 
Bodys, of all the Particles of Matter on 
one another; Cou’d ever have the Contri* 
vance^o’make any >one of thoG; admi-* 
rable 'vegetable or animal Machines ? 

All' your Skill in MechaniTm' can no 
more help you, than it did Caiut b- 
sitis, to Hnd out* Rules and Engines 
for making either a> Man dr' a Moule. 

All the jumbling'' of Atoms, all' the 
Chances you can fuppofe for it, cou’d 
no more • bring ! the Parts Qf:thc;Uni- 
verfe into their prefent Order, norcon- 
. tinuethem in theifamcy nor caule the 
Organization of a Flower or a.Fly,vthan 
you can imagine that' by tumbling; to- 
gether tbe Letters of a Printer a million 
' of times, they (boWd ever fall at laft 
into fuch a Poficton, as to make- the 
':i£ffeu of.- V i r g 1 l,. or. the Hide of 

Homer^ 
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Letter Homer, or any other Book in. the- 
V. world. And as for the Infinity of Mac- 
ter, it only excludes, what all reafona- 
ble and good Men muff exclude, an ex- 
tended corporeal God, but not a pure 
Spirit or immaterial &ing. I am per- 
iiiaded, that in omitting many other 
common Obje£Iions, you purpofely 
ipar’d me, knowing there was no end 
of Abfurditys from falfe or precarious 
Syflems ; Abfurditys (b monfirous, that 
they have driven (everal of the Carte- 
' (ians (to name no others) to as mon- 
ftrous Hypochefes, when not knowing 
wherein confided the moving Force, 
and for avoiding the Tranficion of Ac- 
cidents from one Subje£l to another, 
they are not alhamM to fay, that God 
takes the Motion from one Bowl that 
is running forward (for example) and 
communicates it to the other againd 
which it rubs, continuing it during its 
Courfeby his immediate Concurrence, 
and caking it away by fuch degrees^ as 
are obfer^d in the ordinary Laws of 
Motion. Is this to explain any thing ? 
Or are thefe the men that laugh at 
Sympathy, Antipathy, occult Qualicys, 
or the like ? 1 know to whom I 
dre& my felf, when 1 fpeak of every 
. - . thing 
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thing lb :fuccin£ily ; any the lead Hint Lettet 
' being enough for you, to work out all y. 

• the reft by your own moft happy Ge- 
nius : ^fldesthat the ordinary Elutions 
can never latisfy any man who denies 
the . ordinary Suppolitions. 

ji. PRAY, againft your writing 
to me next, be pleas’d to. conftder 
whether the Mathematicians (who are 
. generally the beft and ftridreft Rea* 
feners, tho they build fometimes on 
groundlels Suppoftcions, and have often 
made real Beings of abftradled Ideas) 
whether, I lay, they did not perceive, 
without refleaing tnat they did' lb,’ the 
Neceflity of this intrindck and elTehtial 
A^ion of Matter, by their CpnAtut aA 
Mot»mf. I have purpolely omitted in- 
lifting on this, when I Hjiow’d you that 
it was the Difcovery of the fame per- 
petual and univerlal Adion,, that gave 
a Being- to the Syftems of the Stoics, . ^ 
Plaftics, Hylozoics, and others : for ■ 
my Intention has not bin to write all 
I cou’d fay on this Subje£f,. but as' 
much as I thought necclTary to anfwer 
your Obje^ions, and to bring you over 
to the lame Opinion. Neither will 
I point out to you what further ule in 

Philofbphy 
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Letter Philofophy may be made of this e(^ 
V. (ratial Motion of Matter, befides a 
clearer Knowledg of Nature in gene- 
ral, and the particular Deci/ion of 
the ' Controverfys about ' the moving 
Force, about local Motion without 
or with a Void, about the nature of 
Space, and the Infinity of Matter. I 
am confident that before your reading 
thus far, you have already made the 
Application of this Doftrin to feveral^ 
other Difficultys, having impartially • 
. revolv’d in your own Mind the un- 
fatisfa^iory Gueffes and miferable Cir- 
cles, rather than genuine Explications 
of the Schools ; and that you have confi- 
der’d likewife what numberlefi Errors 
may branch themielves over the whole 
Body of Philofophy, from any one falfc 
Principle laid down for undifputedTruth, 
without Proof or Examination. What 
Obfervations of this kind I have made 
my felf from time to time, I fhall 
freely impart to you and our common 
. Friend, who alone philofophizes at 
Court, and who exceeds all the reft 
in Politenefs and Addrefs, as much 
as he does in Wifdom and Literature, 
his fuperior Genius and admirable 
Senfe no leis diftinguilhing him < in 

ordinary 
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ordinary Ceremonys, than in the niceft Letter 
and moft arduous Points of State Af- V. 
fairs. But I fliall give you no further 
trouble, SIR, till you are next dis- 
pos’d to honor me with your Com- 
mands. . 



F llil S. 
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